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THE TEACHER | Rt. Rev. Msgr. Paul E. Campbell 
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WHICH TYPE OF ‘FAIR SHARE’* CAMPAIGN 
IS BEST FOR YOUR PARISH? 


To Illustrate These Types, Three ‘Fair Share’ Campaigns 
Completed in 1959 





INCREASED INCOME eer 
St. Cecilia’s Cathedral, Omaha, Nebraska 


(Donors sign one Pledge) Previous average weekly envelopes $3,600 


Present average weekly envelopes 
after ‘Fair Share’ campaign $8,000 








COMBINATION CAPITAL a een eer 
FUND AND BUDGET ot. Francis Aavier, ansas Uity, Missouri — 


Previous average weekly budget 


Donors sign two pledges 
( . pledges) Average weekly budget after ‘Fair Share’ 


Campaign $2,000 


Average weekly payment on Capital Fund 
(2 year period) $3,170 


Present total average weekly collection $5,710 


Note: St. Francis Xavier weekly budget system has 
been in operation for the past 36 years. 








CAPITAL FUND Visitation Parish, Kansas City, Missouri 


(Donors sign one pledge) Previous average weekly envelopes $1,800 
Current average weekly envelopes $1,800 


Average weekly payments on Capital Fund 
(2 year period) $5,000 


Total average weekly collection after ‘Fair 
Share’ Campaign $6,800 











Our experts will advise you which of these ‘Fair Share’ 
Campaigns will produce the most money for your needs. 


CONSULTATION WITHOUT OBLIGATION 





THOMAS RICHARD FINN 
AND ASSOCIATES Meusee 


314 East 51st Street 
Kansas City 12, Missouri 
Telephone: PLaza 3-4155 


*Trademark Registered—Canada / *Reg. U. S. Pat. Off. 
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Ready Made Priest Cassocks 


Roman or Semi-Jesuit Style Cassocks — 
for the Clergy and Seminarian 







days if you are not satisfied. 






Panama-Visco-Acetate Material 65% Dacron — 35% Visco- 
Crease resistant, light weight, Acetate Material 







dye. Guaranteed fast dye. 
Roman or Roman or 







Sash for Semi-Jesuit Cassock Sash for Semi-Jesuit Cassock 
is additional. is additional. 







16 SIZES LISTED BELOW IN SEMI-JESUIT OR ROMAN STYLE 
(either material.) 
When ordering please specify style and number desired. 

















































Back Chest Collar Sleeve 
No. Meas. Meas. Size Length 
B5638 56 in. 38 in. 15 in. 32 in. 
B5640 56 in. 40 in. 154 in. 32 in. 
B5642 56 in. 42 in. 16 in. 32 in. 
B5644 56 in. 44 in. 16) in. 32 in. 
B5838 58 in. 38 in. 15 in. 32 in. 
B5840 58 in. 40 in. 15) in. 32) in. 
B5842 58 in. 42 in. 16 in. 32 in. 
B5844 58 in. 44 in. 164 in. 32 in. 
B5846 58 in. 46 in. 17 in. 32 in. 
BG6038 60 in. 38 in. 15 in. 331 in. 
B6040 60 in. 40 in. 1514 in. 33 in. 
B6042 60 in. 42 in. 16 in. 33 in. 
B6044 60 in. 44 in. 16) in. 33 in. 
B6046 60 in. 46 in. 17 in. 33¥\, in. 
B6240 62 in. 40 in. 16 in. 34 in. 
B6242 62 in. 42 in. 16) in. 34 in. 
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23 NO. FRANKLIN ST., CHICAGO 6, ILL. 


Our Ready Made Cassocks are available in sizes as listed in the 
chart below. We do not make alterations. Ready Made Cassocks 
are sold subject to your approval and may be returned within five 


durable, has the appearance of Light weight, good quality, 
fine woolens. Guaranteed fast wrinkle resistant, stain repellent. 


Roman or Roman or 
Sele Cassock ... 925.00 Scie Gassock ...$32.50 


No. 4B-17 Tie-on-Sash $3.25 ea. No. 4B-16 Snap-on-Sash $4.50 ea. 


(A) No. B11. 
Belt-On Altar Boy Cas- —Roman Style Altar Boy of Button-On-Style Altar 
sock has hook-and-eye Cassock patented remov- Boy Cassock. Cape and 


For Cassoc 
Please specify STYLE * COLOR « SIZE when ordering 








No. 4B Semi-Jesuit Style No. 4B Roman Style 
Ready Made Cassock Ready Made Cassock 
$25.00 — $32.50 $25.00 — $32.50 


After Boys (OMPLETE OUTEM 


THREE DISTINCTIVE STYLES ATTRACTIVELY PRICED 
Choice of black, red, white, purple or green Cassocks 
Buttonless (B) No. B10. Back View (C) No. B10. Front View 


collar and belt front. able toggle buttons. Sash additional. 

Cassock Poplin Poplin Poplin Correct 
Age Down Back Button-on Belt-on Zipper Length of 
Cassock Measurement No. B10, Ea. No. Bll,Ea. No. Bi2, Ea.  Surplice 
8 Yrs. 40 in $7.75 » $7.75 $8.25 18 in. 
9 Yrs. 42in. ww 8.25 5% 8.25 8.75 20 ia. 
10 Yrs. 44in. —3 8.75 <3 8.75 9.25 20 ia. 
11 Yrs. 46in. 58 9.00 “2 9.00 9.50 20 in. 
12 Yrs. 48 in ta 9.50 sO 9.50 10.00 22 in. 
13 Yrs. 50 in ipo 10.50 £2 10.50 11.00 22 in. 
14 Yrs. 52in. 9S 10.75 S@ 10.75 11.25 22 in. 
15 Yrs. 54in. S57 11.25 BS 11.25 11.75 24 in. 
16 Yrs. 56 in 0 8 11.75 Og 11.75 12.25 24 in 
17 Yrs. 58in. Re 12.25 ~oo 12.25 12.75 24 in 
18 Yrs. 60 in 13.00 ©5 13.00 13.50 26 in. 
19 Yrs. 62 in 13.75 "© 13.75 14.25 26 in 


ks larger than standard sizes shown above please write for price 





(D) No. B71. Altar Boy Surplice. Fine wearits 
Marquisette with lace. Made extra full. Length 
18 to 24 inch. Each . $48 
No. B70. Same as No. B71 but "without lace 
Length 18 to 24 inch. Each 3.3 
(E) No. B60. Altar Boy Surplice. ‘Light weigh! 
cotton material. Sanforized. Made extra full 
Length 18 to 24 inch. Each .... $325 
No. B61. Same as No. B6O but with lace. Made 
extra full. Length 18 to 24 inch. Each. $425 
(F) No. B62. Rubrical Altar Boy Surplice. Sao 
forized. Rubrical banding in all church colon, 
made extra full. Specify color banding d 
when ordering. Length 18 to 24 inch. Each $55 
Size 26 inch 50¢ additional 


D. B. HANSEN & SON 


Telephone FRanklin 2-8/ 
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Correct 
Length of 
Surplice 
18 in. 
20 ia. 
20 ia. 
20 ia. 
22 in. 
22 in. 
22 in. 
24 in. 
24 in. 
24 in. 
26 in. 
26 in. 
or price 
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Americas Finest \ASSOCKS 


CUSTOM HAND-TAILORED BY THE HOUSE OF HANSEN 


Assured Quality and Distinctiveness Without Extravagance 
There is no question that a garment hand-tailored to your individual measurements 
is more comfortable and better fitting. Let your next Cassock be a HANSEN Cassock. 
Prices start at $79.50. Write for samples of material and easy self-measurement blank. 





“Kose o£ HANSEN 


\0. FRANKLIN ST., CHICAGO 6, ILL. 


(A) The simplicity of the lines of 

Hansen’s design Roman Style Cas- 

sock is highly recommended. 

(B) The Semi-Jesuit Style Cassock 

has a convenient buttonless front, 

Roman form fitting back. 

(C) A Clerical Cloak is more 

distinctive than an overcoat when 

worn over a cassock. Tailored in 

either Gabardine or Kersey with 

velvet collar or collar of same ma- 

terial. Made with or without arm- 

slits. 

(D) The Ferraiolone is worn in 

the Pulpit and at commencement 

exercises, banquets and receptions. 

Purple for Bishops and Right Rev- 

erend Monsignori, black for Very 

Reverend Monsignori and Clergy. 
eee 

No. A969 

All-Wool Basketweave Cloth. Light 

weight. For year round wear. 

No. A990 

All-Wool Worsted Cloth. Medium 

weight. Wrinkle resistant. 

No. A955 

Tropical all wool lightweight 

material. Ideal for warm weather. 

No. A938 

All-Wool Gabardine Cloth. Heavy 

weight. Long wearing. 

No. A558 

All-Wool French Surah cloth. 

Lightweight. Wrinkle resistant. 

No. A758 

All-Wool Imported Gabardine 

from Switzerland. Lightweight. 


(E) The Purple Roman Cloak is 
tailored of purple light weight ma- 
terial. Piping of gold metal cord for 
Bishops, red metal cord for Do- 
mestic Prelates. 


(F) The House Cassock has Cape 
attached and additional half sleeves. 
Trimmed with red or purple piping 
and buttons according to rank of 
Prelate. 


(G) The Choir Cassock without 
train is worn by Bishops and Mon- 
signori. Illustrated with Mozetta 
and Rochet as worn by a Bishop. 


(H) The Cappa Magna, worn bya 
Bishop, is illustrated with fur Cape 
and lace Rochet. Fur Cape available 
in Ermine or Coney. 


No. A956 

Faille Weave Rayon Cloth. Light 
weight. Dressy and durable. 

No. A951 

Pure Silk Cloth. Light weight. Ideal 
for summer and travel. 

No. A911 

All-Wool Imported Serge Cloth 
from France. Light weight. 

No. A987 

All-Wool Imported Panama Cloth 
from Belgium. Light weight. 

No. A946 

Imported Silk-Warp Henrietta 
Cloth from Switzerland. The finest. 


WRITE FOR SAMPLES OF MATERIALS AND EASY SELF- 
MEASUREMENT BLANK — PRICES START AT $79.50 


D. B. HANSEN & SONS 


Telephone FRanklin 2-8750 





Imported Select Quality Pure Irish Linen (~ 


Altar Cloths — Priest Albs and Surplices 


Altar Linens — Linen by the Yard 
When ordering Altar Cloths, specify finished length, 
including side drops, and finished width including front 
drop. Made to order only and are not returnable. Two 
inch hem on sides and one inch hem on back. Maximum 


width 32 inches including front drop. 


(A) No. F7 Altar Cloth. Embroid- 
ered medium weight linen, eyelet 
Cross design, per yard $4.00 
(B) No. F15 Altar Cloth. Embroid- 
ered medium weight linen, Cross 
design, per yard 
(C) No. F9 Altar Cloth. Embroid- 
ered medium weight linen, Cross 
design, per yard $ 6.00 
(D) No. F8 Altar Cloth. Embroid- 
ered medium weight linen, IHS de- 
sign, per yard $4.75 
(E) No. F6* Altar Cloth. Medium 
weight linen, hemstitched with lace, 
per yard $3.75 
No. F5* Altar Cloth. Medium weight 
linen, hemstitched without lace, per 
$3.25 


yard 

tio. F4* Altar Cloth. Medium weight 
linen, without lace or hemstitching, 
per yard 

(E)* Two inch hem on sides and 
front. One inch hem on back. 

(F) No. F601 Alb. Light weight 


linen top. Fine quality lace, embroid- 


ered with IHS design $21.75 
No. F601 Surplice to match Alb. 


No. 505 Alb. Light weight 
linen with 6-inch bands of heavy 
Filet Lace at bottom and insertion. 


No. F503 Alb, as above, with lace at 
bottom only $16.75 
No. F503 Lace Surplice to match Alb. 

$13.25 
No. F 504 Alb, as above, with in- 
sertion only $16.75 
No. F504 Surplice to match Alb. 

$13.75 


(H) No. F509 Alb. Light weight 
linen with richly embellished 12-inch 
lace of Cross. IHS and Grape design 
RG 35 ot hwceeew esa 
No. F509 Surplice to matc 
$45.00 
No. 501 Alb. Plain light weight 
linen (Not illustrated) ....$15.00 
Surplice to match 


(1) No. F502 Alb. Light weight 
linen, cross design embroidered 
banding. Guaranteed fast colors — 
Red, Green, Black, Purple and Yel- 
low. Please state color desired. 


$21.00 


(J) No. F925 Surplice. Embroidered 
non-wrinkling sheer celanese. Ideal 
for traveling purposes $14.00 
No. F850 Surplice. Plain non-wrink- 
ling sheer celanese $8.25 


(K) No. F900 Surplice. Fine quality 
lace, embroidered with IHS and 
Cross design $31.50 
No. F900 Alb to match Surplice. 
Light weight linen top 


(L) Fl 
Each Per Dz. 


$1.65 $17.95 
Corporal .... 6.00 
Purificator.. . 6.60 
Pall.. ace 6.60 
Finger Towel 4.80 
Stole Collar. . 3.60 


Fi Plain Hem *F2 Hemstitched 


PURE IRISH LINEN BY THE YARD 


(M) 36 inches wide 

No. FO* Light weight, yd. ...... $1.19 

No. F8** Medium weight, yd. .... 1.47 

No. F4** Heavy weight, yd. 

No. F2* Handkerchief wt., yd. .. 

* For light weight Albs and Surplices 

** For Altar Cloths, Altar Linens, Priest 
Albs and Surplices. 


Each Per Dz. 
$1.70 $18.55] 
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23 NO. FRANKLIN ST., CHICAGO 6, ILL. 

















Telephone FRanklin 2-8 


W foodlocnaft VESTMENTS 


BY THE HOUSE OF HANSEN 


A combination of skilled handwork with materials of unusual beauty 

why Hansen’s Needlecraft Vestments are recognized as the Stand- 

of Excellence. These American made vestments vie in artistic achieve- 

gent with importations and are attractively priced. Inquiries regarding 
yur vestment requirements are invited. 





(A) No. Y6655. Angel Wing design 
Damask material, in all Church colors. 
Woven Cross design banding. Embroid- 
ered IHS or AXPO emblem. 


Unlined _ Lined 
Roman Chasuble $41.50 $47.00 
Roman Cope ; 63.60 
Roman Dalmatics .... t 94.50 
Benediction Veil : 27.50 
Preaching Stole LINED ONLY 9.50 
Gothic Chasuble ; 62.50 
Gothic Cope k 67.50 
Gothic Dalmatics .... 96.00 108.00 


S00: 


(B) No. ¥6305. Crucifixion design Cela- 
nese material, in all Church colors. 
Woven Cross and Wheat design band- 
ing. IHS or AXPO emblem. 


Unlined Lined Unlined Lined 

. . $47.50 $53.00 Gothic Chasuble .. . $64. $73.50 

65.00 76.75 Gothic Cope ! 78.75 

Roman Dalmatics . 99.75 114.50 Gothic Dalmatics . . 116.00 129.75 
Benediction Veil .. 25.50 31.00 Preaching Stole. .LINED ONLY 11.00 


(C) No. ¥6340. Large Cross design Damask material, in all Church colors. 
Woven Chalice design banding. IHS or AXPO emblem. 

Unlined Lined Unlined Lined 
Roman Chasuble. . $49.75 $54.50 Gothic Chasuble . . . $64.75 $75.25 
Roman Cope 65.25 76.25 Gothic Cope 68.50 78.75 
Roman Dalmatics .111.00 124.00 Gothic Dalmatics . . 123.00 134.75 
Benediction Veil .. 27.00 32.25 Preaching Stole. .LINED ONLY 12.25 








READY TO WEAR ALL WOOL BLACK CLERICAL SUITS 


No. 5A700 All Wool Tropical, medium weight, excellent wearing quality, ready to 
wear tailored black Clerical Suits. (Coat and Trousers) $ 
Measurements required for ready to wear Clerical Suits: 

WAIST, CHEST, HEIGHT INSEAM LENGTH OF SLEEVE 

BACK LENGTH OF YOUR INSEAM LENGTH OF TROUSERS 

PRESENT SUIT COAT 

Available in seventeen sizes which assures a good fitting suit for the average man. 
We do not make alterations on our ready made Clerical Suits. If the Suit is not satis- 
factory, you may return it within ten days without obligation. 


READY TO WEAR ALL WOOL BLACK CLERICAL TOPCOATS 
No. 5A701 Topcoats are made of a good quality all wool black medium weight, rich 
appearing, Gabardine with zip-out all wool lining 


Available in all regular sizes. Measurements required for ready to wear Clerical 
Topcoats: WAIST, CHEST, HEIGHT INSEAM LENGTH OF SLEEVE 
We do not make alterations on our ready made Clerical Topcoats. If for any reason 
the Topcoat is not satisfactory, you may return it within ten days without obligation. 


No. 5A700 HAND TAILORED BLACK CLERICAL SUITS AND TOPCOATS 
fo ers we have been headquarters for custom made, hand tailored black Clerical Suits, Topcoats and 
ats, to individual measurements. We use only the finest quality, all wool fabrics. A complete set 
samples and easy self-measurement form will be sent upon request. 


; Kgpecol HANSEN fF D. B. HANSEN & SONS 


NO. FRANKLIN ST., CHICAGO 6, ILL. _— Telephone FRanklin 2-8750 











Comm UNICATIONS 


FROM Our Reapers 





Third Man in “The 
Sagging Pulpit” 
EDITORS: 

As the third man in “the sagging 
pulpit,” I should like to refer to the 
June HPR in which Dr. Corbett sought 
to shore up the creaking parish pulpit 
by suggesting wider reading and train- 
ing in Scripture, rhetoric and literature. 
The reply by Fr. P. W. Burke, in the 
September issue, came to this: 
the laity to a back pew from which to 
take less deadly aim at the preachers. 

I find that I ean agree neither with 
the original article nor with the re- 
buttal. 

With regard to rhetoric and literature, 


relegate 


doctorate studies in English are not the 
safest position from which to draw a 
Just to 
get into a graduate school, an English 


bead on the Sunday sermons. 


major has to wade through yards and 
yards of stuff that no one else would 
waste time reading. By the law of 
averages such a student will have to 
run across some stimulating, inspiring 
and quotable literature to recommend 
to others, but ‘the English student’s ne- 
cessity should not be made the criterion 
of the priestly sermon. 

When the Lord called Levi, He did 
not first ask 
Hebrew major. 
priesthood entails majoring in theology 
and philosophy. A certain percentage 
of priests, like Levi, may have literary 
bent and a facility for turning a phrase. 
For these the advice of Dr. Corbett is 
superfluous, since they will be drawing 


him whether he was a 


The vocation to the 


210 


on their literary background spontane- 
ously. For the majority, who are not 
so endowed with this extra talent, Dr, 
Corbett’s advice is harmful because it 
leads to a much more pernicious evil 
than dullness or monotony. 

While writing one of his political 
speeches, Al Smith was once urged to 
quote from de Tocqueville. But Al, 
being the man he was, refused. He did 
not want to pose as being widely read 
in political theory, which he wasn’t. 
For a priest to go down the byways of 
literature seeking the quotable phrase 
or the imaginative framework for his 
thought, there is a real danger of being 
artificial. And nothing is so pitiful as 
the priest trying to be 
clever in the pulpit. 

Bishop Sheen, Hopkins and Billy 
into Dr. Corbett’s 
Few priests have the 


desperately 


Graham all came 
original article. 
talent to bring off naturally either the 
style or the delivery of Fulton Sheen. 
Only a tiny minority can even appreci- 
ate Hopkins, much less quote him with 
ease. As for Billy Graham, his Protes- 
tantism is not the 
preacher’s model, as Fr. Burke claims. 


obstacle as a 


Graham can’t help being a Protestant. 
But his relentlessly driving delivery 
will find approval in no book of public 
speaking. And his multiple quotation 
from Seripture not only is an impedi- 
ment to sermon unity; it is more remi- 
niscent of a fire hose than the “waters 
of Siloe.” 

The use of Scripture in sermons re- 


quires caution, as the faculty for the 
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YOUR CHURCH can enjoy the glorious 
music of the Hammond Organ—without 
he burden of upkeep expense that organ 
music Ordinarily entails. 


How is this made possible? Because 

Hammond totally eliminates a major and 
recurring expense—tuning the organ. 
You will never have any tuning expense 
with the Hammond Organ, for it can 
never go out of tune !* 
Glorious music combined with lower 
upkeep is yours only with the Hammond 
Organ, What makes it possible are these 
unique Hammond advantages... 


0 Please send me your booklet telling 
how our church can raise money for 
an organ. 

Name__ 

Church — ~ = 

Address ___ — 

City & Zone 

County & State 


" 
eee ee 





Remarkable versatility of tone. 





Thousands of 
tones can be easily 
blended for the 
magnificent rend- 
ering of ail types 
of church litera- 
ture by means of Hammond’s exclusive 
Harmonic Drawbars. 


Cathedral tone quality in any type of 
enclosure. Even the smallest church can 
enjoy resonant tones with Hammond’s 
exclusive reverberation control and 
three-channel amplification. 


*Pertains to Spinet, Home, Church and Concert Models. (Except Solo Pedal Unit of Concert Model 


THE HAMMOND ORGAN 


lobring your church better music, just mail these coupons... 


ee 


Our church is interested in: 
: (2 Viewing a color film about the 
° Hammond Organ. 








; (] Hearing a free organ concert. ° 
‘ (Oe — s 
: Church — : 
* Address. i 
° ee : 


3 County & State a eee tes 


The Concert Model of the Hammond Organ in oak, a splendid style for the contemporary church 


Better music tomorrow...lower 
upkeep in all the years ahead! 






































Lasting durability in any climate.* Neithe 
extreme heat nor cold, nor severe humid 
ity can affect the performance of you 
Hammond Organ. It is precision buil 
to play year after year. 


Permanent Pitch. It is this feature tha 
makes Hammond the only organ tha 
can never go out of tune... that elimi 
nates all tuning expense. * 


To hear a free organ concert, see 4 
color film, or receive a booklet on fund 
raising, just mail the coupons below 
Address Hammond Organ Company 
4250 W. Diversey Ave., Chicago 39, Ill 


Choice of over 43,000 institution 


(_] Please send me complete literature 
describing the various models of the 
Hammond Organ. 

Name ———— 

Church _ 

Address —~ 

City & Zone 





County & State ‘ an 








ee 








THE HOMILETIC AND PASTORAL REVIEW 


apt quotation approaches a charism 
and is the fruit of meditative reading 
rather than a rhetorical device. 

In taking exception to Dr. Corbett’s 
advice for shoring up the parish pulpit, 
I don’t want to appear as an apostle of 
the illiterate. Nor do I agree with 
Fr. Burke, who asked for constructive 
criticism from the laity. I think Dr. 
Corbett is constructive, once you ac- 
cept the unproved proposition that the 
parish pulpit is shaky. But when he 
extols a preacher for quoting Hopkins, 
as a partial climax to his theme, I feel 
he is leading sermon writers along a 
path that leads to artificiality and 
sham. Hopkins was an extraordinary 
master of words, a craftsman of musical 
imagery. As such he is a delight to the 
English scholar, but hardly a model for 
us ordinary mortals whose job is 
preaching. 





In my opinion the finest advice of 
all time was written by Cardinal New- 
man in his rules for writing sermons. 
which I should like to quote here: 


1) A man should be earnest, by 
which I mean he should write 
not for the sake of writing, but 
to bring out his thoughts; 

2) He should never aim at being 
eloquent ; 

3) He should keep his idea in view, 
and should write sentences over 
and over again until he has ex- 
pressed his meaning accurately, 
forcibly and in a few words; 

4) He should aim at being under- 
stood by his hearers; 

5) He should use words which are 
likely to be understood. Orna- 
ment and amplification will 
come spontaneously in due 
time, but he should never seek 
them; 

6) He must creep before he can 
fly, by which I mean that hu- 





Outstanding objects of Europe’s 
finest 
craftsmen are foremost in our ex- 


tensive collection. 


Monstrance: “Our Lady 
Presenting the Eucharist” 





goldsmiths and _  needle- 




















NEW YORK CHURCH SUPPLY INC. 


1 Barelay Street, New York 7, N. Y. 








Qe FA CD 
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BUILT AFTER LAWSON ASSOCIATES CAMPAIGNS 


ST. FRANCIS DE SALES HIGH SCHOOL 
CHICAGO, [ILLINOIS 


Our Objective:........ $250,000 
Subscribed: ......... . $328,550 


There is no reason why every parish in the land 
can not have the schools which are needed today. 
A Lawson Associates Area Representative will be 
pleased to visit you for a discussion of your funds 
need, without cost or obligation. Write or tele- 
phone, collect, any of our offices today. 


LAWSON ASSOCIATES... 


Home Office: 
53 North Park Avenue 
Rockville Centre, New York 
Rockville Centre 6-8000 


Branches: 
3545 Lindell Boulevard 24 North Wabash Avenue 101 Jones Building 
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mility which is a great Chris- 
tian virtue has a place in liter- 
ary composition ; 

7) He who is ambitious will never 
write well, but he who tries to 
say simply what he feels, what 
religion demands, what Faith 
teaches, what the Gospel prom- 
ises, will be eloquent without 
intending it, and will write 
better English than if he made 
a study of English Literature. 


WILLIAM BRENNAN, S.J. 


Yoro, Honduras 


Re: “Pitfalls in Parables” 
EDITORS: 

Father James A. Fischer’s “Pitfalls 
in Parables” (August 59) prompts an 
observation or two. The otherwise in- 
structive and pithy article has, I be- 
lieve, a couple of unfortunate and 
overly simplified expressions of one of 
the thorniest problems of theology, that 
of evil and the Providence of God. I 
refer to such expressions as: 


Here in this world God allows men to 
resist grace on such and such occa- 
sions in order that his will may even- 
tually be done. This is not surpris- 
ing. History is a drama; a drama 
needs villains as well as heroes... . 
The evil the Jews were to do after 
His time was to be the providential 
plot which would lead to the salva- 
tion of the Gentiles. . . . (italics 
mine). 


Now I realize Father was trying to 
give us the psychology of Isaias as he 
wrote 6: 9-10. But we must carefully 
distinguish between the Jews “global” 
way of saying things and the precise 
theological explanation thereof. It is 
precisely this point that I believe re- 
mains obscure and misleading in 
Father’s article. For the citations of 
St. Thomas are not at all adequate to 
prove that God permits evil in order to 
draw good from it. When St. Thomas 
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says, “All the evil which God does or 
permits to be done is ordained to some 
good,” we must distinguish (as St. 
Thomas himself does) between the evil 
of fault (malum culpae), of which He 
is nowise the cause (S.T. 1, 19, 9c), and 
the evil of nature (malum naturae), 
of which He may be indirectly the 
cause, namely by producing material 
and defectible natures and by moving 
the secondary causes which sometimes 
conflict among themselves, and, in the 
supernatural order, punishing evil, 
even with hellfire. But it is the first 
type of evil that interests us here. That 
God permits it is evident. The question 
is why? If it is because of the good that 
will result from it, then God pre-orders 
evil to good and hence (let’s face it) 
wills evil. This is impossible. God can 
in no way will sin, even indirectly, for 
it is the negation of his own goodness 
(S.T. I, 19, 9c), and there is no good He 
ean will greater than his own (Ibid.). 

The solution is in St. Thomas’ dis- 
tinction between God’s antecedent and 
consequent will: the good because of 
which Gods permits sin is not the good 
that will result from it, but the good 
that precedes it. Creating a defectible 
nature (which is in itself an immense 
good), God permits the defectibility in- 
extricably rooted in this nature. When 
the created defects (which can only be 
through himself as first cause, through 
his own fault—cf. I-II, 79, a. 3), God, 
by his consequent will, re-orders this 
disorder to a consequent good (either 
of the sinner or of others), for, as 
Augustine says somewhere, God would 
not permit evil were He not powerful 
enough that, even though evil should 
occur, He can draw good from it. But 
to draw good from evil is quite another 
thing than permitting it in order to 
draw good from it. 
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Malum per se ad universi perfec- 
tionem non confert .. . Sed per acci- 
dens confert ad universi perfectionem, 
in quantum conjungitur alicui quod 
est de perfectione universi. Hoe 
autem potest esse vel per antecedens 
bonum, vel consequens. Antecedens, 
sicut natura quae quandoque deficit 
et quandoque non, ut liberum arbi- 
trium hominis; et sine tali natura ex 
cujus defectu sequitur malum, non 
esset universum perfectum in omni- 
bus gradibus bonitatis. Consequens 
autem est illud bonum quod occasion- 
atur ex malo. (I Sent. D. 46, q. 1, a. 
3). 


He says further that de se the evil 


of sin nowise contributes to the perfec- 
tion of the universe, that the universe 
would have been more perfect had man 
not sinned! 


Undi si nullus homo pececasset. uni- 
versum genus humanum_ melius 


foret ... nee tamen haee mala neque 
illa per se ad perfectionem faciunt: 


quia perfeectionum non sunt causae, 


sed oceasiones (Ibid., ad 6). 


Again: 


Some have said that although God 
does not will evil, yet He wills that 
evil should be or be done, because, 
although evil is not a good, yet it is 
good that evil should be or be done. 
This they said because things evil in 
themselves are ordered to some good 
end; and this order they thought was 
expressed in the words that evil 


should be or be done. This, however, 


is not correct; since evil is not of it- 
self ordered to good, but accidentally. 
For it is beside the intention of the 
sinner, that any good should follow 
from his sin; as it was beside the 
intention of the tyrants that the pa- 
tience of the martyrs should shine 
forth from all their persecutions. It 
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‘-annot therefore be said that such an 
ordering to good is implied in the 
statement that it is a good thing that 
evil should be or be done, since noth- 
ing is judged of by that which apper- 
tains to it accidentally, but by that 
which belongs to it essentially. (S.T. 
1,19,9ad1). 


Which merely confirms the conclusion 
of the article: 


Now God wills no good more than he 
wills his own goodness; yet He wills 
one good more than another. Hence 
He in no way wills the evil of sin, 
which is the privation of right order 
towards the divine good (Jbid., 


evil and its cause. The distinctions 
will never remove the mystery, but they 
do help us see that God is not just a 
drama-writer who arbitrarily creates 
heroes and villains so as to have a good 
play. 

GEORGE MOoNTAGUR, S.M. 
Seminaire Marianiste 
Fribourg, Switzerland 


“Pitfalls”? Author Explains 


EpITors: 

I am indebted to my brother priest for 
recalling the distinctions which theolo- 
gians make in seeking to clarify the 





corpus ). . . . 
relationship between the existence of 


evil and the Providence of God. 

However, the question 
whether I should have made them. It 
was not to my purpose to do so. 


Father Fischer is no doubt aware of 
these distinctions; I recall them only 
for the sake of pleading for a little more 
care in the theological explanation of 


raised is 


I was 
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THE PRESERVATION OF ALTAR BREADS 


As we all know, altar breads must be free 
from corruption if they are to be consecrated 
licitly. This has been the constant ruling of 
Canon Law. (cf. Canon 815 1). Until 
recently, this canon has been interpreted in such 
away that altar breads must have been baked 
“recently”’ to preserve them free from corrup- 
tion. The general rule was that an interval of 
two or three months between baking and use 
was sufficient to render consecration unlawful. 
Now, however, hermetic sealing has been in- 
troduced into the packaging of altar breads and 
a new interpretation of the canon became 
necessary. 


Acommunity of nuns in Holland which bakes 
altar breads for shipment to foreign mission- 
aries, necessitating intervals between baking 
and shipping of much longer duration than pre- 
scribed by Canon 815, approached the problem 
of preserving the breads by employing her- 
metically sealed cans for shipment. Bakers 
in the United States, hoping to use a similar 
preserving process, solicited an opinion from 
noted theologian Reverend Francis J. Connell, 
C.SS.R. on Canon 815. Father Connell, 
writing in the American Ecclesiastical Review 
for November, 1956, stated: 


“ 


... Wwe now have a process whereby altar 
breads can be kept fresh and incorrupt for 
months or even for years, and the practical 
question arises whether they can be used 
after a long period of time if they have been 
preserved in this scientific manner... ec- 
clesiastical law very definitely condemns the 
use of hosts made two or three months pre- 
viously. Nevertheless, I believe that a 


reasonable interpretation of these Church 
laws, which supposed that the hosts were 
kept without any scientific means for pre- 
serving them from corruption, we can hold it 
is lawful to use hosts that have been pre- 
served (by hermetic seal) . . . so that they are 
free from even the slightest sign of corrup- 
tion.”’ 


Quoted by permission 


We believe you will be pleased to know that 
we package our altar breads in hermetically 
sealed bags. Qualitative tests by an independ- 
ent chemical laboratory and _ putrifaction 
tests by a Catholic college have confirmed that 
hermetic sealing preserves the freshness and 
integrity of breads to such an extent that there 
is no difference between breads one minute old 
and those one year old. In addition, hermetic 
sealing retains ideal temper in altar breads . . . 
they do not become dry ...to cause fragmen- 
tation in the ciborium and they remain crisp... 
for easy fractio panis. 


Our baking and shipping of hermetically 
sealed altar breads is not intended to disrupt 
the traditional pattern of distribution by nuns. 
We make them available to you through your 
present source. If you are unsuccessful with 
your present source please contact us. Our 
inventory control maintains a freshness as 
required by the older interpretation of the 
Canon. 


Our activity is carried on with the approval 
of His Excellency, Most Reverend Russell J. 
McVinney, D.D., LL.D., Bishop of Providence, 
RI. 


Reprints of advertisement are available from 


CAVANAGH & SONS, INC. 


Bakers of Altar Breads 


305 Putman Ave., Smithfield, R. I. 
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merely calling the attention of preachers 
to the very dramatic way in which the 
Bible contrasts the evil which men do 
with the good which God accomplishes. 

To alter the reader to my purpose I 
inserted into the quotation given this 
sentence: “I speak in a human way as 
befits a man discussing a poet—and we 
are still talking of Isaias who was one of 
the greatest.” 

It is not quite clear that the quota- 
tions from St. Thomas bear on the exact 
point under consideration. His refuta- 
tion of the saying of Hugo of St. Victor 
(which is what 8.T. I, 19, 9 ad 1 is all 
about) was directed against the precise 
wording of a proposition. Transferring 
the argument to some other way of say- 
ing something else will, of course, affect 
its relevance. Nor is the key concept 
that permitting evil equals willing evil 
easily come by or without many distine- 
I think my statement is a fair 
from 


tions. 
summary of the quotations 
St. Thomas which I gave. 

May I beg Father Montague’s pardon 
if my words have led him to conclude 
that I think of God as a drama-writer 
who arbitrarily heroes and 
villains so as to have a good play. The 


creates 


Bible presents human history as a great 
Great drama is anything but 
That 


drama. 
arbitrary. But it is dramatic. 
was simply my point. 

JAMES A. FIscHER, C.M. 
St. Mary’s Seminary 
Perryville, Missouri 


Further Help on 
Excise Tax Problems 
EDITORS: 
The March, 1959, issue of THE Homt- 
LETIC AND PASTORAL REVIEW contained 
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my article summarizing the provisions 
of the new law which grants exemptions 
from excise taxes to nonprofit eduea- 
The law has been 
1959, and 


generally 


tional organizations. 
in effect since January 1, 
school administrators are 
familiar with its provisions. 

There may be some cases where the 
exemption from the manufacturers’ ex- 
cise tax Was not claimed at the time the 
article was purchased, either because of 
lack of knowledge of the law in the 
early months of 1959 or because the 
manufacturer or the purchaser Was not 
registered as provided by the temporary 
regulations issued by the Commissioner 
of Internal Revenue. 

The Internal Revenue Service an- 
nounced on September 28, 1959, the 
Credit 
or Refund—Exemption Certificate for 
Use by a Nonprofit Educational Organi- 


availability of a form (#2670: 


zation) to be used to support a claim for 
credit or refund of such taxes. This 
simple form is to be executed by the 
nonprofit educational organization and 
furnished to the vendor of the article. 
Copies of the form may be obtained 
from the local offices of the Internal 
tevenue Service. 

If substantial purchases of articles 
subject to the manufacturers’ excise tax 
1959, and 


the tax was paid by the school or a 


were made since January 1, 


church operating a school, consideration 
should be given to making a claim for 
refund or credit. 

A re-reading of the article in the 
March 
fresh the memory on the list of articles 


issue is recommended to. re- 
subject to tax. 

WiLuiAM H. Suiuivan, C.P.A. 
Mutual Consultants 
New York, N. Y. 
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Seeing this strange child-birth 

we become strangers in this world, 
fixing our mind in heaven. 
Therefore the Most High 

appeared on earth as a lowly man, 
because he would draw high up 

all who praised him thus: 


ALLELUIA! 
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The Book of Mormon 


A: THE 129th general conference 
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
day Saints in Utah, April, 1959, a fer- 
vent appeal was made by President 
David O. McKay that every one of the 
1,555,799 Mormons in the world should 
be a missionary in spreading the mes- 
sage of the restored gospel. But so 
zealous are Mormons both at home and 
abroad that the “Gentiles,” as they call 
others, may well regard such an incite- 
ment to further activity as superfluous. 
Their Book of Mormon, named after 
one whom they regard as a 4th century 
aD. North American prophet and com- 
piler of the records of his predecessors, 
has had to be translated into more than 
thirty foreign languages, so many are 
the lands to which their emissaries have 
gone. 

With the remarkable history of these 
people during the past one hundred and 
thirty years, however, we are not here 
concerned. The present article must be 
restricted to a study of the Book of 
Mormon itself with which the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
stands or falls, as both friends and foes 
of Mormonism admit. 

Joseph Smith himself, its founder, de- 
clared the Book of Mormon to be “the 
keystone of our religion.”* In our own 
days, William A. Morton writes that if 

1 Ne wsweek, April 20, 1959. 

*Documentary History of the Church, Vol. 
IV, p. 461. 


I. By LESLIE RUMBLE, M.S.C., S.T.D. 


he “did not believe Joseph Smith’s testi- 
mony concerning the Book of Mormon”’ 
he could believe nothing else that he 
taught.2 A hostile critic declares 
equally emphatically: ‘Destroy the 








Too many cases have been written against 
Mormonism out of impetuosity, and their lack 
of scholarly investigation has invariably 
boomeranged. In this and the following HPR 
issue Father Rumble’s case against Mormon- 
ism is based on a thorough study of the Book 
of Mormon and other official Mormon docu- 
ments. 

Our Australian apologist devotes consider- 
able space here to debunking charges made 
against Mormonism, at the same time prov- 
ing that the cumulative case against Mormon- 
ism is overwhelming, unless one is prepared to 
abandon reason and take refuge in sheer 
credulity. 





hitherto accepted authority of these 
‘sacred books’ and one has destroyed 
Mormonism.” 


OUTLINE OF THE BOOK 
The Book of Mormon was published 


’ Why I Believe the Book of Morman to Be 
the Word of God, p. 3. 

*The Mystery of Mormonism, by Stuart 
Martin, p. 17. 
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in 1830, the first edition describing Jo- 
seph Smith as “author and proprietor 
of this work.” In later editions the 
word “author” was changed to “trans- 
lator,” an alteration inspired by “divine 
revelation.’ 

The work consists of fifteen different 


” 
6 


sections called “Books,’® and professes 
to give a summary of ancient American 
history, although not in strictly chron- 
ological order. 

We are told of the migrations of three 
groups of peoples from the Middle East, 
the book opening with that of a Jewish 
prophet named Lehi, of the tribe of 
Manasseh, who came from Jerusalem to 
America about 600 B.c., with his sons 
Nephi, Laman, Lemuel, and Sam, to- 
gether with other disciples. The history 
of these and their development of a 
civilization which lasted until the 5th 
century A.D. provides the main theme 
of the book. 

After the death of Lehi, the people 
divided into two groups, the one under 
the leadership of Nephi, the other under 
Laman. Of the two, Nephi was the 
divinely-appointed prophet and the re- 
cipient of many wonderful revelations. 
The most marvelous of these revelations 
was the promise that Christ would es- 
tablish in America a second Church, 
with a second set of twelve Apostles 
chosen from among Nephi’s descend- 
ants.7 It was to these that Christ al- 
luded when He told His Apostles in 
Palestine: “Other sheep I have which 
are not of this fold.’’* 

Quite Nephi 


launches into a vigorous attack on the 


early in the book 


Catholic Church—“the great and abom- 


* Doctrines and Covenants. 21: 1. 

*These are named as follows: 1 Nephi, 2 
Nephi, Jacob, Enos, Jarom, Omni, Words of 
Mormon, Mosiah, Alma, Helaman, 3 Nephi, 
4 Nephi, Book of Mormon, Ether, Moroni 

71 Nephi, 12: 6-9. 

‘John 10:16. 
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inable Chureh’—which will become 
apostate, thus rendering a ‘Restored 
Church” 


later chapters the Book of Mormon tells 


necesary in due course.” Tp 


how Christ, some weeks after His as- 
cension, Visited the Nephites in Amer- 
ica, preached the gospel to them, and 
in the first century A.D. established His 
second Chureh among them, a Chureh 
similar in all things to the one He had 
already set up in Palestine. 

But this second Chureh also, alas, 
failed and disappeared about the 4th 
century A.D., for the followers of Nephi’s 
brother Laman became evil, were cursed 
by God with red skins, whereas the 
Nephites remained fair of skin by His 
Filled with envy, the Lamanites 
destroyed the Nephites in a final battle 
about 400 a.p. near the hill of Cumorah, 
Palmyra, N. Y., and the surviving La- 


favor. 


manites degenerated into American In- 
dians. 


“JAREDITES” AND “MULEKITES” 


As the history of the ancient Ameri- 
cans did not seem to have been carried 
back far enough with the advent of 
Lehi in 600 B.c., the Book of Ether was 
added toward the end of the new Bible, 
describing how the “Jaredites” had 
come to America thousands of years 
earlier from Mesopotamia, at the time 
of the confusion of tongues at the Tower 
of Babel. 
ing a flourishing civilization, had com- 
pletely destroyed themselves by inter- 
nal dissensions and wars shortly before 


These, however, after build- 


Lehi and his group arrived from Jeru- 
salem. 

A third group of migrants mentioned 
in the Book of Helaman 
“Nlulekites,” followers of Mulek, de- 
clared to be the son of Zedekiah, king 
Mulek migrated to America 


were the 


of Judah. 


sh Nephi, chapters 13, 14 
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deven years after Lehi; but his fol- 
lowers eventually merged with the Ne- 
phites, Who called North America the 
“Land of Mulek” as a tribute to his 


royal lineage. 
THE RECORDS 


A record of all these events, inter- 
sersed with much religious teaching, 
many prophecies, and extracts from the 
Jewish scriptures and genealogies which 
ad been brought from Jerusalem by 
Lehi, Was kept by the Nephites. These 
records were abridged by the last of 
their prophets, Mormon, although his 
on Moroni had to complete the work. 
Moroni added his own Book, containing 
the procedure to be followed in bap- 
tims, ordinations, and the administra- 
tion of the sacrament of the Lord’s Sup- 
er, and some additional .sayings of his 
father. 

All this work of Mormon and Moroni 
vas engraved on plates of gold in an- 
In 420 a.p. Moroni 
buried these plates near the hill of 


dent heiroglyphies. 


Cumorah. 

Some 1,400 vears later, he appeared 
sa “resurrected personage” to Joseph 
Smith, revealing to him the place of the 
burial so that they could be unearthed, 
translated, and added to the Bible for 
God’s purposes “in the last days.” Jo- 
seph Smith exhumed them in 1827. 


“SACRED BOOKS” OF LATTER 
DAY SAINTS 


It would be impossible to obtain an 
Latter-day 
Saint doctrines from the Book of Mor- 
non, for Joseph Smith began to formu- 


adequate knowledge of 


late those in earnest only after he had 
stablished his ““Restored Church.” 

The many additional revelations he 
claimed to have received are to be found 
n The Book of Moses (1830), Doctrine 


md Covenants (1831-35), The Book of 
Abraham (1842). 


The Book of Moses 


and The Book of Abraham, with some 
abstracts from other writings of Joseph 
Smith and his Articles of Faith, were 
published in 1851 under one title, The 
Pearl of Great Price. 

These are all regarded as the inspired 
Word of God, and are Latter-day Saint 
standard works. In facet, in explana- 
tions of their doctrines, these books are 
quoted far more frequently than the 
Book of Mormon itself. 

Still, the Book of Mormon must be 
accepted as a divinely-inspired record, 
prophetie of the restoration of Christ’s 
Church by Joseph Smith, despite the 
two previous Churches which had been 
established by Christ and which had 
both failed. 


“BOOK OF MORMON” TEACHINGS 


In general, the Book of Mormon 
teaching about God does not differ 
greatly from that of the Bible, although 
it suggests His possession of a body.!° 
Human souls pre-existed before their 
infusion into earthly bodies.1' Adam’s 
sin was in order that he might procreate 
“Adam fell, that men might 
be.”!2 But there was no transmission 


children. 


of Original Sin; infant baptism, there- 
Baptism, 
administered to adult believers only, 


fore, is quite unjustifiable.’ 


must be by immersion.'* 
forbidden: 


Polygamy is 
“There shall not any man 
among you have save it be one wife.’ 

The code of morals proclaimed by the 
Book of Mormon is in no way vicious 
or objectionable. 

Care was taken to include a prophecy 
preparing the way for the restoration 
of the Chureh by Joseph Smith in the 


° Ether, c. 3. 
Ether, 3:16 
2 Nephi, 2:25. 
Moroni, 8:9. 
'3 Nephi, 11:26. 


& Jacob, 2:27. 








THE HOMILETIC AND PASTORAL REVIEW 


latter days. It foretold “a man that 
can translate the records; for he has 
wherewith he can look, and translate all 
records that are of ancient date; and it 
is a gift from God. And the things are 
valled ‘interpreters.’ This man will be 
valled a ‘seer.’ ’’6 

According to the Book of Mormon, 
the result of the restoration of the king- 
dom of God will be temporal prosperity 
as well as spiritual blessings, and with 
the second coming of Christ the “New 
Jerusalem” or “Zion” will finally be 
established in America. 

LATER DOCTRINES 

After he had founded his “Restored 
Church,” Joseph Smith claimed to re- 
ceive progressive revelations as he went 
along, amplifying and even altering the 
teachings of his new dispensation. 

So God the Father becomes an “ex- 
alted man,” having a body of flesh and 
bones as tangible as man’s.'* The 
Garden of Eden becomes located, not 
in Mesopotamia, but in Spring Hill, 
Missouri, under the name of “Adam- 
ondi-Ahman’’?’; polygamy is declared 
lawful;'® baptism on behalf of the dead 
is advocated ;*° the earth, after the re- 
turn of Christ, will be 
immortal,” becoming “like unto a erys- 


“ 


sanctified and 


tal and will be a Urim and Thummin to 


*® Mosiah, 8:13. 

7D. & C., 130:22. Lowell L. Bennion 
writes: “Latter-day Saints believe in three 
gods, the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost. 
In that sense we differ from Judaism and also 
from most Christians, who try to make these 
three into One. ... We are monotheistic in 
the sense that we believe that God, our 
Father, is unique, for he is the Supreme Intel- 
ligence in the universe, greater than the Son, 
greater than the Holy Ghost ... Jesus Christ 
and the Holy Ghost are Gods working under 
him and with him.” “An Introduction to the 
Gospel,” pp. 34-5. 

"D. & C., 117:8. 

*D. & C., 132:52. 

"D. & C., 124:29. 
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’ 


the inhabitants,” making all things of 
inferior kingdoms manifest.! . 

In 1841 Joseph Smith summarized his 
teachings into thirteen “Articles of 
Faith,” and missionaries have these 
printed on their visiting cards. But 
the average Christian who reads them 
would understand them in a sense very 
different from that of the Mormons and 
be the victim of a colossal deception if 
he were led by them to embrace Mor- 
monism. 


OTHER CHURCHES 
BRANDED APOSTATE 


The second Chureh, which Christ had 
established among the Nephites in 
America and which had perished with 
them, had value only as providing the 
golden plates for Joseph Smith to un- 
earth, and as a prophetic type of the 
Church to be restored by him, also in 
America, in 1830. 

A problem confronting him was, of 
course, the fact that the first Chureh 
established by Christ in Palestine, the 
Catholic Church, had not vanished from 
the face of the earth like the second one 
he had imagined, but still had millions 
of followers. The only thing to do was 
to brand that Church as apostate and to 
declare all other Churches to be in the 
same plight. 

The apostasy, according to him, be- 
gan in the days of the Apostles them- 
selves and gradually developed until 
the so-called conversion of Constantine 
at the beginning of the fourth century 
A.D. The work of corruption by pagan- 
ism was then crowned by that Emper- 
or’s proclaiming Christianity as the 
State religion of the Roman Empire. 
From then on, the Church as established 
by Christ in the days of the Apostles 
was no more. Divine and priestly au- 


*D. & C., 130:9. 
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thority had disappeared, and no power 
on earth could restore it. 

The Protestant reformation was, in 
a way, a magnificent effort of reaction 
against the abominations of Rome, but 
that could not save all the different 
sects that resulted from it from being 
as apostate as their Romish mother. 


THE RESTORED CHURCH 


In 1830, however, the time had come 
for the “marvelous work and a wonder” 
predicted by Isaiah?” to make its ap- 
pearance, confounding the wisdom of 
men. 

An unsophisticated American boy of 
fourteen, Joseph Smith, born December 
23, 1805, was chosen by God, called by 
Him, told where to find the buried 
golden plates of the Book of Mormon, 
and commissioned to restore the true 
Chureh of Christ at last. 

But how could this be, since Joseph 
had neither holy orders nor religious 
authority of any kind? That difficulty 
was overcome miraculously. On May 
15, 1829, John the Baptist came from 
heaven and ordained Joseph Smith and 
Oliver Cowdery—then at work on the 
translation of the golden plates—to the 
Aaronic priesthood, laying his hands 
upon them. A few weeks later, on June 
1, the Apostles Peter, James, and John 
visited them and ordained them to the 
priesthood of Melchisedech. 

The translation of the Book of Mor- 
mon having been completed, Joseph 
proclaimed himself as “Seer, a Trans- 
lator, a Prophet, an Apostle of Jesus 
Christ, and Elder of the Church through 
the Will of God the Father and the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

He at once set about organizing the 
restored Church with the same full min- 
istry of the primitive Church, with 


“ Isaiah, 29:14. 


apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, 
high priests, seventies, elders, bishops, 
priests, teachers, and deacons. He thus 
claimed to have given back to the world 
the only perfect reproduction of the 
Church established by Christ and the 
Apostles some eighteen hundred years 
varlier. This restored Church, to be 
known as that of “Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter-day Saints,” was the fulfillment of 
all preceding dispensations. 

The great distinctive feature of this 
restored Church was its claim to a di- 
rectly divine origin. The Mormons do 
not pretend to any apostolic succession. 
Theirs is an apostolic “restoration,” 
holding authority directly and without 
any intermediaries through the three 
chief Apostles of the primitive Church: 
Peter, James, and John. 

Joseph Smith, therefore, is not like 
the human founders of new sects, such 
as Luther, Calvin, Henry VIII, Pastor 
Russell, Mrs. Mary Baker Eddy, or a 
Father Divine. In no way is his Chureh 
to be regarded as another fragment of 
Protestantism. It is the one true 
Church of Christ, with all the authority 
of Christ, restored to earth for the last 
days until He comes to reign over the 
ransomed globe from America, and for 
ever. 

The first publie proclamation of this 
restored Church was made in a sermon 
by Oliver Cowdery, April 11, 1830. 


BOOK OF MORMON’S 
FIRST CRITICS 


On its publication in 1830 the Book 
of Mormon was regarded as the product 
of yet another small and insignificant 
religious sect, not worthy of serious 
study at all. But things have changed 
since then. 

James E. Talmage does not exagger- 
ate when he writes of its author, Joseph 
Smith: “The question of this man’s 
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divine commission is a challenging one 
to the world today. If his claims to a 
divine appointment be false, forming as 
they do the foundation of the Church 
in this last dispensation, the superstruc- 
ture cannot be stable.’ 

As the book gradually 
knewn, with its declaration that all 
other Churches were apostate, adher- 


became 


ents of those other Churches sought in 
increasing numbers to explain it away, 
discrediting it as a preposterous fraud. 
Joseph Smith was well aware that this 
would happen, and included a prophecy 
of it in his book: “Many of the Gen- 
tiles shall say: ‘A Bible! A Bible! We 
have got a Bible, and there cannot be 
any more Bible.’ ”** 

Unfortunately the earliest crities, re- 
garding the whole of the new Mormon 
religion as fantastic and incredible, with 
an unsavory history, launched super- 
ficial and inaccurate attacks upon its 
sacred “Book” without so much as hav- 
ing read it. And whatever was said 
against it by one author was seized 
upon and repeated by others, a process 
that has continued in the flood of anti- 
Mormon pamphlets right through to our 
own day. 

One can easily understand this un- 
critical readiness to grasp at anything 
which might serve as a refutation of 
Convinced of its falsity 
by its very opposition to the cherished 
beliefs of the rest by Christendom, and 


Mormonism. 


regarding it as too absurd to warrant 
time devoted to intensive study and re- 
search, defenders of orthodox Christi- 
anity yet felt the need of providing 
their own people with an answer to 
proselytizing missionaries of the new 
religion. They took it for granted that, 
since the religion was false, anything 


28“ A Study of the Articles of Faith,” p. 7. 
*2 Nephi, 29:13. 


232 


tending to prove it false must be right, 
But however right the conclusion, the 
use of wrong arguments really played 
into the hands of the Mormons. 


UNJUSTIFIED THEORIES 


Indignant exposures of Mormonism, 
relying on every scrap of gossip as evi- 
dence, were easily shown to be ill- 
informed and biased. Charges that the 
Book of Mormon itself was immoral 
and obscene proved only that those 
making them had not read it, for there 
is nothing immoral in it. 

Again, the theory was advanced that 
Joseph Smith, having neither the learn- 
ing nor the talent to write the book him- 
self, borrowed its contents from a man- 
uscript tale of a Roman ship blown off 
course to America at the time of Con- 
stantine written by a Rev. Solomon 
Spaulding, and that a Campbellite 
preacher named Sidney Rigdon had 
given him biblical and theological as- 
sistance. This theory was disproved by 
the discovery of the original Spaulding 
manuscript in 1884 by President James 
H. Fairchild, of Oberlin College, a com- 
parison of it with the Book of Mormon 
showing the latter’s complete independ- 
ence of such a source, and by evidence 
that Sidney Rigdon could not have met 
Joseph Smith until after 1830, the year 
of the book’s publication. 

Dislodged from this position, later 
opponents had recourse to psychological 
explanations, declaring Joseph Smith to 
have been subject to epilepsy, to have 
been mentally unbalanced, and a victim 
of delusions. But whatever else may be 
said of the Book of Mormon, it cannot 
be described as incoherent, reflecting 
the disorderly ramblings of a deranged 
mind. 
to tell, and manifests an ingenuity and 


It has quite a consistent story 


talent which no mental aberration could 
of itself confer. 
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In refuting these mistaken theories 
and arguments, the Mormons have 
scored all along the line, really gaining 
far more benefit from them than they 
have suffered harm. The whole case 
against their book urgently needs re- 
consideration. 


CHARACTER OF JOSEPH SMITH 


When a man claims to offer the world 
anew revelation in the name of God, 
and invites us to accept him as a 
prophet of God, others have the right to 
ask whether there are any reasons why 
he should not be regarded as a trust- 
worthy person. 

They have no right, however, to say 
more than the evidence warrants, and 
many of Joseph Smith’s early critics 
went far beyond any evidence available 
in declaring that in his youth he was 
vicious and destitute of morals. It was 
not a lecherous mind that wrote a book 
which one would search in vain for any- 
thing suggestive or depraved. 

The truth is that Joseph Smith was 
a good-living, likable, highly-imagina- 
tive, foreeful, yet 
something of a Huckleberry Finn. 

The New England of his day was full 


irresponsible boy, 


of stories of buried gold, and in their 


credulity people indulged in 


erystal-gazing in the hope of locating 


many 
gold, and digging-parties were fre- 
quently organized for the excavation of 
likely places. 
went treasurer-hunting and had his own 


Joseph himself often 


“peep-stones.” 
His vagraney and the extravagant 
tales he told 


—more than onee got him into trouble. 


for he was a great talker 


At Bainbridge, New York, a court ree¢- 
ord dated March, 1827, says that he 
was found guilty of being ‘‘a disorderly 


19> 


person and an impostor.’*° During the 


*The New Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia of 
Religious Knowledge, Vol. II, p. 1576. 


‘ 


trial, Joseph admitted to using “seer- 
stones” and to having organized groups 
to search for buried treasure. 

That he was unable to distinguish be- 
tween truth and falsehood was common 
knowledge, although there is no need to 
attribute this to malice rather than to 
an undisciplined imagination. Thus 
President Edmund B. Fairfield, of 
Michigan College, stated: 


It was in August, 1850, that I found 
myself spending a week in the imme- 
diate vicinity of Palmyra and Man- 
chester, U.S.A. Three men were 
mentioned to me who had been inti- 
mately acquainted with Joseph Smith 
from the age of ten years to twenty- 
five and upwards. The testimony of 
these men was given under no stress 
of any kind. It was clear, decided, 
unequivocal testimony in which they 
all agreed. “Joseph Smith is simply 
a notorious liar.’’?® 


Speaking of Joseph at this period of 
his life, his mother, Luey Mack Smith, 
said of him: 


He would describe the ancient inhab- 
itants of this continent, their dress, 
mode of traveling, and the animals 
upon which they rode; their cities, 
their buildings, with every particular; 
their mode of warfare; and also their 
religious worship. This he would do 
with as much ease, seemingly, as if he 
had spent his whole life with them.”?7 
Of formal schooling he may have had 
little, but he read a great deal and had 
a prolific imagination bordering on cre- 
ative genius, with a conversational fa- 
cility which could hold his listeners 
spellbound. 
His accounts of his own earliest re- 
I'gious experiences was, more likely 


than not, an invented one. Writing in 


“Quoted from the American Historical 
Magazine, May, 1870, by Stuart Martin in 
“The Mysterv of Mormonism,” p. 28. 

* Piographical Sketches of Joseph Smith the 
Prophet, p. 85. 


» 
2323 








THE HOMILETIC AND PASTORAL REVIEW 


later years, he declared that in 1820, 
when he was about fourteen years of 
age, he was worrying about which of the 
Churches he should join when suddenly 
God the Father and Jesus Christ ap- 
peared bodily before him and told him 
that all were wrong and that he should 
join none of them. 

It was not until 1840 that the descrip- 
tion of this first “mystical experience” 
was published by Orson Pratt in a book 
called Remarkable Visions. Joseph 
Smith did not publish his own account 
of it until 1842. Meantime, his own 
mother’s version of the founding of the 
Church, written in 1831, gave not the 
slightest hint that Joseph had seen “two 
gods” in bodily form; nor was any men- 
tion made of such an event in the first 
printed history of the new religion pub- 
lished in 1834 by Oliver Cowdery, al- 
though Joseph had assisted in the writ- 
ing of it. That account began with the 
apparition of the “resurrected person- 
age,” Moroni, in 1823. 


MORMON CLAIMS 


Latter-day Saints claim that Joseph 
Smith was a true prophet and that the 
Book of Mormon is a God-given reli- 
gious history equal to and supplement- 
ing the Bible. They are thoroughly 
convinced of this and tenaciously de- 
fend the book’s divine origin. 

Many considerations are urged in fa- 
vor of this. Joseph Smith, they say, 
gave a patently honest account of his 
finding of the book and of God’s mirac- 
ulous help in the translating of it. Also, 
eleven men of good repute gave solemn 
testimony as witnesses who had seen 
and even handled the original “golden 
plates” from which the book was trans- 
lated. 

Other explanations of the work are 
all self-evidently false. On the other 
hand, it is claimed, learned linguists 
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have declared the engraved characters 
of the ancient language genuine. More- 
over, if one accepts the Bible as true, 
then one must accept the Book of Mor- 
mon as true, for it is in perfect agree- 
ment with the Bible in all matters com- 
mon to both, and is itself the fulfillment 
of biblical prophecies. In addition to 
all this, the contents of the book have 
been confirmed by the sciences of his- 
tory, ethnology, anthropology, and 
archaeology; nor would the Latter-day 
Saints spend literally millions of dollars 
to perpetuate a fraud. 

These arguments impress many peo- 
ple and demand careful consideration. 


THE GOLDEN PLATES 


As we have seen, it is claimed that the 
last of the Nephite prophets, Mormon, 
made an abridgment on plates of gold, 
summarizing the Nephite and other 
records,*® his son Moroni burying the 
plates on the Cumorah hillside about 
420 a.v. Joseph Smith declared that in 
1823 he was visited by Moroni, then a 
“resurrected personage,” who told him 
where the plates were to be found. He 
went to the place indicated and duly 
discovered them, but was told to wait 
four years before removing them. On 
September 22, 1827, he was permitted to 
take them. 

That inscriptions were made on metal 
plates, gold, silver, or bronze, in ancient 
times, even centuries before Christ, is 
certain, and no objections to the Book 
of Mormon on the ground that the very 
idea of such plates is an impossible one 
ean be sustained. 

With the plates Joseph Smith claimed 
to have two precious stones, attached to 
a breastplate which God had provided 
to enable him to translate into English 
the “reformed Egyptian” inscriptions 


“3 Nephi, 5:20. 
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THE BOOK OF MORMON 


on the golden plates. These stones were 
and Thummin,” also 
Joseph’s 


ealled “Urim 
‘ers’ or “interpreters.” 
friend, Martin Harris, described them 
as “white, like polished marble, with a 
ew grey streaks.” David Whitmer, 
another witness, said they were “two 
small stones of chocolate color, per- 
fectly smooth, but not transparent.” 
Joseph’s mother, Lucy Mack Smith, 
says she was shown “two smooth three- 
cornered diamonds set in glass, and the 
glasses set in silver bows.” Of the 
breastplate to which they were fastened 
she says: “It was concave on one side 
and convex on the other, and extended 
fom the neck downwards as far as the 
enter of the stomach of a man of ex- 
traordinary size.’’** 

The source of these ideas was obvi- 
ously the King James’ Version of the 
Old Testament. There we read, in Exo- 
dus 28:30, “And thou shalt put in the 
breastplate of judgment the Urim and 
Thummim.” Together with his “Urim 
and Thummim” Joseph Smith felt that 
he had to find a “breastplate,” and he 
apparently showed his mother a large 
metal one “concave on one side and 
convex on the other.” Unfortunately 
for him, the word “breastplate” in the 
King James’ Bible is a mistranslation. 
The Hebrew word “Choshen” means a 
pouch, burse, or pocket. It was made 
of linen cloth and formed part of the 
“Ephod,” one of the High-Priest’s vest- 
ments, as a kind of pocket one hand- 
breadth in width and depth. In it were 
placed two stones named “Urim and 
Thummim,” literally “lights” and “per- 
fections,” which God designated as lots 
to be used for the making of important 
decisions. If “Urim” were drawn from 


*Fawn M. Brodie, in No Man Knows My 
History, p. 40, quoting Lucy M. Smith’s “Bio- 
graphical Sketches,’ “Tiffany’s Monthly,” 
1869, and “Kansas City Journal,” 1881. 


the “Choshen,” the answer was in the 
negative; if “Thummin,” in the affirma- 
tive. 

One is justified in concluding that the 
divinely-bestowed golden plates and 
the two precious stones were as ficti- 
tious as the divinely-bestowed breast- 
plate Joseph Smith’s mother claimed to 
have seen. 


WORK OF TRANSLATION 


In translating the “golden plates” 
Joseph would sit behind a curtain, ex- 
amining their characters with the sa- 
cred instruments “Urim” and “Thum- 
mim,” and dictating the English sen- 
tences to a scribe on the other side of 
the screen. 

His wife Emma was his first assist- 
ant, but Martin Harris soon replaced 
her, working from April 12, 1828, until 
June 14 of that year. By that time 116 
pages of the manuscript had been com- 
pleted. Martin Harris’ wife, however, 
resenting his wasting his time and 
money in such a way, stole those first 
pages, and they were never recovered. 

Realizing that he could not dictate 
exactly the same words over again, and 
fearing the results of a comparison be- 
tween them and a later version should 
they be produced, Joseph declared that 
lie had received a revelation forbidding 
him to translate the same plates a sec- 
ond time. He was to translate a set of 
small Nephite plates covering the same 
period which had been found with the 
larger plates, and then to continue with 
the latter from the place where the in- 
terruption had occurred. 

The work went on slowly and inter- 
mittently until April 7, 1829, when a 
new secretary, Oliver Cowdrey, re- 
placed Martin Harris. Then the work 
went on with almost incredible speed, 
the whole book being finished by June 
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11, 1829. 
Moroni then 


The “resurrected personage” 
reappeared to Joseph 
Smith and took back the golden plates, 
removing them altogether from this 
world; but not before eleven witnesses 
had seen them, noting the ancient char- 
acters engraved upon them. 

In replying to objections based on 
textual difficulties in the book, Mor- 
mons today say that Joseph Smith 
“while translating under the inspiration 
of God obtained the meaning of the 
text.”” He “had neither a Ph.D. in Eng- 
lish, nor had he been trained as a lin- 
guist. He gave the ideas in the English 
language in such phraseology and dic- 
tion as he could muster.’*” 

But that will not do. For David 
Whitmer, one of the principal witnesses, 
declared that he had watched Joseph 
Smith and Oliver Cowdrey at work, and 
said that Joseph had put his seer-stones 
into a hat, and that when he looked 
into them a spiritual light would shine 
and provide him with a vision of a 
parchment-like document so that he 
had no need to look at the plates them- 
selves; and on this document the char- 
acters would appear word by word with 
the translation in English under them. 
“Thus the Book of Mormon was trans- 
lated by the gift and power of God, and 
not by any man.’”*! 

Such a miraculously-provided trans- 
lation would of its very nature be in- 
fallibly correct, Joseph Smith’s quali- 
fications or lack of them not counting 
at all! 

The book having been completed, it 
was published on March 26, 1830, the 
title-page describing it as “An account 
written by the hand of Mormon upon 


plates taken from the plates of Nephi.” 


” The Book of Mormon, by 
Harris, Jr., p. 109. 

= Addre SS lo All Be lic vers in Christ. by 
David Whitmer, p. 12 


Franklin S 
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THREE MAIN WITNESSES 


Mormons claim that, although Mor- 
oni took the plates back to heaven, go 
that they themselves cannot be pro- 
duced as evidence, witnesses of good re- 
pute gave solemn testimony before God 
to having seen them. They complain 
that these witnesses are side-stepped al- 
together or brushed off with a passing 
reference. They insist, however, that 
their testimony still stands and that no 
book has ever been offered to the world 
as a divine record so fully supported by 
the unimpeachable attestations of liy- 
ing persons. 

But are their attestations unimpeach- 
able? 


granting, that the alleged 


Even supposing, although not 
Witnesses 
were all men of good repute in every re- 
spect, and that they were subjectively 
convineed that they had seen the plates 
and were not consciously lying, the pos- 
sibility remains that they were victims 
of their own imagination or of deliber- 
ate deception by Joseph Smith. 

It is significant that the first thre 
and main witnesses, Oliver Cowdrey, 
David Whitmer, and Martin Harris had 
a “revelation” given to them through 
“Behold, I say unto 
rely upon my _ word, 


Joseph Smith: 
you, you must 
which if you do... you shall have a 
view of the plates. . .. It is by your 
faith that you shall obtain a view ol 
them . and ye shall testify that you 
have seen them,’ 

The elaim is made that the three wit- 
nesses, While in the woods at prayer, 
were granted a vision of an angel hold- 
ing the plates and showing them the 
engravings on them, a voice coming 
from a blaze of surrounding light and 
saying: “These plates have been re 
vealed by the power of God . . . bear 
record of what you now see and hear.” 


‘D. & C., 17:1-85. 
* History of the Church. Vol l, pp 54, 55 
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THE BOOK OF MORMON 


The three, however, gave conflicting 
versions of the incident afterwards, as 
different 
descriptions 
given by several people. One of them, 
Martin Harris, when questioned by a 
Palmyra lawyer, “Did you see the 
plates and the engravings on them with 
replied: “I did not 
see them as I do that pencil-case, yet I 


inevitably happens when 


imaginations color’ the 


your bodily eyes?” 


saw them just as distinctly as I see any- 
thing around me—though at the time 
they were covered with a cloth.’** It is 
dificult to fit that in with the angelic 
vision; but, in any case, one is left with 
little confidence that the others had any 
more definite a sight of the plates than 
Martin Harris. 


EIGHT ADDITIONAL WITNESSES 


In addition to the testimony of the 
above three witnesses, the Book of Mor- 
mon is prefaced with that of eight 
others who claimed not only to have 
seen the plates, but to have handled or 
“hefted” them with their hands. 

Their names are given as Christian 
Whitmer, Jacob Whitmer, Peter Whit- 
mer, Jr., John Whitmer, Hiram Page, 
Joseph Smith, Sen., Hyrum Smith, and 
Samuel H. Smith. Four Whitmers, 
three Smiths, and Hirma Page who had 
married one of the Whitmer daughters! 
It is altogether too close a family cir- 
cle. Not that they were necessarily and 
But the degree in 
which people can persuade themselves 


consciously lying. 


of “having seen things” has surely been 
made evident in our own days by those 


Ne The Confusion of Tongues, by Charles W. 
Ferguson, p. 371. 


ready to swear that they have actually 
seen “flying saucers,” and by the suc- 
cess of groups dedicated to promotion 
among themselves and others of belief 
in such mechanical visitants from outer- 
space. 

That the eight witnesses believed that 
they had “hefted” the plates could 
quite well be due to Joseph’s having 
provided a weighted box of some kind 
for them to lift, his assurance that it 
contained the plates being evidence 
enough to make them think their testi- 
mony justified. 

Such explanations are not an irre- 
sponsible dismissal of the eleven wit- 
For it is not enough merely to 
cite human witnesses for inherently un- 
miraculous events. The 
task still remains of assessing the credi- 


nesses. 
likely and 


bility of those witnesses in the light of 
their environment and its prevailing at- 
mosphere, as well as of their individual 
temperaments and critical objectivity. 
However strong testimony may appear 
at first sight, it may not be able to with- 
stand a searching psychological analy- 
sis of those who testified. Above all, if 
we are asked to believe something solely 
on the word of witnesses, we are en- 
titled to check their worth by a close 
study of that to which they bear testi- 
All such factors must be taken 
into consideration. And a critical ex- 
amination of the Book of Mormon it- 
self, together with the circumstances of 
its composition, leaves no room for rea- 
sonable doubt about the unreliability of 
the witnesses on its behalf. 


mony. 


(Father Rumble completes his case in 


the next issue of HPR.) 











Pope John XXIII: 
His First Annwersary 


a knows that the popes 
are human and that, like the rest of us, 
they also must one day die. And yet 
when death claims one the loss is great 
and deeply felt, especially if he is a man 
of the stature of Pope Pius XII; and 
one wonders who will take his place and 
how the new man will be able to fill it. 
Such surely were the thoughts of the 
Christian world when the news of the 
aggravated condition of Pius XII 
poured into the daily papers and filled 
the news broadeasts during the first 
week of October, 1958, and especially 
on the day of his death, October 9. 

God provided the answer in an un- 
expected manner two weeks later when, 
on October 28, Angelo Giuseppe Ron- 
ealli, the Cardinal Patriarch of Venice, 
was elected as the successor of Pius XII 
and took as his name John XXIII. In 
the one year of his reign the new Pope 
has been so active and imprinted such a 





Fr. Martin W. Schoen- 
berg, a Crosier Father, 
studied at the Catholic 
University and later ob- 
tained the S.T.D. at the 
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order’s seminary at Fort 
Wayne, Indiana, Father 
Schoenberg has had expe rience as a pastor of 
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translating and other writing. 
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By MARTIN W. SCHOENBERG, 0O.S.C. 


specific character on his own reign and 
on the papacy as a whole that in the 
general amazement his predecessor has, 
for the moment, all but been forgotten. 


GREAT POPES 


In this we have another proof of God's 
great love for his Chureh and His fa- 
therly providence in her behalf. It is 
commonplace and trite to say that ours 
are trying times. Yet they are. And 
during the last century, God has pro- 
vided his Chureh with leaders compara- 
ble to any in Church history. As prooi, 
think only of Pius IX, Leo XIII, St. 
Pius X, Benedict XV, Pius XI, Pius 
XII, and now our gloriously reigning 
pontiff, John XXIII. 

There are many who remember the 
death of Pius XI in 1939. His reign 
also had been a long and active one; 
his achievements were many, not least 
among them the Lateran Treaty which 
re-established the Roman Pontiff as a 
temporal sovereign. His times too, 
were difficult, for it was then that the 
dictatorships of Europe were being 
formed. His death was truly a great 
loss, and people wondered who could 
possibly replace him. The answer was 
Pope Pius XII; and nobody dares say 
that he was a poor successor. 

Presumably the same sentiments pre- 
vailed at the death of the other popes. 
And each time God provided the answer 
by placing at the head of His Chureh 4 
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POPE JOHN XXIII: 


man who was particularly gifted for the 
time. Pius XI reigned during the time 
of Mussolini’s dictatorship in Italy. 
People who were in Rome at the same 
time claim that Pius XI was a “dicta- 
tor in his own right,” able to tip the 
scales in his own favor whenever he 
was compelled to deal with Mussolini 
or with his contemporary, Hitler. One 
example will suffice. On one occasion 
when Hitler was visiting Mussolini in 
Rome and the latter wished to show the 
Fiihrer the splendors of the Eternal 
City, including the treasures of the 
Vatican Museum, Pius XI simply 
ordered the museum closed during the 
days of Hitler’s stay. 

He was succeeded by the saintly and 
scholarly Pius XII, a statesman second 
to none, whose diplomatic strategy was 
able so to maneuver the ministers of the 
warring nations accredited to the Holy 
See, that he could maintain continuous 
diplomatic relations with all of them. 


More than that, his skill and tact made | 


the Vatican the international clearing 
house for the exchange of diplomatic 
notes and proposals throughout the 
whole period of the Second World War. 


THE GOOD SHEPHERD 
And now there is John XXIII. who 


presents himself unabashedly to the vic- 
tims of a war-torn world and asks only 
to be their pastor, their shepherd, and 
their brother. 
the Viear of Jesus Christ, the ideal 
Good Shepherd; this is how he has prof- 
fered himself from the very outset of 
his reign, when in the address delivered 


This is his aspiration as 


at his coronation he said: 


In these days of great mystery and 
trepidation, however, as We strain to 
hear the voices of the earth, while on 
the one hand We are comforted and 
encouraged by the universal joy and 
exaltation which greeted Our eleva- 
tion to the supreme pontificate, on the 


HIS FIRST ANNIVERSARY 


other hand We are made anxious and 
perplexed by the variety and immense 
duties which burden Our shoulders: 
those duties, We mean, which are at- 
tributed to Us on one side and the 
other, in various ways each individ- 
ual taking it upon himself to entrust 
Us with one, within limited horizons 
and according to his own personal ap- 
titudes, his own experience, his own 
peculiar way of conceiving individual 
and collective life. There are, in fact, 
those who expect the pontiff to be a 
statesman, a diplomat, a scholar, an 
organizer of collective life, or in short, 
one whose mind is open to all the 
forms of progress in modern life, with- 
out any exception. O Venerable 
Brothers and beloved children, all 
such persons are outside the right 
path to be followed, since they enter- 
tain a concept of the supreme pontifi- 
cate which does not fully conform to 
the true ideal. In fact, the new pope, 
passing through the various events of 
life, is like the son of Jacob, who, 
meeting his brothers in the human 
tribulation, discloses to them the ten- 
derness of his heart and, bursting into 
tears, says, “I am your brother, 
Joseph” (Gen. 45: 4). 


The same theme was repeated two 
days later when he addressed some 500 
newsmen and journalists who had come 
to Rome from all parts of the world for 
the conclave. Approaching them in an 
informal and friendly manner, he told 
them in French: 


I am your brother. I am the 
brother of all men, linked to each and 
every one by sentiments of love. 
Some people have made a picture for 
themselves of a political Pope; others 
of a learned Pope; others of a diplo- 
matie Pope. But instead, the Pope 
is just Pope: he is the good shepherd 
who tries by all means to reach the 
souls of men and to spread and defend 
truth and goodness.” 


'Giovanetti, We Have a Pope; Newman, 
1959: p. 148. 

* HoMILETIC AND PastoraL Review, Febru- 
ary, 1959; p. 461. 
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DIVINE PROVIDENCE 


God manifests His love and provi- 
dence for the Church not only by the 
men He has placed at her head during 
the last century, but also in the manner 
in which they have been chosen. Who 
is not familiar by now with the manner 
in which Pope St. Pius X was elected? 
Everyone knows how he began his trip 
to Rome by purchasing a return ticket 
to Venice. All the books written about 
him seem to take singular delight in de- 
scribing the incident that took place in 
the conclave when Cardinal Puzyna, 
Archbishop of Cracow, Poland, then a 
part of the Austro-Hungarian empire, 
seeing that Cardinal Rampolla, the Sec- 
retary of State under Leo XIII, was al- 
most certain to be elected, rose and said 
that he brought a message from Em- 
peror Franz Josef of Austria and 
thought the time had come to reveal it. 
In the name and by the authority of 
His Majesty, Cardinal Puzyna wished 
to make use of an ancient privilege, the 
right of veto against Cardinal Ram- 
polla. 

The members of the conclave were 
rightfully shocked and indignant at 
both the Emperor and the Cardinal for 
their impudence and 
Rampolla an even larger vote of confi- 
dence in the next ballot. Eventually, 
however, the balance of votes swung 
over to the candidate who was weakest 
at first, and Giuseppe Cardinal Sarto 
became Pope Pius X. It is futile to 
speculate what kind of a pope Cardinal 
Rampolla would have been. We do 
know it as a fact that Pius X was a 
great man and a saint, whose character 


gave Cardinal 


and great sanctity are only now coming 
to be fully appreciated. 

One of the first acts of Pope St. Pius 
X was to reform the rules that governed 
the election of a new pope, thereby mak- 
ing a recurrence of the incident that had 
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taken place during the previous con- 
clave impossible in the future. 
forth the activities of the conclave are 
entirely secret and the documents 
thereof are destroyed. Pope John 
XXIII humorously referred to this facet 
when he spoke to the newsmen and 
journalists on November 6, 1958. He 
confided to them that sleep had been 
difficult for a few nights, and that he 
did spend some wakeful hours casting 
an eye over the many newspapers to see 


Hence- 


what was being said about the conclave: 


I find it interesting to learn so many 
secrets of the conclave from the news- 
papers. But of course, you can say 
anything you like and nobody can 
prove you wrong, since all the docu- 
ments of the conclave have _ been 
burned.* 


Like the newsmen and journalists, we 
can do more than speculate on what ac- 
tually took place during the conclave. 
Yet we all remember that it was only 
during the last ballot on the third day 
that the election took place. What hap- 
pened in the previous eleven ballotings, 
only God and those who were present 
know. However, among the specula- 
tions of the newsmen there was one that 
was quite prominent in the papers of our 
country. It was that the election finally 
came to Cardinal Roncalli through the 
influence and coalition of the eight 
French Cardinals, because of the esteem 
they had for him as nuncio to France. 
Whether this is true or not cannot be 
said. If it is true, we have just another 
instance of divine providence using 4 
very human consideration as a means to 
provide His Church with an unexpected 
blessing in the person of the new Pope. 


CARDINAL RONCALLI 
The election of Angelo Cardinal] Ron- 


3 Ibid. 
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POPE JOHN XXIII: 


ealli to the papacy was really a bit of a 
surprise. Not much was known about 
him. His name and picture did appear 
in some of the leading magazines as a 
possible candidate, but certainly not in 
the first rank. When he was elected, the 
same magazines called him an “interim 
Pope,” as if the electing Cardinals had 
east ballots for him because they could 
not agree on any of the stronger candi- 
dates and wanted .time for new blood 
and more consideration. Now, a year 
after the election and coronation, we can 
look at our Holy Father with a calmer 
and more experienced eye, and our con- 
clusion must be that he is anything but 
an “interim Pope.” Instead, he is a 
man who is both realist and idealist, 
who knows what he wants to do and 
sets about doing it. 

For his characteristic realism we need 
but recall the words he spoke at his in- 
stallation at the Lateran on November 
23,1958: “We have no right to look 
forward to a long road. As far as our 
own humble life is concerned, We might 
fittingly repeat the words of the after- 
non song: Largire lumen vespere: 
quo vitam nusquam decidat.”* 

For his idealism we may refer to his 
reeent proclamation of an Ecumenical 
Council for the universal Church and of 
asynod for the diocese of Rome. 

The world has not yet recovered from 
the surprise and the shock of both pro- 
posals. And the Pope did not merely 
announce his firm resolution to hold 
both, but immediately set in motion the 
machinery that is to accomplish this. 
The reverberations to the proposed 
Ecumenical Council are sweeping 
through the secular and the religious 
press. As for the synod, it is intended 
0 serve as a model for similar ones in 
other dioceses throughout the world. 
The preliminaries are already finished, 


*The Pope Spe aks, V, no. 3; p. 287. 
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and the first meeting of the preparatory 
commission had the Pope himself pre- 
siding. The importance and the signifi- 
cance of all this becomes more apparent 
when it is remembered that there has 
been no synod exclusively for the Ro- 
man diocese for over six hundred years. 
The last one was held under Boniface 
VIII in 1302.5 


POPE JOHN XXIII 


As a man, John XXIII has simply 
confounded Rome and the world at large 
with his activity and energy. During 
the first year of his pontificate, he has 
been constantly appearing in person at 
one place or another to participate in or 
lend dignity to some particular function. 
To give a few examples: he assisted at 
the opening of the school year at the 
Lateran on November 27, 1958. Three 
days later he visited the College of the 
Propaganda and addressed the faculty 
and student body there. He visited the 
hospitals of the Infant Jesus and the 
Holy Spirit the day before Christmas. 
On Christmas day he paid a visit to the 
Regina Coeli prison. On January 25, 
he personally took part in the cere- 
monies at St. Paul Outside the Walls. 
On the Sundays of Lent he attended the 
various Stationes that are appropriate 
for the day. On Holy Thursday he par- 
ticipated in the ceremonies as they were 
celebrated in St. John Lateran and him- 
self washed the feet of thirteen young 
All this took place to the de- 
light of the Roman people who have 
lovingly dubbed him with the nick- 
name, “Johnnie Walker.” 

His energy has expressed itself in 
During the course of 
his long reign, Pope Pius XII became 
famous for his many allocutions, radio 
addresses, encyclical letters, etc. They 


priests. 


another manner. 


® HoMILETIC AND Pastorat Review, May, 
1959; p. 745. 
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were collected at the end of each year of 
his reign and published in a huge vol- 
ume, entitled Discorsie Radiomessagi di 
sua Santita Pio XII. Pope John rivals 
his predecessor in this regard both in the 
great number and in the length of his 
messages. A comparison of the mes- 
sages of Pope John in the first four 
months of 1959 with those of Pope Pius 
in the same period of 1958, shows that 
the total volume of Pope John’s mes- 
sages are at least twenty-five per cent 
greater than those of Pius XII.® 


THE SCHOLAR 


Like Pius XII, the new pontiff has re- 
peatedly manifested himself as a bril- 
liant man and as a scholar, although 
their fields of specialization and inter- 
est are different. Pius XII was trained 
from youth as a jurist, whereas John 
XXIII developed his special interests 
in history. Among the latter’s appoint- 
ments as a young priest was that of 
teaching history and 
apologetics at the lyceum of the semi- 
nary at Bergamo from 1906 to 1912. 
Later on patrology was added to his 


ecclesiastical 


schedule. After his discharge from the 
army in 1919 he resumed teaching at the 
seminary and was appointed spiritual 
director to the Student House founded 
by him in Bergamo. 

In 1921 he was summoned to Rome 
by Benedict XV and made President of 
the Italian National Committee of the 
Later that 
year he was made Domestic Prelate and 


Propagation of the Faith. 


interna- 
During 


appointed a member of the 
tional Council of this Society. 
this time he occasionally taught patris- 
tics at the Pontifical Lateran Seminary, 
fond memories of which he recalled in 
an address to the faculty and students 
there at the opening of the school year 
last November. 


* The Pope Speaks, V, no. 3; p. 257. 
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His interest and aptitude in Church 
history has found further expression jn 
numerous competent studies and mono- 
graphs. The most important by reason 
of its subject matter and length is his 
work entitled Atti della Visita Apostol- 
ica di San Carlo Borromeo a Bergamo 
—1575, published in five volumes be- 
tween 1936 and 1952. 
historical studies by him are: 


Other important 
Il Card- 
inale Cesare Baronio nel centenario 
della sua morte (1908) ; La Misericordia 
maggtore (1912); a biography of about 
five hundred pages entitled In Memoria 
di Mons. Radini Tedeschi Vescovo di 
Bergamo (1916). In 1939, while apos- 
tolic delegate in Turkey and Greece, he 
published his Inizi del Seminario di 
Bergamo e San Carlo Borromeo. Thus 
we see that his love and interest in 
Church history continued even after he 
had been consecrated archbishop while 
he was primarily engaged in diplomatic 
work for the Holy See. 


ST. CHARLES BORROMEO 


The person of chief interest and love 
in this study of ecclesiastical history 
was St. Charles Borromeo. This vener- 
ation for the great archbishop of Milan 
led Pope John XXIII to choose the saint 
as the model for his pastoral ministry 
and the patron saint of his pontificate. 
He made this clear from the very first, 
when in his coronation address last 


November 4th, he said: 


Finally, Venerable Brothers, Car- 
dinals and Bishops of the Holy Ro- 
man Church, and beloved sons, priests 
and members of the faithful, We are 
pleased to direct your attention to 4 
circumstance that gives us_ great 
pleasure: the fact that this celebra- 
tion falls upon a day which has a joy- 
ful meaning for Us as a priest and 4 
bishop. 

On this feastday, Nov. 4th, o 
which the coronation of a new Sov- 
ereign Pontiff will henceforth be com- 
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, morated, the universal Church cele- intention to convoke an Ecumenical 
sn brates each year in her sacred liturgy — Council and a Roman synod. 
mn0- the feast of Saint Charles Borromeo. F 
ison We have long had a special affection CHRISTIAN UNITY 
his for this bishop of Milan who must be ; 
tol. numbered among the greatest shep- As we now reread the allocutions that 
herds of the flock. For it was thirty- — the new pontiff made on different occa- 
— four years ago that We were conse- sions, we see in retrospect that he was 
» crated an Archbishop, amid solemn thinking of these things from the very 
tant ecclesiastical services, in the church Ry . ae , 
urd- dedicated at Rome to his honor, beginning ; that they constitute the 
al where his heart is kept as a precious essential components of /his notion of 
di relic. a good pastor. Already in his message 
You know that God’s Church has  Urbi et Orbi on the day after his elec- 
wt at times amid the trials of the cen- tion, the new Pope issued an explicit in- 
ae turies lost some of her vigor, but she yitation to unity which had much more 
0 dh has always found new strength again. saan ili te t first laaliaiedl 
pos- It was in such a period of ecclesiasti- convent than Was at Eres understood. 
», he eal decline that Saint Charles was We embrace the whole Church, 
dj called in the wisdom of a provident Western and Eastern, with warm 
hus | hese Bae. phe yl Paget ts fatherly love. We open Our loving 
; , Het Reap ne heart and extend Our outstretched 
di that the decrees of the Council of arms to all who are separated from 
r he rent might have the greatest possible this Apostolic See, where Peter lives 
hide efficacy and strove by his example to in thie Ganeeeene “ayes te the oli 
vatic enforce them in Milan and through- summation of the world” (Matt. 28, 
out Italy, he well deserves the dis- 20) and fulfills Christ’s command to 
Gaguished title Master of Bishops. bind and loose on earth (cf. Matt. 16, 
Sovereign Pontiffs took counsel of 19) and to feed the Lord’s entire 
him; he was to a marvelous degree a flock (ef. John 21. 15-17). 
love model o episcopal holiness. We long for their return to the 
hore During the religious services which house of the common Father and re- 
accompany the coronation of a Sov- peat the words of the Divine Re- 
a ereign Pontiff, it is permissible to add deemer: ‘Holy Father, keep in thy 
filan to the litanies the names of those name those whom thou hast given me, 
saint Saints for whom the new Pope has that they may be one even as we are”’ 
istry special devotion. And now when the (John 17.11). For thus “there shall 
eile invocation “Saint Charles help him,” be one fold and one shepherd” (John 
‘ is raised today, pray fervently that 10, 16). We pray that they might 
am, heavenly blessing might descend all return freely and gladly; may this 
last upon Us in abundance through the in- come to pass “soon through the in- 
tercession of Saint Charles, Our pa- spiration and assistance of God’s 
tron, on whose support We rely now grace. They will not find it a strange 
Car- and for the future.’ house, but one that is truly their own, 
Xo- a house which has from time im- 
riests What this admiration for the char- memorial been enlightened by the 
e are § acter of St. Charles Borromeo and the teachings and adorned by the virtues 
to : invocation of his intercession by Pope of their forefathers.® 
e John XXIII means is only gradually be- This part of the speech caught the 
joy: J “Ming clear. It has animated his zeal _ attention of the Greek press and caused 
ind a § and his program from the very first, and a certain uneasiness in Orthodox circles. 
found its culmination in the proclama- ; ee 
1, 0 F tion on January 25th of this year of his Katherimim, a newspaper gener- 
Sov- ; . ally reflecting the opinions of the 
com- , aa 
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Greek government, recalled that John 
XXIII was well known to the Greeks 
for his charities, and added: “He 
knows the Greek language and the 
Balkan countries well. It would not 
be an exaggeration to think that the 
new pontiff will show a particular in- 
terest in Catholics in these parts, 
which will be well and good provided 
it is done with discretion and a 
scrupulous desire to abstain from any 
effort at  proselytism.” Another 
paper, the independent Vima_ re- 
ported: “John XXIII is considered 
one of the Titulars of the Western 
Chureh who are most familiar with 
Eastern questions, and one of those 
most interested in the expansion of 
Catholicism in our part of the world. 
This is a possibility which the Ortho- 
dox patriarch of Constantinople and 
the other Oriental Christian 
Churches, which have always been an 
objective of the papacy, should take 
into account.. 7” 


UNIVERSAL PASTOR 


The same appeal for unity, and his 
great desire to be a pastor, a shepherd 
to the universal flock, formed an essen- 
tial part of the new Pope’s coronation 
address, six days later, when he said: 


a new Pontiff embodies that 
clear image set forth in the Gospel 
when St. John describes the Good 
Shepherd in the Savior’s own words 
(cf. John 10, 1-21). No one can 
enter the sheepfold of Jesus Christ 
except under the guidance of the 
Supreme Pontiff. Only when men are 
in union with him can they safely 
attain salvation, since the Roman 
Pontiff is the Vicar of Christ and rep- 
resents Him on earth. How fine it is 
to bear in mind this picture of the 
Good Shepherd which the Gospel nar- 
rative sets out in such exquisite and 
attractive terms. 

Venerable Brothers and _ beloved 
sons, the Roman Pontiffs through the 
ages, and particularly Our Predeces- 


® Giovanetti, We Have a Pope; footnote, p. 
144. 
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sor Pius XII, have issued warnings on 
this matter and We now do the same. 
We assert vigorously and sincerely 
that it is Our particular intention to 
be the shepherd, the pastor, of the 
whole flock. All other human gifts 
and accomplishments—learning 
practical experience, diplomatic fi- 
nesse—can broaden and enrich pas- 
toral work, but they cannot replace 
it. 

A special place must be given the 
zeal and concern of the good shepherd 
who is ready for the most difficult 
tasks, who is outstanding for his pru- 
dence, uprightness, and steadfastness, 
who does not fear danger. “The good 
shepherd gives his life for his sheep” 
(John 10,11). With what beauty is 
the Church of Christ, “the shepfold” 
(ib. 10, 1), resplendent! The shep- 
herd “goes before the sheep” (ef. 
10, 4), and they all follow him. To 
defend them he is not afraid to ward 
off the attacks of the wolf by fighting. 

And then the mind turns to even 
deeper thoughts: “Other sheep | 
have that are not of this fold. Them 
also must I bring, and they shall hear 
my voice, and there shall be one fold 
and one shepherd!” (ib. 10, 16). 
These words sum up the scope and 
the splendor of all missionary work. 
This activity is certainly the first con- 
cern of the Roman Pontiff, though not 
the only one, for even of itself it in- 
volves many other cares that are no 
less important.?° 


SUPREME PRIEST 


A similar thought comes to the fore 
in the address he gave on the occasion 
of his installation at the Lateran on 
November 23rd, 1958. 


At the start of our current age, 
which is so immersed in problems 0! 
social order and disorder, a modern 
sociologist, who was a fervent and de- 
vout Catholic, made a wish that the 
twentieth century might see Christ 
carried back in triumph on the shoul- 
ders of the people. 

Alas, Christ has not yet come back 
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(ef. hood, whatever their language or in themselves good and worthy of re- 
To rite, here and throughout the world spect. The vexing problem of broken 
weed vee _ unity of the heritage of Christ still 
tine _ The chief glory of any Pontificate remains; obstacles still hinder its 
poe is, in fact, its conformity in practice solution; it portends a long road of 
0 | with the gospel command “go and serious difficulties and uncertainties. 
‘hem preach even In the most distant The sadness of this sorrowful ob- 
hase places. This is an important point, servation does not arrest—nor will it 
fold on which the teachings of the Fathers, arrest, We pray God—the effort of 
16). both Eastern and Western, are in per- Our soul to continue the loving invi- 
ond fect agreement. St. John Chrysos- tation to Our dear separated brothers, 
wel tom, for instance, reminds every who also carry on their forehead the 
eon- pope, every bishop and priest, of his name of Christ and who read His holy 
~ sacred duty to proclaim the sacred and blessed Gospel, and who are not 
it in- doctrine, and points to it as the high- insensible to the inspirations of reli- 
"e NO est responsibility for each of them. gious piety, of beneficent and blessed 
We men of God are not called charity. 
upon to render an account of our in- Recalling the words of Our Prede- 
dividual lives and nothing more . cessors—from Leo XIII to Pius XII. 
. fore hers — he Pepe for = through St. Pius X, Benedict XV, and 
; ag ; - — Pius XI—who extended from the 
asion John Chrysostom, Homily 15 on St. Apostolic Chair the invitation to 
n on Matthew). 7 eh ; unity, permit Us to say—by which 
We intend to make this clear from We mean that We do say—that We 
the very first days of Our Pontificate intend to pursue humbly, but fer- 
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odern INVITATION TO ALL vine Good Shepherd, which He con- 
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it, the In his Christmas message last year, harvests which whiten the vast mis- 
Yhrist B the Male Wather task up again the sionary fields: “Them also I must 
houl- ie of unites he different {: bring. . .and there shall be one fold 
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was imminent: “That all may be 
one, even as thou, Father, in me and 
I in thee; that they also may be one 
in Us that the world may believe that 
thou hast sent me” (John 17, 21).!* 


ECUMENICAL COUNCIL 


In this Christmas message Pope 
John XXIII tactfully reminded the 
members of the Orthodox Churches of 
their own efforts at unity among them- 
selves and of invitations for a larger 
Christian unity which had been ten- 
dered them by his predecessors, assur- 
ing them that they are very dear to him 
and that he humbly intends to pursue 
the matter further. The occasion for 
this came a month later, on January 
25th, when the Church celebrates the 
feast of the Conversion of St. Paul and 
the close of the Church Unity Octave. 
The Holy Father took part in the cere- 
monies that were held in the Basilica of 
St. Paul Outside the Walls and during 
the Mass delivered a sermon on unity, 
liberty, and peace. Later in the day, 
while he was surrounded by the Car- 
dinals, he had more to say to them. He 
began by telling them that he had some- 
thing special he wished to confide to 
them. He recalled some of his experi- 
ences in Rome as a student and later as 
a young priest. He spoke to them of 
the changes he had noticed since his re- 
turn as Sovereign Pontiff. Some of 
them were for the good, and others 
could well stand a reconsideration for 
the welfare of those immediately in- 
volved as for that of the whole world. 
And then it came! 


Venerable Brothers and Beloved 
Sons! Trembling with a certain 
amount of emotion and motivated by 
a humble but firm resolution, we pro- 
claim Our intention of holding a two- 
fold celebration, that of a diocesan 
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synod for Rome and of an ecumenica] 
council for the universal Church. 


He continued by telling them that he 
was certain they all realized what this 
meant and involved, and that he would 
give further instructions as time went 
along and the Holy Spirit suggested 
them to him. He asked of them their 
confidence and cooperation, and assured 
them that the experiences of the past 
three months had formulated and con- 
firmed this his resolve. Then he ended. 


From all we implore a good begin- 
ning, continuation, and a happy end- 
ing for these resolutions of an earnest 
but difficult task which We are under- 
taking for the enlightenment, edifica- 
tion, and joy of all Christian people; 
and We extend a new invitation to the 
faithful of the separated Churches 
that they also join us cheerfully and 
with good will in this search for unity 
and grace, for which so many souls 
long in all parts of the world." 


TACT AND WARMTH 


The proclamation of the Ecumeni- 
eal Council and the synod for the dio- 
cese of Rome literally shook the whole 
world. Though the notions of the good 
shepherd, of a kind brother and a lov- 
ing father, of Christian unity, has been 
a repeated theme in all the addresses of 
Pope John XXIII from the very first, 
nobody had really fathomed their full 
intent, and the double announcement 
came as a total surprise. By Easter 
there had been two months time to pub- 
licize the two proposals throughout the 
world and opportunity to reflect and 
comment on their significance. Now 
the Holy Father can appeal even mor 
openly to the people of the Near East 
for Christian unity. 


We have been raised by a singular 
disposition of Providence to include 
'S Acta Apostolicae Sedis, Feb. 27, 1959; P 
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POPE JOHN XXIII: 


all nations of the earth in Our pas- 
toral and paternal embrace; those na- 
tions have likewise, during the cen- 
turies, been called to and trained in 
the faith and grace of Christ our 
Savior. It will be readily understood 
and forgiven Us if Our heart is unable 
to restrain a throb of particularly 
warm tenderness for the sons of a 
strong and good people whom We met 
in the course of Our journeys. With 
these We shared the more vigorous 
years of Our life—1925 to 1934—in 
one part or another of the Balkan re- 
gion, in the exercise of a spiritual min- 
istry during which Christian senti- 
ments of brotherhood were accorded a 
respectful welcome. We delight to 
recall with ever lively affection that 
fine people, hard-working, honest, sin- 
cere, and their beautiful capital, Sofia, 
which brought Us back to the ancient 
Sardica of the first Christian cen- 
turies, and to the noble and glorious 
periods of their history. 

It is now many years since the 
vision of that dear country was taken 
from Our eyes, but all those pleasant 
friendships with individuals and fami- 
lies remain alive in Our heart and 
daily in Our prayers. 

To the remembrance of the people 
of Bulgaria, on this feast of the Res- 
urrection of our Lord, the first of Our 
pontificate, We are glad to join in 
Our greeting and Our message of 
benediction all the others whom We 
met in Our successive journeys in the 
near East, as also in the West—the 
Turks, the Greeks, the French; all so 
well disposed toward Us, all equally 
dear to Us in the light and love of 
Christ. 

O Savior of all nations, O Jesus, 
paschal victim without blemish, who 
has restored sinners to union with 
the Father, pour forth on each single 
member of the human family every 
gift they need, so that the light com- 
ing from You, which is about to be re- 
kindled, may drive out from their 
minds the darkness of error, clean the 
secret places of their hearts, make 
clear to each the path of the true vo- 
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cation, and arouse throughout the 
world burning zeal for works of 
charity, justice, love, and peace.'* 


WE HAVE A POPE 


The warm, outgoing nature that 
made Cardinal Ronealli the beloved 
Patriarch of Venice, has not changed 
now that he is Pope John XXIII and 
has won him the deep affection of Rome 
and the world. We have fresh memories 
of incidents like those which took place 
at Christmas time, when in the hospital 
of the Infant Jesus a little fellow told 
him that his name was Angelo and the 
Pope replied that his own name was An- 
gelo too at one time, but that recently he 
had had to change it; or when he told 
the prisoners in the Regina Coeli that 
one of his own family had been im- 
prisoned for a while because of poach- 
ing. 

Time magazine (Sept. 14th, 1959, p. 
85) calls him “one of the best-loved 
Popes of modern times” and goes on to 
tell another of the many incidents that 
prove this point—the time the Holy 
Father gave away his own breviary— 
and that to an Anglican Canon—be- 
cause the one the Canon had with him 
looked a bit old, whereas his own was 
newer. 

The same Canon quoted Pope John 
XXIII on the delicate subject of 
Church unity as saying: 


In working for reunion, it is neces- 
sary 1) to be very meek and humble; 
2) to be patient and know how to 
wait God’s hour; 3) to insist on posi- 
tive arguments, leaving aside for the 
moment those elements on which we 
differ, and to avoid discussions that 
may offend against the virtue of 
charity. 


“ The Pope Speaks, V, no. 3; p. 266 f. 








Pastoral Counseling 


and Psychiatry 


i» THE BEGINNING of con- 
temporary psychiatry until quite re- 
cently, the priest and the psychiatrist 
have been—to some extent—at odds. 
A considerable part of the antagonism 
that existed, and in some measure still 
exists, can be traced to a failure on the 
part of each side to understand the role 
and function of the other. For many 
years the priest looked upon the psychi- 
atrist as a materialistic intruder into 
his spiritual realm; the psychiatrist 
looked upon the priest as an ill-equipped 
competitor who was more apt to harm 
the patient than help him. If the 
members of each group had sat down 
at the conference table, as they are now 
beginning to do, and made an objective 
and unemotional evaluation of their 
respective roles and contributions to 
human happiness, much of the confusion 
and hostility that has existed in the 
past might have been avoided. 

Much of the misunderstanding centers 
around the meaning and nature of pas- 
toral counseling as contrasted with 
psychotherapy. During the past dec- 
ades one of the major roles of a priest 
in this country has been to advise pa- 
rishioners and penitents in regard to 
personal problems. When the average 
priest began to compare his function 
with that of the psychiatrist, he was 
likely to ask himself: “What is the 
psychiatrist doing that I have not been 
doing for years? The patient who 
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visits a psychiatrist comes with a prob- 
lem. They talk about the problem, 
The psychiatrist offers some solution 
which he hopes will be helpful. The 
patient goes home and tries it out.” 

DIFFERENCES 

For the most part, the average person 
who seeks help from a priest differs 
radically from the person who is in need 
of psychiatric treatment. He or she 








Father Vaughan is Chairman of the Depart- 
ment of Psychology at the University of San 
Francisco and staff member of the McAuley 
Clinic, St. Mary’s Hospital. This ts Father 
Vaughan’s third article bringing the benefits 
of his specialized training and experience to 
our readers. Edifyingly he leaves the tech- 
nical jargon for professional psychological 
publications. 





differs, first of all, in degree of mental 
health. Although many who seek pas- 
toral counseling may be somewhat up- 
set, they cannot be classified as mentally 
ill. Their state of mind is temporary 
and passing. It is readily understand- 
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able in terms of their present difficulty. 
Like most of us in time of trial, they 
are average people who have become a 
little more nervous than usual due to 
the weight of their problems and are 
now in need of advice and guidance. 
On the other hand, those who should 
visit the office of a psychiatrist are ill. 
Many of them are so emotionally up- 
set that they no longer have full con- 
trol of Often they are 
totally unaware of any set of circum- 
stances might have provoked 
their present emotional state. They are 
people who repeatedly shake their heads 
and murmur: “I just do not know 
what makes me feel this way.” 


themselves. 


which 


These 
are people who can no longer be con- 

Life has become un- 
for themselves and for 
those with whom they live, and so they 


sidered normal. 
bearable both 


have looked to psychiatry for some res- 
pite. 

A second difference between the two 
has to do with the type of problem 
that each presents. The man or woman 
who seeks out his or her parish priest 
generally presents what might be called 
anormal problem. The average priest 
who thinks back over his counseling 
sessions during the past month becomes 
aware of a certain similarity among 
Most of the problems 
center around marriage and the family. 
Many involve conflicts between two or 


his many cases. 


more individuals, such as a husband or 
wife, or an adolescent and _ parent. 
Others involve adjustment to certain 
life situations. Solutions frequently 
call for a change in attitude or behavior. 
In general, those seeking help have 
enough insight to be able to see at least 
a partial solution to their problem dur- 
ing the course of an hour’s counseling. 
The patient who visits a psychiatrist 
may have many of these so-called 
normal problems, but these are not his 


primary complaints. He is rather con- 


cerned about chronic tension, insomnia, 
and uncontrollable depressions and 
anxiety. His trouble lies deep within 
his own personality. One or two ses- 
sions of therapy make little or no im- 
pression upon these distressing symp- 
toms. Unlike the average parishioner, 
he is unable, at least for the present, to 
tackle the normal problems of everyday 
living. He is in need of extensive treat- 
ment at the hands of a skilled psycho- 
therapist. 


GOALS 


A further difference between pastoral 
counseling and psychotherapy has to do 
with the ultimate goal of each process. 
The priest in his work looks toward 
heaven; the psychiatrist focuses on this 
world. The priest is primarily con- 
cerned with the spiritual welfare of 
those who come to him. He is always 
the servant of God, no matter whether 
he is at the altar or at the counseling 
table. It is true, however, that some- 
times he may have to concentrate on 
the purely material welfare of this or 
that parishioner, but usually this con- 
centration is merely a means to an end. 
The competent psychiatrist, on the other 
hand, does not become involved in the 
spiritual welfare of his patients. He 
leaves this area to one who is better 
equipped than he, namely to the priest. 
He centers his efforts upon the person- 
ality disorder of the patient and the 
resultant symptoms. When this dis- 
order involves spiritual values, he seeks 
the help of a priest. 

Sometimes counseling is distinguished 
from psychotherapy in so far as the 
former usually limits itself to conscious 
problems, such as difficulties in marital 
adjustment, doubts about vocational 
suitability, or those surface defects of 
personality of which an individual is 
quite aware. Seminary training fits a 
priest to guide and direct others in deal- 
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ing with conscious problems; it does not 
equip him to delve into the unconscious 
aspects of personality. This limitation 
presents still another difference between 
pastoral counseling and psychotherapy. 
The major area of concentration in con- 
temporary psychotherapy is the uncon- 
scious. The therapist is constantly set- 
ting the stage so that the patient will 
come to a knowledge of that part of 
himself which has been influenced by 
previous experience, but has been re- 
pressed and thus is not known to the 
patient. 


INTELLECT vs. EMOTIONS 


For the most part, these past experi- 
ences have to do with feelings, emotions, 
and attitudes. People develop peculiar 
ways of looking at life and reacting to 
certain situations, all unbeknown to 
themselves. Sometimes these outlooks 
and reactions can be a source of great 
emotional upheaval. Frequently they 
may cause great distress to others. 
Since the person is unaware of this as- 
pect of his personality, he is at a loss 
when it comes to dealing with it. All 
change presupposes knowledge and in- 
sight. One of the goals of psycho- 
therapy is to help the patient see what 
lies behind his disturbed behavior. The 
psychiatrist, therefore, primarily centers 
his attention on that part of personality 
which is other than intellectual and per- 
taining to the reasoning process. 

The main concern of the priest, on 
the other hand, is faith, which is an 
intellectual assent. 
trates on that which separates the soul 
from God, namely sin, and sin always 
involves knowledge. The personality 
problem has meaning to him in so far 
as it is linked to the eternal salvation 
of the afflicted. Emotions and attitudes 
are important only in so far as they 
help or hinder the life of grace. Al- 
though the priest is also striving to help 


Often he concen- 
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the individual come to a better under- 
standing of himself, this understanding 
involves a better understanding of him- 
self in his relation to God. The priest 
is not simply an ecclesiastical com- 
petitor to the psychologist or the pro- 
fessional marriage counselor. He js 
first and foremost a priest, no matter 
what the nature of the problem the 
distressed soul might present. For 
example, his first interest in the aleo- 
holiec who kneels beside him in the’ con- 
fessional is the eternal life of this man. 
Elimination of willful violations of 
God’s law is the all important thing, 
A further analysis of the aleoholie’s 
problem may reveal some deep emo- 
tional roots, but the actual eradication 
of these roots lies outside the scope of 
counseling proper to the priesthood. He 
may very likely advise some type of 
psychiatric care, but the ultimate goal 
of such advice is the re-establishing of 
the life of grace on a more lasting basis. 


MEANING OF PSYCHOTHERAPY 


One of the chief techniques of psy- 
chiatry is called psychotherapy. Wol- 
berg defines psychotherapy as “a form 
of treatment for problems of an emo- 
tional nature in which a trained person 
deliberately establishes a professional 
relationship with a patient with the ob- 
ject of removing, modifying, or retard- 
ing symptoms, of mediating disturbed 
patterns of growth, and of promoting 
positive personality growth and devel- 
opment.” From this definition, it can 
readily be gathered that the psychiatrist 
focuses his attention on a different as- 
pect of human experience than does the 
priest. 
interested in symptoms; or to be more 
exact, in the causes underlying symp- 
The aim of his treatment is to 


As a medical technician, he is 


toms. 


, The Technique of Psychotherapy, by Lewis 
R. Wolberg (Grune and Stratton, New York, 
1954), p. 3. 
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tid the patient of neurotic or psychotic 
And in 
those cases where the disorder is too far 
advanced, he settles for a lessening or 
sometimes for an altering of the symp- 


symptoms, if this is possible. 


toms. In any case, the ultimate goal 
of treatment is the production of a 
better and happier person. Yet because 
of the nature of his training, the psy- 
ehiatrist must limit his efforts to estab- 
lishing a happier person on a purely 
natural level. He must leave the de- 
velopment of the full personality, which 
includes the higher and spiritual part 
of man, to the guidance and direction 
of the priest. 

A most common misconception in re- 
gards to psychiatric treatment is the 
conviction that the therapist offers the 
patient a considerable amount of sound 
advice. Nothing could be further from 
the truth. Most patients who visit a 
psychotherapist for the first time are 
amazed at the amount of talking they 
do and the near absence of talking on 
the part of the psychiatrist, especially 
during the initial phases of treatment. 


RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN 

DOCTOR AND PATIENT 

In psychotherapy it is not advice 
but the professional relationship that 
develops between the doctor and the 
patient that is the important thing. 
Without a doubt, one of the most essen- 
tial elements in any successful thera- 
peutic process is a good working rela- 
tionship between the doctor and the 
patient. This statement simply means 
that the patient comes to trust the 
doctor and to feel relatively comfort- 
able with him. As a result of this ex- 
perience, which in many cases is unique, 
the patient is eventually able to look 
at himself with all his shortcomings. 
Then he is able to concentrate his 
efforts in the direction of personality 


change. As the treatment progresses, 


the therapist may attempt to focus the 
attention of the patient on those areas 
of behavior where the center of disturb- 
ance seems to lie. Sometimes he may 
point out erroneous ways of approach- 
ing life situations, but more often he 
will allow the patient to come to a 
recognition of these on his own. For 
what we discover on our own as true 
about ourselves, we shall generally ac- 
cept, but what others tell us about our. 
selves we shall more often than not 
brush off as absurd. After months, or 
even after years of weekly or twice- 
weekly sessions, the patient comes to a 
sufficient knowledge of himself to allow 
himself to change, and as a result he 
learns to lead a happier life. 


EXAMPLE OF THE 
TWO APPROACHES 


It sometimes happens that the subject 
which a patient presents during a 
therapy session is the same as he had 
previously discussed with his pastor. 
Yet, if one takes time to analyze the 
two discussions, it becomes evident that 
the treatment of the matter in each 
instance was very different. A con- 
sideration of the pastoral approach to 
a specific problem as opposed to the ap- 
proach of the psychiatrist will help to 
clarify further the functions of the two 
different types of counseling procedures. 

Personal problems often are related 
to the themes of sin, guilt, confession, 
and penance. Hence, these are topics 
which are likely to interest the psy- 
chiatrist as well as the priest. Only 
the psychiatrist, when writing his medi- 
eal report, will make use of such words 
as “conflicts between values and be- 
havior,” “repressed guilt,” “catharsis,” 
and “masochism.” 

Let us consider the alcoholic who 
often comes face to face with the four 
realities of sin, guilt, confession, and 
penance. Whether in one of his more 
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sober moments he approaches the con- 
fessional or whether he ventures into the 
parish rectory, the principal duty of the 
priest is to re-establish the life of grace 
in the soul of this individual. Sin has 
driven a wedge between the man and 
God. Granted that there still remains 
a certain minimum of responsibility for 
his compulsive drinking, the alcoholic 
has chosen pleasure before God. He 
has given up the struggle. He has be- 
trayed his faith. In such instances, the 
chief role of the priest-counselor is to 
re-establish the supernatural relation- 
ship that should exist between God and 
every soul. This goal is first accom- 
plished through contrition and the con- 
fessional. As a_ safeguard against 
future lapses into sin, guidance will 
usually take the form of a suggested 
program which will keep the alcoholic 
away from situations leading to sin. It 
may be that the confessor will detect 
some neurotic roots of the disorder and 
refer his penitent to a psychiatrist or 
suggest joining Aleoholics Anonymous. 
But whatever the advice he might offer, 
the primary goal of all his efforts is the 
restoration and 
supernatural life. 

The psychiatrist, on the other hand, 
is not concerned with the life of grace 
and sin. In all probability, he does not 
even advert to the sinfulness of the al- 
coholic’s repeated drinking bouts. He 
centers his attention upon the personal- 
ity disorder that is producing the com- 
pulsive acts. Instead of trying to set 
up a program whereby the individual 
will be better able to avoid future lapses, 
the psychotherapist will probably help 
the alcoholic to focus upon unconscious 
personality factors that cause him to 
seek escape through the oblivion of ex- 
cessive drinking. 


maintenance of the 


FEELINGS OF GUILT 
One of the consequences of sin is a 
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When a person violates 
the divine law and thus rejects the 
friendship of God, it is as natural for 
him to feel guilty as it is for the combat 
soldier under heavy shelling to experi- 
ence fear. Guilt is a normal emotion 
whereby God keeps men from sinning 
just as fear is a normal reaction which 


feeling of guilt. 


keeps a man from needlessly exposing 
himself to danger. After a period of 
excessive drinking, the alcoholic inevi- 
tably experiences deep feelings of guilt. 
Often, to relieve these feelings, he will 
seek out the solace of still further drink- 
ing, and thus set up a vicious circle. 
In handling the problem of guilt in an 
alcoholic, pastoral counseling would 
tend to emphasize the more salutary and 
thus appropriate way of dealing with 
these feelings, namely the return to an 
all-forgiving and _ all-merciful God. 
What is important to our discussion in 
this case is that the priest is trying to 
handle guilt feelings which are both 
justifiable and normal. They are the 
conscious products of a direct violation 
of God’s law. 

On the other hand, the psychiatrist is 
concerned with the guilt of a different 
nature. 
normal but pathological. 
not from a violation of God’s law but 


The feelings he treats are not 
They stem 
from the repressed unconscious. They 
are vague and often not attached to 
any specific acts. In treating the aleo- 
holic, the therapist centers upon those 
feelings which are the product of past 
unconscious experiences, such as re- 
pressed hatred for a person one ought to 
love. These feelings produce such dis- 
comfort in the alcoholic that he seeks to 
blot them out at any cost. By getting 
at the source of the feelings, the psy- 
chiatrist hopes to eliminate the guilt 
feelings themselves. 


CONFESSION AND CATHARSIS 


One of the effects of guilt is an inner 
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striving to rid one’s self of these feel- 
ings. The most natural way that this is 
accomplished is through confession and 
Nearly every- 
one, at some time in his life, has experi- 


the exercise of penance. 


enced the relief that comes from con- 
fessing to a close friend a past wrongdo- 
ing that has plagued the conscience. 
The very act of confessing, whether it is 
sacramental or not, seems to purge the 
soul of the discomfort produced by guilt 
feelings. 

Confession, therefore, is an instru- 
ment used by both the priest and the 
psychiatrist. However, the purpose of 
asacramental confession is entirely dif- 
ferent from the purpose of a confession 
that sometimes takes place in the psy- 
chiatrist’s office. The essence and end 
of the sacrament of penance is divine 
forgiveness; relief from guilt feelings is 
something purely accidental; whereas 
any kind of a confession in a psychi- 
atric setting is simply ventilation of 
guilt feeling so as to relieve the resultant 
tension. The psychotherapist does not 
have the God-given power to forgive 
sins. The penitent seeks out the priest 
in the confessional not just to obtain a 
respite from the plaguing feelings of 
guilt, but to find divine forgiveness and 
achance to be united to the friendship 
of God. 


PENANCE AND MASOCHISM 


Confession and the ventilation of 
guilt feelings usually do not blot out all 
There still 
remains a persisting urge to repair the 
damage that results from the wrongdo- 
ing. Thus, the husband who has been 
unfaithful to his wife is usually not sat- 
isfied to reveal to her or to another his 
infidelity, but he has a very real need to 
make up for the hurt he has inflicted 
upon someone he loves. 
natural and normal. So in the super- 
natura] order, the desire to do penance is 


psychological discomfort. 


This need is 


a natural result of sin and guilt. It is a 
way of repairing in some small way the 
damage one has done through sin. In 
the confessional the priest will generally 
handle this part of human experience by 
suggesting some personal sacrifice or 
act of mortification in addition to im- 
posing the usual penance of a certain 
number of prayers. 

The psychiatrist, likewise, deals with 
an urge to repair harm resulting from 
wrongdoing. Only the urge that he 
treats stems from false feelings of guilt 
and imagined wrongdoings. He usually 
calls these urges masochistic tendencies. 
They are abnormal. They are patho- 
logical symptons of some deep-rooted 
Unlike the peni- 
tent who willingly practices some form 
of penance so as to make reparation for 
past sins, the masochist does not know 
why he has these uncontrollable urges to 
punish himself. He does not know what 
he is trying to repair. The purpose of 
psychiatric treatment is to bring to light 
the unconscious source of these urges. 

From this brief consideration of two 
approaches to the matter of sin, guilt, 
confession, and penance, it can be seen 
that the priest and the psychiatrist are 
working in two distinctly different areas. 
The one centers his attention primarily 
on the spiritual; the other centers com- 
pletely on the natural. Thus, the priest 
and the psychiatrist are not competitors, 
but they rather supplement each other. 
If a parishioner comes with a minor per- 
sonality problem or an adjustment diffi- 
culty, most sufficiently 
trained and skilled to handle the situa- 
tion. However, properly speaking, this 
type of counseling is not the true func- 
tion of the priesthood. If it is under- 
taken, the sole purpose of such guidance 
is to lead an individual to a more Christ- 
like life. There are too few priests and 
too many demands upon their time to 
allow a large number of them to be tied 


personality problem. 


priests are 
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down to prolonged weekly sessions such 
as successful personality counseling re- 
quires. Trained laymen are frequently 
better equipped than priests to deal with 
these completely natural problems, but 
only the priest is fully equipped to help 
others in the pursuit of eternal salva- 
tion. 

As it was previously stated, pastoral 
counseling and psychiatry are supple- 
mentary. The psychiatrist can be of 
help to the priest; and the priest can be 
of help to the psychiatrist. 


PSYCHIATRY HELPS THE PRIEST 


The supernatural is built upon the 
natural. The man or woman who has 
numerous vices finds it more difficult to 
live a life of faith and avoid sin. Un- 
fortunately, one of the consequences of 
mental illness, particularly in its neu- 
rotic form, is the presence of numerous 
personality characteristics that militate 
against virtue. For instance, the neu- 
rotic is usually self-centered. This as- 
pect of his personality makes him more 
prone to seek his own gratification and 
pleasure even at the expense of rejecting 
divine grace. Moreover, the neurotic 
frequently finds it difficult to live in 
harmony with others, though at the 
same time he may have a deep longing 
for companionship. This characteristic 
sets the stage for hatred, jealousy, iras- 
cibility, and other such vices. Most 
neurotics have many fears and anxie- 
ties, which in turn produce sadness and 
depression. Under these circumstances 
resistance to the enticements of the 
world, the flesh, and the devil is notice- 
ably lessened. Temptations which pre- 
viously had been overcome lead to re- 
peated lapses. All these new trials have 
their origin in the depths of the sick 
personality and are usually beyond the 
reach of pastoral counseling. They call 
for the aid of a psychotherapist. 

In the very serious cases of mental 
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disorder, the illness is likely to warp the 
patient’s concept of God. 
happens that he will come to the conelu- 
sion that he is God or that God is q 
wrathful tyrant who spends His whole 
day thinking up new ways to torture 
him. When the mental disorder reaches 
this state, the faith ceases to have q 


It sometimes 


true meaning for the sufferer. Psychiat- 
ric treatment must re-establish contact 
with objective reality before priestly 
counseling can be effective. 

The average priest who is faced with 
neurotic or psychotic symptoms that in- 
fluence faith and morality is usually at 
a loss as to how he should handle the 
matter. He feels frustrated. He finds 
that the usual techniques of counseling 
prove ineffective. Sometimes he is apt 
to blame himself for a lack of under- 
standing and spiritual depth, whereas 
the truth of the matter is that he may 
have been trying to be a psychiatrist 
and with reason found himself wanting 
in this role. Contemporary psychiatry 
is meant, in part, to be an auxiliary to 
pastoral counseling. It can often play 
a very important role in the spiritual 
growth of a soul in so far as it prepares 
the ground for future growth. In many 
instances it is the only medium that can 
restore the mental balance needed for 
a fuller life of faith. 


PASTORAL COUNSELING 
HELPS THE PSYCHIATRIST 


On the other hand, pastoral counsel- 
ing can be an auxiliary to psychiatry. 
Priests are becoming an ever increasing 
source of referrals to psychiatrists. 
Since it is traditional for troubled peo- 
ple to seek out their parish priest, he 1s 
frequently the first one to be confronted 
with a psychological problem. If he 
handles this problem with understand- 
ing and sympathy, he may make the 
first and most difficult visit to a psychi- 


atrist less harrowing. How he goes 
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she 
ma about suggesting psychiatric treatment turbing personality characteristics. 
lu- may well influence the whole future Spiritual direction that is fitted to the 
sa curse Of psychotherapy, since most of needs of the moment can be of great 
ole the faithful place a deep trust in their importance to the whole therapeutic 
We parish priest. His assurance that all process. This fact is well brought out 
ine will go well has great meaning. by the increasing interest on the part of 
| . One of the most important factors in psychiatrists in the role of the chaplain 
at psychotherapy is motivation. The in a mental institution. 
set patient must want the treatment. He Pe 
ly must want to get better. With some a 
patients the desire to stop sinning and The priest and the psychiatrist are 
ith vet back to the sacraments can furnish not competitors in the field of personal- 
n- the needed driving force to endure all ity counseling; but rather they are aux- 
at that is repulsive and unpleasant in psy- iliaries. The primary concern of the 
he chotherapy. In such cases, the previous priest is the eternal welfare of his pa- 
ds counseling of a priest can profoundly rishioner; the concern of the psychia- 
ng affect subsequent therapeutic sessions. trist is the relief of neurotic or psychotic 
ipt Finally, one cannot live in a spiritual symptoms and_ personality growth. 
or. vacuum and be happy while he is under- Pastoral counseling often begins where 
145 going psychiatric treatment. His spir- psychiatric treatment leaves off, but it 
av itual needs do not cease simply because also can be of great service during the 
tal he is centering his attention upon dis- — process of psychotherapy. 
ng 
ry 
to 
ay 
lal 
es 
ny | Ina forthcoming HPR issue 
an 
‘or The law regarding the baptism of infants is, I maintain, inter- 
preted or applied too strictly by certain priests. I mean that 
infants who should, according to Canon Law, be baptized are 
sometimes denied the sacrament by priests who are unduly severe? 
By what right do some priests (only a few, thank God!) refuse or 
defer baptism merely because the parents—either both Catholic 
el- or one of them a Catholic—contracted an invalid marriage, when 
ry. it is practically certain that the child will be raised a Catholic? 
ng These few priests give as a reason for their refusal that they are 
fo using this refusal as a “lever” to compel the parents to have their 
marriage rectified. I should like to know where they find in the 
- Ritual, or Code, or theology any justification of their action. Is 
is it fair to leave infants in a state of original sin just because their 
ed parents are invalidly married, even though such parents guarantee 
he that the children will be brought up Catholies and even sent to a 
d- Catholie school? 
he The above excerpt is only one of the points which Father Michael D. 
‘i- Forrest, M.S.C., makes in his forthcoming article, “Remissness Regarding 
- Baptism.” 
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A Memorable Centenary 


All the clergy of our land share in the 
joy of the alumni of the North Ameri- 
can College as this famed seminary 
celebrates its first one hundred years of 
service, now located in its new plant on 
the Janiculum, finished just six years 
ago. Hundreds of priests and many 
bishops who look to the North Ameri- 
can as their Alma Mater, journeyed to 
Rome this fall to take part in the cele- 
brations commemorating the anniver- 
sary. 

Although on foreign soil, the College 
has always distinctive 
American character and its governance 
and support are regulated by the Com- 
mittee for the North American College 
in Rome, functioning as a section of 
NCWC. 

Pope John XXIII, besides scheduling 
a visit personally to the seminary, paid 
it the added recognition of elevating its 
Rector, Bishop Martin J. O’Connor, 
titular Bishop of Thespiae since 1943, 
to the rank of titular Archbishop of 


retained a 


Laodicea in Syria. 
In his letter to the 
occasion of the centenary observances, 


Rector on the 
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“Calling to mind the 
impressive history of the College since 
its inception, we take great joy in 
affirming publicly that this seminary 
has amply fulfilled the desires of the 
American Bishops, who, wisely provid- 


the Pope wrote: 


ing for the future and generously offer- 
ing means at their disposal, founded the 
For priests noted for their 
piety and learning have gone forth from 
this seminary in great numbers, not a 
few of them to become Cardinals and 
Bishops. Through the years they have 
won for themselves a noteworthy repu- 
tation for their pastoral zeal in ad- 
vancing the Kingdom of God.” 

The Holy Father went on to say 
something most complimentary about 


College. 


our country: “It is prosperous and 
glorious indeed; a country where the 
Catholic Church stands out as a living 
source of spiritual strength and com- 
mands the respect of the entire popula- 
tion. The greatness of this country de- 
mands that the young priest be 
equipped with extensive knowledge, 
that he be gifted with a lively Catholic 
sense—which by its very nature em- 
braces every aspect of life—and that he 
be blessed with the wisdom of cleat 
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thought and decisive action, qualities 
that are all engendered and nourished 
by the assiduous study of Christian 
antiquity. 
formation be more appropriately in- 
stilled than in Rome, the city that di- 
vine providence has on more than one 


And where else can such a 


account set above others?” 

In concluding, the Pontiff prayed 
that God might so bless the North 
American College that it “may per- 
severe and enrich the noble traditions 
of its past.”” (L’Osservatore Romano, 
N, 227 [30.194].) 


Another Encyclical 


The present Supreme Pontiff, finish- 
ing the first year of his amazing pon- 
tificate, issued a new encyclical letter 
wherein he appeals for prayers for a 
number of special intentions; reminds 
the faithful of the need for devotion to 
the Rosary ; examines again some of the 
evils confronting the world today. En- 
titled Grata Recordatio as in “grateful 
memory” for the series of encyclicals by 
Leo XIII on the Rosary, especially for 
that of Supremt Apostolatus (1883), 
the present letter implores prayers for 
the Vicar of Christ; for the missions 
and the apostolate; for peace and con- 
cord among all nations; for the success 
of the Roman Synod and the projected 
General Council. (L’Osservatore Ro- 
mano, N. 226 [30.193].) 

In the course of the letter, the Pope 
makes particular mention of the first 
anniversary of the death of Pius XII 
and of his own election, and referred to 
the centenary of the North American 
College. 

Appealing to the consciences of world 
leaders, Pope John asked for prayers 
for the men responsible for the destinies 
of communities great and small, whose 
rights and immense spiritual wealth 


must be preserved intact, that these 
leaders may be aware of the grave 
tasks that face them at this time. He 
exhorted them to endeavor to probe to 
the roots of the causes that give rise to 
conflict and—with good will—to over- 
come these causes. They ought always 
to be mindful, the Pope stated in his 
letter, of the heavy cost in ruin and 
devastation of armed conflict, and 
should never place their hopes in such 
conflicts. Further, the world’s leaders 
should make civil and social laws com- 
mensurate with the real needs of men, 
not forgetting the eternal laws which 
come from God and which are the foun- 
dation of civil life itself. 

Striking sharply at materialism and 
secularism, John XXIII scored “cer- 
tain philosophical positions and practi- 
cal attitudes which are absolutely ir- 
reconcilable with the Christian faith.” 
He said, in effect, that once the sterile 
postulates of formalized thought and of 
behavior steeped with secularism and 
materialism have been rejected, then 
the doctrine which proclaims that God 
is the author of life and of its laws, as 
well as the guardian of the rights and 
dignities of the individual, will be 
accepted. This acceptation of the di- 
vine plan, he noted, will bring with it 
the needed remedies. 

Near the conclusion of his newest 
encyclical, the Holy Father wrote: 
“Our eyes turn toward all the conti- 
nents, wherever the peoples are moving 
toward better times, and where we see 
a reawakening of deep-seated energies 
which gives us hope that all right- 
thinking men will dedicate themselves 
to the promotion of the true good of 
human society.” 


Benedictine Abbot-Primate 


Dom Benno Gut, Abbot of Einsie- 
deln, has been elected Abbot Primate 
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of the Confederation of Benedictine 
Congregations, another 
Swiss prelate, Dom Bernard Kaelin. 
(L’Osservatore Romano, N. 224 
[30.191 ].) 

The Congress which elected him 
meets once in twelve years and is the 
first to convene since the reordering of 
the Benedictine legislation covering 
such matters, Lex Propria, by Pius XII 
in 1952. A total of 140 abbots and 
priors were present, representing the 210 
houses of the Confederation ruled by 
160 abbots and priors. The heads of 
monasteries in Communist-dominated 


succeeding 


countries were not present. Under the 
indirect type of authority characteristic 
of the Benedictine rule, the new Abbot- 
Primate has about 12,000 religious sub- 
ject to him. 

The new head of this Confederation 
was born in 1897, made monastic pro- 
fession in 1918 and was ordained in 
1921. He was elected Abbot of the 
world-famed Einsiedeln abbey in 1947. 


Home Again 


Pope John XXIII returned to the 
Vatican in the early fall, some six 
weeks sooner than Pius XII was accus- 
tomed to come back from Castelgan- 
dolfo. (L’Osservatore Romano, N,. 223 
[30.190].) On the way back he 
stopped off to visit with the aged Dean 
of the prelates of the Roman Curia, 
Archbishop Alfonso Carinci, just turn- 
ing ninety-seven at the time of the 
Pope’s unexpected visit. The Arch- 
bishop had been, for many years, Sec- 
retary of the 8S. Cong. of Rites. 

During his stay this year at Castel- 
gandolfo, the Pope left the summer resi- 
dence five times, either to drive to 
Rome or to visit with friends in the 
Alban hills. His bi-weekly general 
audiences drew about 200,000 people to 
the papal “vacation Vatiean”—which 
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is scarcely a vacation for a man with a 
pope’s schedule. 


Holy Hour Indulgenced 


The latest Acta Apostolicae Sedis to 
reach us (LI, p. 656) contains a decree 
from the Sacred Penitentiary enlarging 
the indulgence granted for the making 
of a “Holy Hour.” Here is a transla- 
tion of it: “In addition to the partial 
indulgence of ten years (ef. Enchiridion 
Indulgen., ed. 1952, n. 168) granted for 
the pious exercise called ‘the Holy 
Hour,’ consisting in an integral hour 
privately made, during which one re- 
calls the passion and death of our Lord 
Jesus Christ and His exceeding love 
which led Him to institute the divine 
Eucharist, there is granted a plenary in- 
dulgence to the faithful who make the 
Holy Hour in any church or publie or 
(with legitimate use) semi-public ora- 
tory, provided that they have confessed 
and received Holy Communion and 
pray for the intentions of the Supreme 
Pontiff. Any contrary things notwith- 
standing.”’ 


Finis of a Noble Experiment 


In December, 1948, the late great 
Cardinal Suhard celebrated the fiftieth 
anniversary of his ordination. He said 
on this occasion: “To save the souls 
of Paris, this is the primary task. It 
is this multitude I shall have to answer 
for on the Judgment Day. Now do 
you understand the anguish I suffer? 
It haunts me: it is an obsession that 
will not leave me. When I go through 
the suburbs with their gloomy factories, 
or the brightly lit streets of central 
Paris, I find the sight of the crowds, 
now elegant and now wretched, s0 
heart-rending that it hurts me. I do 
not have to look far for a theme for my 
meditations. It is always the same— 
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the wall dividing the Church from the 
masses. A wall that must at any cost 
be battered down in order to bring back 
to Christ the multitudes who have lost 
Him. That is why we were glad to en- 
trust our Mission to Paris to certain of 
our priests, pioneers of the advance- 
guard.” 

Five years before this statement, the 
Cardinal had founded one of the most 
bitterly controverted movements to rise 
in the modern Chureh: the “Mission 
to Paris,’ made up of teams of priests 
relieved of all regular duties in order to 
devote themselves to the evangelization 
of the common people of Paris—the 
proletariat; the manual and _ clerical 
workers of the French capital. The 
history of the rise and advance and 
collapse of this “Worker Priest”? move- 
ment provides fascinating material for 
study. It is, on all accounts, an aston- 
ishing document. We can here but re- 
cord the termination of the idea by a 
decree of the Holy Office, which was 
originally of strictly a confidential na- 
ture but made public by the Parisian 
paper Le Monde. Sources in the U.S. 
have guessed that the directive from 
Rome to the hierarchy of France was 
“leaked” to the paper by a “disgrunted 
French prelate.” 

Last September, three cardinals and 
eighteen archbishops and bishops hav- 
ing “Worker Priests” in their dioceses, 
met in the French capital. After this 
meeting they released to the press this 
statement: “We wish to affirm, con- 
trary to certain information that has 
appeared in the press, that the prétres 
au travail have been carrying on their 
apostolate in conformity with the mis- 
sion entrusted to them by their bishops. 

“We have examined the lines along 
which we will apply the directives of 
the Holy See. We are resolved to pur- 
sue, with our priests and the faithful, 
and especially with the militants of 


Catholic Action, the efforts undertaken 
to solve the grave problem of the evan- 
gelization of the working-class world.” 

This sounded encouraging. But the 
Already six 
years ago, it became clear that the Mis- 
sion had faltered in its work, no doubt 
because of the very nature of the assign- 
ment: a priest who should be, at the 
same time, a priest and a “worker,” ex- 
pected to direct his energies to the 
apostolate about as intensely as any 
curate while holding down a full (or at 
least part time) factory or office job. 
By 1953, of less than 150 priests in the 
movement, some twenty had married, 
left the Chureh and become simply 
workers. Others, while not marrying, 


background was less so. 


became wrapped up in far-left and 
Communist party organizations, and so 
« large number of them came into direct 
conflict with their bishops. 

About that time Pius XII deter- 
mined to exercise a sharper vigilance 
over the Mission. He restricted the 
priests to the maximum of three hours 
factory work per day and required the 
bishops to demand a more priestly exist- 
ence of their subjects assigned to the 
Missions. However, this papal inter- 
vention did not prove a remedy for the 
ills, for only a fraction of the priests 
submitted to the new rules, the balance 
withdrawing themselves from their 
bishops’ authority. About two dozen 
continued on in the work under the re- 
vised stipulations and with bare ap- 
proval. 

This past spring Cardinal Feltin of 
Paris requested permission of the Holy 
Office to re-establish the movement to 
something of its pristine fullness but 
under very strict episcopal controls. In 
June, Cardinal Feltin had a _ private 
audience with John XXIII and at that 
time the Pope personally confirmed to 
the French prelate the decision of the 
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Holy Office, of which, of course, the 
Pope is the head. 

Speaking for the Holy Office, Cardi- 
nal Pizzardo’s letter rejecting Cardinal 
Feltin’s request agreed that the Church 
must strive to regain the affiliation of 
the French working-class, but that the 
method for this must not include the 
dedication of priests to manual labor 
accomplished among workers, because 
work in shops and factories is incom- 
patible with a priest’s life and aims. 
Declared the letter, subsequently find- 
ing its way to the public through the 
columns of Le Monde: “Even if a 
priest could find time to celebrate Mass 
and perform his other priestly duties, he 
would still spend time on manual labor 
that should be devoted to sacred 
studies. He is, further, plunged into a 
materialistic milieu harmful to his 
spiritual life and dangerous to his 
chastity. . .he becomes entangled in the 
class struggle.” 

In place of the Mission to Paris, the 
Holy Office advised the formation of 
secular institutes made up of laymen 
and priests. Instructed and formed by 
the priests, the lay apostles could con- 
tinue the apostolate of the Mission in 
factories, offices, ete. 

There has been some speculation that 
the emphasis which John XXIII placed 
upon the traditional means of the 
apostolate in his recent encyclical on St. 
Jean Vianney is evidence of his pref- 
erence for a more conservative form of 
evangelization than that of the Mission 
to Paris. The means recommended by 
the Holy Office is in keeping with the 
thoroughly approved and experienced 
techniques of Catholic Action—in its 
technical (not merely popular) sense. 


A Confused Picture 


There has been such a spate of press 
reports on the attitude of the Orthodox 
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toward the forthcoming Ecumenical] 
Council, and what is the actual posi- 
tion of the efforts to establish some 
entente cordiale in matters of faith, 
that it is puzzling to reach any clear 
notion of the situation. 

Consider this, for example. About 
the middle of September the Vatican 
Radio announced that there will be un- 
official conferences in Venice next year 
between Roman Catholic and Eastern 
Orthodox theologians to discuss points 
between the two 
Churches. This radio report seemed 


of agreement 


reasonable in view of the last summer 
talks, on the Island of Rhodes, between 
the Catholies and representatives of 
Orthodoxy. These projected talks in 
Venice in the summer of 1960 would not, 
according to the import of the Vatican 
radio account, include Protestants. 
Then in October, James, the Ortho- 
dox Metropolitan who is the representa- 
tive of the Ecumenical Patriarch of 
Constantinople in the U.S. and one of 
the five Presidents of the World Council 
of Churches, declared in Geneva that 
the Orthodox would not take part in 
any interconfessional meeting with 
Catholic theologians in Venice in 1960 
unless Protestants were also invited. 
He added that he was_ speaking 
officially on behalf of the Ecumenical 
Patriarch, and that the Patriarchate 
knew nothing of the Venice plans as re- 
ported over Vatican radio. Said he: 
“The ecumenical movement is not a 
movement between Protestants and 
Orthodox, or between Orthodox and 
Roman Catholics, but a movement 
toward the unity of all Christians.” 
The World Council has made it clear, 
since the disputed Vatican broadcasts, 
that is is maintaining a common front 
with regard to the appeal of Rome. Its 
General Secretariat deplored “the con- 
tradictory nature of reports in the Ro- 
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And a 
high official of Orthodoxy, Archiman- 
drite Emilian Timiadis, said that Or- 


man Catholie Press and radio.”’ 


thodoxy still holds its policy of remain- 
ing with the World Council and has no 
intention of weakening this relationship 
He went on to 
say (according to the reliable London 
Tablet): “Although it has been made 
clear that the meeting at Rhodes be- 
tween Orthodox delegates and the Ro- 


by unilateral action. 


man Catholic observers was of a purely 
informal and friendly nature, neverthe- 
less many further comments exaggerat- 
ing the importance of this meeting have 
been made in the press and by the 
Vatican radio.” 

But the Vatican radio had in fact 
been very explicit, even making men- 
tion of the names of some of the Ortho- 
(ox theologians scheduled to come to 
the Venice meeting in 1960. 


: Scorecard on Catholic Liberals— 


Msgr. Charles Hugo Doyle leads off our January issue with his “Catho- 


lie Liberals: Oddity in Terms.” 
writes: 


Toward the end of his article Msgr. Doyle 


It behooves us all to be ever on our guard against the mealy- 


mouthed promoters of the subleties of Liberalism. But, how, you 
may ask, can one know who is or who is not a Liberal? Well, here 
is a fairly accurate yardstick by which to measure a Liberal: 


He is usually a pseudo-intellectual. 

He is critical of the disciplinary and doctrinal decrees 
of the Roman Congregations—especially that of the Holy 
Office and of the Biblical Commission. 

He is critical of the actions and the ordinances of the 


bishops. 


Devotion to the Infant of Prague is particularly odious 


to him. 


He is fearful that there is too much devotion to the 
Blessed Virgin today and looks for a sharp curtailment in 


this regard. 


He will have special ridicule for such venerable beliefs 
as the translation of the Holy House of Loretto. 

He will harp on the glories of the Church in the cen- 
turies past and gone, but he will hold that the Church is 
not progressive enough in this modern day and age. 

He resents having to apply for permission to read, or 
have read, books on the Indez. 


This is only a portion of Msgr. Doyle’s list. His article is thought- 


provoking, to say the very least. 
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‘*Fitted for Sacrifice’ 


“And when eight days were fulfilled for his circumcision . . .” 


OUTLINE: 

(1) Religious significance of circumcision. 

(2) The new covenant. 

(3) Mary, model of our resolves. 

(4) Conclusion: We can make no greater 
resolve at this time of the year than 
to follow the example of Mary, “To 
do Thy will, O God.” 


The rite of circumcision was a sym- 
bol of the covenant between God and 
Abraham. In religious significance it 
expressed a bond between God and the 
Israelites, the Chosen People of God. 
The observers of the rite acknowledged 
the sinfulness in human nature and the 
consequent justice of God demanding 
By this 
same ceremony God manifested the 


reparation through suffering. 


promise of the Messias who would as- 
sume the human nature and therein the 
guilt of all mankind, and in His human 
nature would offer Himself as a victim 
for sin. 

In his Epistle to the Hebrews, St. 
Paul recalls the promise of the Messias 
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Feast of the Circumcision 
(Gospel). 


as the High-Priest who would offer His 
own body in atonement for man’s sin. 
“For it is impossible that sin should be 
taken away with blood of bulls and 
goats. Therefore, in coming into the 
world, he [the Messias] says: Sacrifice 
and oblation thou wouldst not, but a 
body thou hast fitted to me; in holo- 
causts and sin offerings thou hast had 
‘Behold | 
come—(in the head of the book it is 
written of me)—to do thy will, O 
God.’”” By this, says St. Paul, the 
Messias annuls the first covenant in 


no pleasure. Then said I, 


order to establish the second. 

THE NEW COVENANT 

Christ was not subject to the reason 
for the law of circumcision, for He, the 
Son of God, is sinless, but He became 
like one of us in all things, save sin. 
He came to fulfill the law and proclaim 
its divine sovereignty by being sub- 
ject to it in His humanity. 

This first shedding of the drops of 
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FITTED FOR SACRIFICE 


Christ’s most precious blood was suffi- 
ecient to redeem all mankind, but it was 
not enough to express God’s infinite 
love for man, nor could it tell so pain- 
fully the horror of a soul steeped in 
sin. God must act as God, and so He 
wills to grow into the maturity of the 
sacrifice of the Cross that all might be- 
hold, in the destruction of His body by 
our sins, the ghastly devastation of our 
souls by sin. 

The circumcision of Our Lord became 
the new covenant between God and 
man. God the Father promised to 
Christ the inheritance of all nations to 
the utmost bounds of the earth. Christ 
eovenanted with God the Father to be 
the new Adam, the first-born of a new 
race whose members would be the 
adopted children of God, purchased our 
freedom from satanic servitude at the 
price of His most precious blood. 

As we begin the New Year we are 
reminded by the significance of this 
feast that we, too, have a covenant 
with God through the sacrament of 
baptism. We are incorporated into 
Christ by His grace. By the super- 
natural virtue of hope we look forward 
to the fruits of Christ’s redemption in 
the timelessness of ages yet to come. 
As this first shedding of Christ’s blood 
prefaced the sacrifice of Calvary, so, 
too, the dawn of a New Year reminds 
us that this life is a vale of tears, and 
experience teaches that every year 
marks but a monument along the way 
of life’s cross. “If you would be worthy 
of me,” says Christ, “Come, take up 
your cross daily, and follow me.” This 
is the covenant: “To do Thy will, O 
God,” for we, too, have been “fitted for 


sacrifice,” 


MARY: MODEL OF OUR RESOLVES 


On this feast the Church emphasizes 
the reality of the human nature of the 


God-Man, yet never overshadows the 
hypostatic union with His divine 
nature. And so in her liturgy she brings 
forth—in the prayers of the Mass and 
the psalms of the breviary—hymns and 
canticles of praise to the Virgin Queen, 
Mother of God, who gave to the Son of 
God His human nature. 

As early as the fifth century, when 
heresies arose casting suspicion and 
doubt on the divine maternity, the 
Church not only officially condemned 
the errors, but proclaimed, at the Coun- 
cil of Ephesus, the doctrine that Mary 
is truly the Mother of God. The Mass 
for the Feast of the Circumcision re- 
calls the fruitful virginity of Mary as 
the fount of graces, given to man for 
his eternal salvation. 

Mary knew, through the suffering of 
her divine Son in the initial shedding of 
His blood and in the foreboding 
prophecy of Simeon, that His way was 
the way of the Cross. Cheerfully and 
resignedly she chose His way to Cal- 
vary, confident that He would give her 
sufficient grace each step of the way. 
In serenity and peace she lived Beth- 
lehem, Egypt, Nazareth, Cana, Jeru- 
salem, and Calvary as each became 
present to her. Her life of “fiats’” was 
her covenant with God: “To do Thy 
will, O God.” 

In the flurry of resolutions which 
come to each of us at the dawn of a 
new year, may we make one simple, yet 
all-embracing, resolve: To live as Mary 
did, one day at a time, to do God’s work 
in God’s way, with God’s means, con- 
fident that one day we shall receive 
God’s reward. This is sacrifice, the 
language of love: “God so loved the 
world that He gave His only begotten 
Son, and the Son so loved us that He 
cave Himself for our salvation, ‘Greater 
love than this no man hath—that a 
man shall lay down his life for his 
friends.’ ” 
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The Profanity Habit 


Feast of the Holy Name 


“At the name of Jesus, let every knee bend in heaven, on earth, and under the 
earth, and every tongue proclaim Lord Jesus Christ is in the glory of God the 
Father” (Introit). 


OUTLINE: 

(1) As a man lives, so shall he die. 

(2) Profanity is commonplace indifference. 

(3) Why pick on God or Christ? 

(4) The holy name was chosen by God, 
delivered by an angel, pronounced 
first by Mary. 

(5) The Holy Name is most powerful. 

(6) Reverence the name of Christ; break 
the chain habit; filter your speech. 


On a cold and rainy autumn day the 
slick highway deceived the driver. 
Suddenly he lost control of the car, 
and there was a crash. The driver lay 
crumpled and unconscious alongside the 
road when the priest and ambulance 
arrived. Absolution and the sacrament 
of Extreme Unction, conditionally and 
in the brief form, were administered at 
once. The victim, a young Catholic, his 
Miraculous Medal dangling on _ his 
shirt, was hurried into the ambulance 
for a race to the emergency room of the 
hospital. In the ambulance the priest 
sat beside the young man and prayed 
for mercy for the dying; the Jewish doc- 
tor worked on the open wounds, striving 
to hold back the crimson torrent of life 
that flowed with every pulsation; the 
Protestant nurse was intent upon her 
duties at the direction of the medic. 
The wailing siren synchronized with the 
moaning patient. Intense pain over- 
‘ame his dull unconsciousness and sud- 
denly from the victim was heard a blas- 
phemous scream of the holy name! A 
man, apparently dying, summoned his 
last breaths to insult the Christ before 
whom momentarily he could stand in 
judgment. Never did a swift trip to the 
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hospital seem so long; never was there 
so frightening a chorus—the patient 
blaspheming the holy name, the priest 
beseeching, “Jesus, have pity on this 
dying sinner.”” What more scandalous 
than that a Jewish doctor and Protes- 
tant nurse should behold the profana- 
tion of the name of Him whom the in- 
jured man professed to be the Son of 
God. 

As a man lives, so shall he die. Those 
who in time of stress and trial profane 
the name of Christ will not easily form 
words of prayer in their hour of death. 
The preponderance of profanity dulls 
the conscience of even “good people.” 
Invariably the ribald joke is inter- 
spersed with the use of God’s name in 
vain. “Out of the fullness of the heart 
the mouth speaks.”” Lack of reverence 
for God’s works of creation is reflected 
in irreverence for all that represents 
His Person. 

WHY PICK ON HIS NAME? 

Why pick on the name of Christ? A 
thousand other expressions can be used 
to give vent to pent-up emotions with- 
out offense to God. Consider the fact 
that in a moment of excitement or 
duress you have never heard a Jew cry 
out in times of stress, “Oh, Abraham!” 
or “Oh, Isaac!” Never have you heard 
a troubled Protestant ery out, “Oh, 
Luther!” or “Oh, Henry the VIII!” 
3ut you have heard Jews blaspheme 
the name of Christ; so, too, you have 
heard Protestants use His name in vain; 
and, worst of all, you have heard Catho- 
lies profane His holy name. 
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LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE 


The heinousness of the irreverence is 
valized only if we consider that this 
name was chosen by the Most Blessed 
Trinity, entrusted to an angel, and first 
spoken to her who was to reverence this 
nominal symbol of her own Child, 
Savior, and God. 

So many rationalize that they cannot 
overcome the habit of irreverent use of 
(jod’s name. This is sheer dishonesty. 
‘But you do not hear them use it in the 
presence of those whom they respect— 
a priest, their mother, or a nun.” Of 
course not. But God is everywhere, 
and therefore how can they respect Him 
since they are ever in His presence? 

The name of Jesus means “Savior.” 
It is holy because He who bears that 


“Let Your Light Shine” 


“Where is the newly born King of the Jews: 


name is Infinite Holiness. The name of 
Jesus is most powerful; Christ said, “If 
you ask the Father anything in my 
name, it will be granted you. Until 
now you have not asked in my name— 
ask and you shall receive.” Consider 
the fact that every prayer offered to 
God by Holy Mother the Church is 
offered in and through the name of 
Jesus; every blessing given is granted 
in His name; every sacrament received 
is administered in the name of Christ 
Our Lord. 
should escape your lips irreverently, 


If this most holy name 


say an aspiration for forgiveness. If 
you should hear Him blasphemed, say 
a prayer of reparation. 


Feast of the Epiphany 


> For we have seen his star in the East 


and have come to worship Him” (Gospel). 


OUTLINE: 

(1) The concept of universal salvation was 
lost by the Jews because of their 
pride and primary concern for worldly 
power and prestige. 

(2) The journey of the Wise Men revealed 
the presence of the Messias to His 
enemies as well as to His friends. 

(3) The epiphany of Christ in the modern 
world is the mission of every Catholic. 

(4) Conclusion: To worship Christ and to 

bring others to worship Him is the 
ideal apostolate. 


The Feast of the Epiphany is cele- 
brated today throughout the Catholic 
world and recalls the universality of 
the Church. The Messias was promised 
of old: “I have appointed thee to be the 
light of the Gentiles, in thee I will send 
out my salvation to the farthest corners 
of the earth” (Isaias 49, 6). 

The concept of the universal salva- 


tion of all men was blurred in the minds 
of the Jews who had come to disdain 
the foreigner under whose military heel 
the Israelite was crushed. The Jews 
had come in large measure to despise 
the Gentile rather than to be mission- 
aries of the revelation of prophecy and 
promise. Thus when Christ “came unto 
his own [the Israelites], his own re- 
ceived him not, but to as many as 
received him, he gave the power of 
becoming sons of God” (John 1, 11-12). 


JOURNEY OF THE WISE MEN 


Little is known with certainty of the 
identity of the Magi, the three wise 
men from the East. It is certain, how- 
ever, that they were not kings, but 
probably from far-off 
No doubt they had heard of 
the promise of the Messias from the 


astronomers 
Persia. 
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prophet Daniel who had been im- 
prisoned among them for many years. 
Be that as it may, it happened that as 
these three men were scanning the sky, 
they suddenly beheld the presence— 
the miraculous of a_ star 
which beamed a path to Jerusalem. 
Suddenly they lost sight of the star. 
Undaunted, they sought out the rea- 
son for the star at the palace of Herod. 
“Where,” they asked, “is he that is 
born king of the Jews? For we have 
seen his star in the East and have come 
to worship him” (Matthew 2, 2). 
Rumor spread quickly that the ex- 





presence 


pected one of Israel had been born. 
Fearful for his own dynasty, King 
Herod sought secret information from 
the scribes and doctors of the Law. 
They recounted what they read in 
Sacred Scripture that “thou, Bethle- 
hem of the land of Juda, art by no 
means least among the princes of Juda, 
for from thee shall come forth a leader 
who shall rule my people, Israel.” 
Herod plotted quickly. He dispatched 
the Magi to search out the King. 
Under the pretense that he, too, might 
come and worship the newly born King, 
Herod asked the Magi to return and 
tell him where the Child was. 
Directed toward Bethlehem, they re- 
sumed their journey only to discover 
that the miraculous star beamed a path 
for them until it hovered over Bethle- 
hem. Here they found the Christ 
Child. Illumined by grace, the three 
men knelt in adoration, offering their 
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
Their gifts were the outward expres- 
sions of their faith, their recognition of 
Christ as King, Christ as God, and 
Christ as Their 


tedeemer. great 
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destiny fulfilled, they were warned by 
an angel to return by another route to 
avoid the plot of Herod. 


OUR MISSION IS THE SAME 


How mysteriously God brings good 
out of evil! The story of the Epiphany 
is one of lights and shadows. The one. 
rupt and evil Herod unwittingly re- 
veals the way to the Light of the 
World even as he seeks to destroy Him, 
In slaughtering the boys of Bethlehem, 
two years of age and under, Herod 
gave them the title of Holy Innocents 
and the right to the eternal glory of 
Heaven. Even the subjugation of the 
Israelite nation to the Roman Empire 
opened the roads to speed the glad 
tidings of the gospel of Christianity. 

The Magi have always represented 
the “non-chosen” nations of the world. 
After Christ had manifested Himself to 
the Israelites in Bethlehem, He then 
revealed Himself to the Gentiles in the 
personages of the Wise Men. As Christ 
eame forth from the Eternal Father 
with the mission to redeem all man- 
kind, so, too, we must concern our- 
selves with the salvation of all man- 
kind. 
bor, whether he lives next door, works 


Mankind begins with our neigh- 


in the same office, labors in the same 
factory, studies in the same classroom. 
He is your neighbor, and you must love 
him with the love of Christ and mani- 
fest Christ to him. 

Today you have come as the Magi 
to worship Christ, your King, your God, 
and your Redeemer. As you leave this 
new Bethlehem, carry the glad tidings 
out into the highways and byways of 
your life. Others are searching; you 
have found; be a star to them. 
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GOOD HOMEKEEPING 


Good Homekeeping 


Feast of the Holy Family 


“But above all these things have charity, which is the bond of perfection” 
(Epistle). 


OUTLINE: 

(1) Disorder in the world is due to disorder, 
either by neglect or decree, in the 
basic unit of society—the family. 

(2) The insidious dangers in entertainment 
and news media. 

(3) The Holy Family is the model for all 


families. 


The world today is in jumbled dis- 
order because family life has been dis- 
rupted either by decree or by negli- 
gence. In countries under the rule of 
atheistic Communism all that is sacred 
is desecrated by the very might of 
civil decrees. Marriage has been 
denied its divine origin, sanction, and 
fulfillment, and family life is subject 
to the whims of State rulers and ma- 
terialistic progress. In much of the 
rest of the world, and particularly in 
our own country, the sanctity of the 
home has been destroyed by divorce, 
delinquency, and degeneration. 


WHAT’S OUR EXCUSE? 


We are painfully aware that the en- 


foreed brainwashing of Communist 
children has deprived them of all sense 
With no appre- 


elation either of God or of the sanction 


of moral obligation. 


of God’s law in eternal reward or 
punishment, the logical sequence is a 
revolt against parental authority and 
filial reverence. This alone can ac- 
count for the betrayal of parents, the 
spying on them by their own children, 
and the horrible and unnatural crimes 
committed against 
and sisters. 


parents, brothers, 


In our own country one out of three 
marriages ends in the divorce court. 
This means that one-third of our 
families are disrupted, over one-fourth 
of our children are not living with their 
natural parents. Is it any wonder, then, 
that the major crimes in our country in 
1959 were committed by teenage gang- 
sters? Unwanted at home, these waifs 
of broken marriages roam the streets 
in search of alliances with other teen- 
agers who also want to be wanted. 
Joining these ranks in ever-swelling 
numbers are children from so-called 
vood homes who must compete with 
the television for Dad’s attention, with 
the social calendar for Mom’s interest, 
and with the economics of both par- 
ents working outside the home. Add to 
these disconcerting factors the irre- 
ligious and oftentimes depraved enter- 
tainment to which our youth are sub- 
jected, and one realizes that not all the 
fault must be placed upon the young 
people. 

Our youths live in an age of violence. 
The “heroics” of crime are reviewed in 
searing headlines of the daily news- 
paper; the funny books cease to be 
funny, for more often than not they 
glorify the cheap and tawdry. Nor 
are we immune to that field of adver- 
tising in which many products are ad- 
Though the 
editorial page of a newspaper may be- 


vertised sexsationally! 
moan the latest uprising of searching 
youths, the display advertising in that 
same paper of the latest movie or play 
often entices youth to commit the very 
sins deplored. 
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THE ONLY MODEL; 
THE ONLY FORMULA 


Conscious of this tragic state of 
affairs, Wwe seek to reorder and remodel 
families according to a pattern of life 
worthy of imitation and justified by 
experience. The Catholic knows that 
his family life is modeled after the life 
of the Holy Family at Nazareth, whose 
feast we celebrate today. 

And to Catholics is given that simple 
formula for a successful and happy 
home life: “But above all these things 
have charity, which is the bond of per- 
fection.” Charity is that supernatural 
virtue by which we love God and our 
In this 
Christian family life, husband and wife 


neighbor for the sake of God. 


find expression for their love of God in 
the fulfillment of 
They order their own lives in 


their marital obli- 


gations. 


Obedience at Cana 


accordance with God’s will. They per. 
fect their love for each other by mu- 
tual sacrifices for their union’s spiritual 
as well as temporal welfare. They see 
in their children the blessed reflection 
of God’s love for Their 
children learn to imitate the Christ 
Child in filial affection and _ willing 
obedience. Father, mother, and chil- 
dren are bonded in Christian perfection. 
and their family harmony reflects the 
life of the Holy Family in which the 
monotony of housework was for Mary 
but a rosary of service, the manual 
labors of St. Joseph so many acts of 
love in God’s service, and the respectful 
and reverent Christ a happy response 
to the love of Mary and Joseph. 

“Tt is better to light one candle than 
to curse the darkness.” It is better to 
remodel one family life than to curse 
humanity. 


themselves. 


Second Sunday after Epiphany 


“Do whatever he tells yow”’ (Gospel). 


OUTLINE: 

(1) Guests of honor at this marriage were 
Mary, Christ, and His disciple 8. 

(2) Mary sensed the needs of the 

Christ 


moment 


and interceded with without 


watting to be asked. 

(4) Christ performed a miracle rather than 
disappoint His mother. 

(5) The servants obeyed Christ. This is the 
condition upon which Mary’s power- 
ful intercession depends: Do what- 
ever Christ tells you. 


The marriage ceremony among the 
Jews in the time of Our Lord was a 
festive as well as a sacred oceasion. It 
could last a week, and was an oppor- 
tunity for a reunion of relatives and 
friends as guests of the bride and groom. 
At Cana of Galilee, according to this 
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morning’s Gospel, such a_ celebration 


was in progress. Mary was invited, 
perhaps because she was a distant rela- 
tive of the bride or groom, and Christ 


and His disciples were also present. 
HIS MOTHER INTERCEDES 


During the banquet our Blessed 
Mother noticed that the wine was fail- 
ing. Undoubtedly the groom was 0 
meagre circumstances and the “neces 
sary guests” outnumbered the glasses 
of wine prepared for the wedding feast. 
Mary turned instinctively to her divine 
Son and merely made the observation: 
The reply 0 
i We 


“They have no wine.” 
Christ can be misunderstood 
fail to remember that He is the inl 
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OBEDIENCE AT CANA 


nitely perfect Son of God as well as 
the loving Son of Mary. 
must not read into the text any indif- 
ference on the part of Christ to His 
Certainly there is 
no impudent and disrespectful resent- 
ment of the Son toward the mother. 
Rather, the answer is understood in the 
completion of the thought: “My hour 


Surely we 


mother’s concern. 


has not yet come.” It was as if to say, 
“How did we get into this responsibility, 
when it will necessitate a miracle and I 
lad not intended to perform my first 
public miracle at this time?’”’ We know 
it could not be disrespect or indifference. 
May we not ascribe the motive of hu- 
mility to Christ who preferred not to 
draw attention away from the bride 
and groom and to Himself by a miracle? 
There is deliberate delay; Christ weighs 
the matter: What is more important, 
to proclaim His love for Mary by a 
miracle at her behest, or postpone the 
occasion for the sake of the bride and 
groom? 


HER ADVICE TO THE SERVANTS 


He heard His mother speak to the 
“Do whatever he tells you.” 
This was the motif of her own life, 
voiced in her fiat at His incarnation. 
Surely such faith, such obedience to His 
will must be publicly acknowledged and 
rewarded. He must give His divine 
approval to all who would ask of Him 
through her intercession. 


diseiples : 


The command of Christ to the waiters 
issimple and straightforward: “Fill the 
jars with water.” They were filled to 
the brim. Then said to the 
servants: “Draw them out now and 
take to the chief steward.” And they 
took them to him. 

It is well to pause here and ask your- 
self: “What would I have done under 
such circumstances?” Is it not likely 


Jesus 


irom past experience that you and I 


would have questioned Christ? Would 
we not have been apt to suggest a 
better way to produce the necessary 
wine? Whatever may have been their 
personal opinions, the servants re- 
membered the unconditional statement 
of Mary: “Do whatever he tells you.” 
In respecting her advice, they afforded 
the means for Christ’s first public 
miracle. 

OBEDIENCE—CANA’S LESSON 

From this morning’s Gospel we may 
learn three lessons. In paying honor 
to Mary, we imitate Christ; in imitating 
the servants, we honor Christ; if we 
honor Christ, we shall receive whatever 
we need, even if it takes a miracle. 

Our Lord not only did not resent 
the intercession of Mary, but welcomed 
the opportunity to reward, by the 
largesse of His love for her, her chari- 
table concern for her neighbor. If there 
was no other reason to meet the needs 
of humanity, Mary’s concern alone 
would suffice to work a miracle. There- 
fore, we honor Mary in the liturgy of 
the Church and in our own personal 
devotions, for scarcely can we claim to 
be brothers in Christ if we cannot pro- 
claim her as our mother, too. 

The servants obeyed Christ! We 
often pray to Mary expecting her to 
ask that God obey our will, and then 
complain, “I prayed and prayed and 
prayed, and it did no good. My prayers 
were not answered.” The difficulty here 
could obviously be that we ask Mary to 
tell Christ to do whatever we tell Him. 
Mary replies, “No; you do whatever 
Christ tells you.” If we are to honor 
Christ, we must imitate the servants 
who did what Christ told them, though 
it may seem impossible and impracti- 
cal. And what does Christ tell us to 
do? “If you love me, keep my com- 
mandments.”’ 

Today, consider your devotion to 
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Mary, your obedience to Christ, and 
your imitation of the servants. As you 


honor Mary, the Mother of God, so you 


honor Jesus, the Son of God. 
fiat, you 


As you 


imitate her imitate His 


obedience. “Do whatever He tells you,” 


Christ Told Us How to Confess 


Third Sunday after Epiphany 


“(io, show thyself to the priest” (Gospel). 


OUTLINE: 
(1) Le pers were outcasts of society, for- 
bidden by law to mingle with others. 
(2) Christ fulfilled the 
Levitical law of the purification of a 


prescription of the 


cured leper. 
(3) The Divine Physician heals the le prosy 
of the soul. 


(4) He has given His power to the priest 


as conse SSOT. 


Victims of leprosy were the outcasts 
of society and were obliged by law to 
remove themselves from the towns and 
villages. To the unwary traveller pass- 
ing them, they had to shout out a loud 
warning: “Unclean! Unclean!” These 
dregs of humanity subsisted on food 
that was sent out to them in their hill- 
side hovels or else they scavenged from 
the refuse nearest them. 

The leper of this morning’s Gospel 
had heard of Christ by the rumors that 
had spread with every miracle the 
Wonder-Worker performed. So 
perate and pitiful was his condition, 
that he chanced to break the law. He 
approached Christ with hope and con- 
fidence: “Lord, if thou wouldst, thou 
canst make me clean.” 

Christ stretched forth His hand, as 
one may imagine, to embrace him with 
His compassion. “I will; be thou made 
Immediately his leprosy was 


des- 


, 


clean.” 
cleansed. 
The Mosaic Law prescribed strict 
liturgical purification and sacrifices to 
be observed by anyone who recovered 
from leprosy. In deference to the law, 
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Christ commanded the leper to fulfil] 
this mandate as he now added, “See 
thou tell no one, but go, show thyself to 
the priest.” 


SPIRITUAL LEPROSY 


As physical leprosy destroys whole- 
someness and physical beauty, so sin 
kills the supernatural graces of the soul 
The disfigured leper is hideous in th 
sight of man; the soul in serious sin is 
abominable in the sight of God. For 
the restoration of grace which has been 
lost by sin, Christ has preseribed: “Go 
show thyself to the priest,” for to the 
Catholic priest He has given His divine 
power to restore the health of the soul 

So often this objection to confession 
ix raised: “But I don’t need a priest 
1 tell my sins directly to God.” Th 
reply of the informed Catholic is, “So 
do I, but in the manner which God has 
prescribed.” It is conceit and 


crass 
supine stupidity for one who has 
offended God to presume to dictate to 
God the manner in which he will seek 
forgiveness or the terms of reconcilia 
tion. 
fault of his own, could not avail hin- 
self of the sacrament of penance, Goi 
would not reject a perfect act of sorrow 
A perfect act of sorrow is one in whiel 
the contrition is motivated by God’ 
goodness rather than from a fear 0 


hell. 


Surely for one who, through 1 


PEACE TO THE SICK SOUL 


Christ, the Divine Physician, sall 
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DO WE SCHEDULE GOD FOR INCONVENIENCE? 


He came not for those who are healthy 
and need not a physician, but to minis- 
A man in serious sin 
has leprosy of the soul and can be cured 


ter unto the sick. 


only by the will of Christ who stretches 
forth His hand through the absolving 
Like 


the leper in the Gospel, the sinner must 


sign of the priest in confession. 


want to be cleansed and approach 
Christ with the same humility and con- 
fidence: “If thou wouldst, thou canst 
make me clean!” 

On the first Easter Sunday evening 
our Redeemer entered the Upper Room 
where the Apostles were hiding and an- 
spoils of His victory: 
“Peace be to you.” Startled they were, 


nounced the 


indeed, by the radiant presence of His 
glorified body, but He reassured them: 


Peace be to you.” Then giving them 
a visible sign for the spiritual power He 
was conferring upon them, He breathed 
on them and said, “Receive you the 
Holy Ghost, whose sins you shall for- 
give they shall be forgiven them, whose 


sins you shall retain, they are retained.” 


God built the supernatural upon the 
natural. Because man is a social being, 
he naturally tends to share with others 
his joys and his sorrows, his problems 
and his decisions. So, too, God willed 
that man should share his spiritual 
problems and failures with one who 
could help him through divine power. 

The necessity of oral confession stems 
from the very fact that the priest must 
judge whether he, as confessor, is to 
retain. How can 
judge another unless there be admission 


forgive or anyone 
of guilt and purpose of amendment? 
The priest in the confessional is not 
only judge; he is counselor and physi- 
cian. He must guide and direct the 
spiritual] God’s_ prodigal 
child, and so he admonishes the peni- 


progress of 


tent on how to avoid the occasions of 
sin in the future, and he encourages him 
in the advancement he has manifested 
in the spiritual life. 
the soul of the leprosy of sin as he ad- 
ministers the absolution “in the name 
of the Father and of the Son of the 
Holy Ghost.” 


Finally, he cures 


Do We Schedule God for Convenience? 


Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 


“Why are you fearful, O you of little Faith?’ (Gospel). 


OUTLINE: 

(1) The lake off Capharnaum is naturally 
stormy. 

(2) Life also has its storms. 

(3) The home today is shaken by the winds 
of materialism, and spouses become as 
reeds shaken in the wind. 

(4) Those who leave God out of thet 
home labor in vain, for, as exempli- 
fied, they often lose what they had. 

(5) Each of us must face the reality of 
life with great faith in God's presence, 


power, and provide nce. 


The storm which swept down upon 
the disciples in the boat with Our Lord 
was not unusual. The lake off Caphar- 
naum is surrounded by high hills, and 
sudden atmospheric changes can cause 
the churning of the lake by waves six 
feet high. Our Lord slept throughout 
this storm, much to the dismay of the 
Apostles. When in desperation they 
awakened Him, we note that Christ did 
not complain. He chided them for their 
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lack of faith in His providential care 
for them at every moment. 
and, with a word, contained the sea, 
the wind, and the waves. 

The marvel of the disciples and of 
the people who heard of this prompted 
the question: “What manner of man is 
this, that even the wind and the sea 
obey him?” (Matthew 8, 27) 

The lessons which Christ taught are 


He arose 


timeless, and their parallel is evident to 
us today as we consider the Church, the 
modern Bark of Peter, Christ the in- 
visible Guide, and His disciples, the 
faithful who are in the Church. 

Like the sea in the Gospel, so often 
the center of storms, life can be turbu- 
lent with troubles and temptations. 
They seem to engulf us and only appear 
to be no concern of Christ. It is the 
littleness of our faith in Him that causes 
us to panic and to think that we are 
perishing. We need to sense Christ’s 
presence, His power, and His provi- 
dence. 


STORMS IN THE HOME 
WITHOUT GOD 


Perhaps the most distressing storms 
of life are within the home. A young 
couple stand at the altar of God and 
vow to serve Him in the state of mar- 
riage, to sanctify each other, and to 
prosper His work of the continuation of 
the human race as they mutually share 
power of procreation. Endowed with 
the special and enduring grace of the 
sacrament of matrimony, they begin 
a life together, accepting the responsi- 
bilities of marriage as God has re- 
vealed them in the commands and pre- 
cepts of the divine and natural law. 
The compensations, consolations, and 
pleasures are accepted in the spirit with 
which God has blessed the marriage 
state. 
the life become irksome, the challenge 


Sometimes, as the burdens of 
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of duty to be performed causes mo. 
ments of anxiety. 
of fulfilling the will of God become 
ends in themselves, and soon it is their 
will in opposition to His will! 


The material means 


It does not matter how many ehil. 
dren have come of such a marriage 
It is only when there is loss oj 
faith or littleness of faith that doubt 


union. 


can cause a husband or wife to ration- 
alize their wrongdoing. One may listen 
to their reasons, only to discover that 
they are not reasons—just excuses! 
“We can’t afford another child.” They 
already have two, or three, or one, or 
But how did they afford the first? 


“My husband had a good job. We 


five. 


only rented then; we didn’t have so 
Who is the “we?” 
“My husband and I” or “My wile and 
I.” In the sanctuary it was a three- 


many expenses.” 


party contract: God, groom, and bride, 
Now God has been left out of the con- 
tract entirely, even in their thinking 
When the couple left the sanctuary, one 
may presume, they left in the state of 
grace, and even as recipients of th 
Holy Eucharist. How long has it been 
since the husband and wife returned 
to the altar-railing for that spiritua 
refreshment necessary to persevere In 
temporal duties? “Come to me all 
you who labor and are heavily burdened 
and I will refresh you,” said Christ. 
GOD’S WILL SCHEDULED AFTER 
HUMAN CONVENIENCE 
The husband and wife who budget 
their marriage vows contrary to God’ 
will discover the awful truth of Christ’ 
promise: “Unless the Lord builds thi 
house, they labor in vain who build it” 
In the emergency ward of the city 
hospital the limp and lifeless form of 4 
child the chaplail 
break the sad and inevitable news 
his parents. With the unction @ 
priestly charity and sympathetic under 


necessitated that 
{0 
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DOWE SCHEDULE GOD FOR INCONVENIENCE? 


ganding, he quietly began with gentle 
taken child 


He has placed a 


vords: “God has 
Him. 


upon your shoulders, not 


your 
ome with 
oreat CYrOSS 
nike the heavy burden of sorrow that 
flicted Our Blessed Mother when she, 
«oo. knew the sting of death which 
separated her Son from her.” 

The words continued. Apparently, 
they fell like 


Suddenly the shock 


owever, seed upon 
ardened hearts. 
ithe truth caused this utter cry of 
iespair: “No, Father, you don’t under- 
tand at all. You see, we didn’t want 
ny more children and God took away 


The priest 


fom us the one we had.” 
ould only say, “I’m terribly sorry for 
vou.” They knew the answer better 
than he. 

In the hollow and charred halls of 


a once beautiful house the same priest 
was told by the owners: ‘Father, we 
had just finished building the house 
and now we were going to begin to have 
We had such plans, but I 
guess we left God out of them!” “Un- 
iess the Lord builds the house, they 


a family. 


labor in vain who build it.” 

Each of us must face the reality of 
life. This is a “valley of tears,” but 
with the eyes of faith we can see the 
“eternal city on the top of the moun- 
tain.” To ask God to give us the 
persevering strength to climb to the 
heights of His eternal glory, to have 
much faith in the echo of His promise— 
“My grace is sufficient for thee’”—is 
to realize Christ’s presence, providence, 


and power! 
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The Teacher 


in the Christian School 


By RT. REV. MSGR. PAUL E. CAMPBELL, A.M., LL.D., Ed.D. 


a. ENDOWMENT of consecrated 
lives that the Catholic school system 
has in its body of consecrated teachers 
is its most valuable asset. Some years 
ago a writer on Catholic education—it 
was Dr. George Johnson, I believe— 
said that Catholics take the teaching 
But she 
works on, silently and effectively, con- 


Sister too much for granted. 


scious of the fact that she is a teacher 
in the school of Master, Jesus 
Christ. She is instrument in the 
hands of Divine Providence. Without 
“the Church in America could 
hardly hold its ground for a single day. 
She places the faith in the hearts of our 
children; she kills prejudice in hearts 
that would otherwise be bitter foes of 
the Chureh; she stabilizes the work of 
the priest, making it permanent and 
durable.”’ 


her 
an 


her 


THEY LIVE WITH GREAT THOUGHTS 


By reason of their life and their 
ideals, the Catholic Sister and the 
Catholic Brother are well fitted for the 
great work of instructing youth. They 
make ideal teachers. They live a life 
of seclusion, and the ideal teacher must 
be a person living apart from the world. 
Thought is essential to success in teach- 
ing, but great thoughts are not born 
amid the distractions of the world. The 
teacher, religious or secular, is some- 
what of a There many 
worldly contacts that unfit a person for 


hermit. are 


the work of teaching, that make him 
unworthy to guide and govern the 
The religious life and the cast 
of thought that leads a young man or 
a young woman to undertake that life 
are an ideal preparation for a teacher. 


young. 








Editor of The Catholic Educator, au- 
thor of texts for schools, formerly Super- 
intendent of Schools in the Pittsburgh 
diocese, Vice-President General of 
N.C.E.A., Msgr. Campbell has been in 
charge of our educational section since 
October, 1928. 





Divine Providence chooses these con- 
secrated persons for many works that 
demand a boundless love of one’s fellow 
man and has carefully fashioned them 
for the proper performance of these 
tasks. Their yearning for 
higher things, their zeal for the spread 
of the kingdom of God upon earth, their 
life amid an environment that fosters 
thought and reflection, make for the 
formation of the ideal teacher. Their 
contribution to Catholic education is 


several 
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“not cheap labor, but richness of life.” 

They dedicate their consecrated lives 
to the service of Christ. The vows of 
religion remove from them the very at- 
tractions that at times threaten to stand 
in the way of the secular teacher. Their 
deep personal love of Christ demands 
the salvation of souls: salus animarum, 
suprema lex. They seek to bring chil- 
dren to a knowledge of God, to show 
them the way of salvation, and that is 
true education. Love for the children 
of Christ’s flock fills their hearts, and 
this love is the ideal ever present in their 
teachings. 

“We possess, in our religious orders 
of Brothers and Sisters,” writes Bishop 
McQuaid, the champion of the parish 
school, “armies of skilled teachers vol- 
untarily schooled to the work of labor- 
ing among poor children, and instruct- 
ing them in secular learning, while 
grounding them in virtue and morality. 
They are ready to spend their lives in 
this work of highest love and self-sacri- 
fice; they can reach the hearts of these 
children; they can calm turbulent pas- 
sions and teach self-restraint, love of 
order, and respect for the rights of 
others.” 


THEIR LAY COLLEAGUES 


A noble and constantly increasing 
part is borne by the secular teacher. A 
dearth of vocations to the religious life 
has resulted in a marked increase in 
secular teachers at all levels of educa- 
tion. Pope Pius XI did not fail to pay 
them tribute in his encyclical, Christian 
Education of Youth. He there reminds 
all who would undertake the teaching 
office that perfect schools are the result 
not so much of good methods as of good 
teachers, teachers who are thoroughly 
prepared and well-grounded in the 
matter they have to teach; who possess 
the intellectual and moral qualifications 
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required by their important office; who 
cherish a pure and holy love for the 
youths confided to them, because they 
love Jesus Christ and His Church, of 
which these are the children of pre- 
dilection; and who have therefore sin- 
cerely at heart the true good of family 
and country. , 

The Holy Father then pays tribute in 
a special manner to the growing body of 
secular teachers in our schools. We 
quote: “Indeed it fills Our soul with 
consolation and gratitude towards the 
Divine Goodness to see, side by side 
with religious men and women engaged 
in teaching, such a large number of ex- 
cellent lay teachers, who, for their 
greater spirtual advancement, are often 
grouped in special 
association, which are worthy of praise 


sodalities and 


and encouragement as most excellent 
and powerful auxiliaries of ‘Catholie 
Action.’” The Chief Shepherd of 
Christendom is not without knowledge 
and appreciation of the contribution 
that the secular teachers make: “Al 
these labor unselfishly with zeal and 
perseverance in what St. Gregory Nazi- 
anzen calls ‘the art of arts and the 
science of sciences,’ the direction and 
Of them also it 
may be said in the words of the Divine 
Master: ‘The harvest indeed is great, 
but the laborers few.’ Let us then pray 
the Lord of the harvest to send more 
such workers into the field of Christian 
education; and let their formation be 
one of the principal concerns of the 


formation of youth. 


pastors of souls and of the superiors of 
religious orders.”’ 


NONE ARE MORE 
HIGHLY MOTIVATED 


The teacher is the school’s greatest 
resource. The example of Our Savior 
taught us the comparatively negligible 


value of the material structure called 
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the school. From what seat did He 


teach? He instructed and formed His 
disciples while He walked along 


lonely roads, or sat on the hillside, or 
stood in the bow of a fisherman’s boat. 
His vessel of election, St. Paul, was a 
teacher after His own heart. A bonds- 
man to the truth, he never waited for 
time or place. How much like these 
illustrious prototypes are their succes- 
sors today, the teaching Brothers and 
Sisters! 
modern fully equipped building in some 
sreat city, or to a poor room of boards 
on the vast stretches of the prairie. It 
matters not! In either place, with chil- 
dren of luxury or of poverty, their sole 
thought is that they carry a divine com- 
mission. They may be teachers of pri- 


They may be assigned to a 


mary reading or of advanced science; 
they do the work as perfectly as pos- 
sible, because nothing shoddy or second- 
rate is worthy of the Master whom they 
serve. 

The teaching Sister, with the instine- 
tive love and solicitude of a vicarious 
motherhood, gives to many a child, es- 
pecially in our great cities, the care and 
protection and guidance that the 
modern home in our complex civilization 
May we say that the 
home, the very fountainhead of the life 
of a civilized people, is less potent and 


fails to give. 


less sacred than it was a generation ago? 
Many factors of modern life undermine 
parental authority. The physical and 
social environment weans the child 
away from the family hearth. The 
home is no longer the first school of the 
child presided over by the first teachers 
of the child, the teachers of primary 
right, his parents. The teaching Sister 
struggles to stem the ravages of this 
deterioration, to give the child physical, 
intellectual, and moral training that will 
carry him through life. Great, noble, 


and consoling is their task. They la- 


bor to build the shrine of the Holy 
Ghost in human hearts. Their work 
shall live for all eternity, a monument 
of their zeal and a tribute to their 
nobility. 

“Tt is ‘indeed difficult,” writes Bishop 
Spalding, “to exaggerate the worth of a 
true teacher, of one who, loving children 
with a love akin to that which glowed in 
the Divine Heart of Christ, is wise and 
strong, watchful and patient; who, 
while he awakens and holds attention, 
is able to enter the child’s mind to make 
it active and conscious of itself by rous- 
ing the thousand images of truth and 
beauty which slumber there; who has 
faith in education, and knows how to 
inspire his pupils with a genuine belief 
in it, as the one power given to man 
whereby he may lift himself to higher 
and higher planes of life; who being a 
genuine lover of human_ perfection, 
strives to make himself as well as them 
perfect in body, mind, and heart.” 

All who work for God and for fellow 
creatures need ideals and inspirations 
—ideals, to measure the growth to which 
they would fain attain; inspirations, to 
gather strength and fervor to rise to the 
summit of their hopes and ambitions. 
Without ideals and inspirations the 
teacher fails in his work and his pupils 
fail with him. The teacher who does not 
understand the sublime grandeur of his 
task, the lofty aim he should keep in 
view, is utterly unworthy of the name, 
and ought never to have crossed the 
threshold of a classroom. If the teacher 
does not lead his students onward to 
physical, intellectual, and moral excel- 
lence, he is false to the charge entrusted 
to him by the primary teachers of the 
He has a debt to 
parents as well as a duty to them. 


child, the parents. 


The school as a social institution owes 
its existence to the initiative of the 
family and of the Church. Historically 
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the school is a social institution, subsidi- 
ary and complementary to the family 
and to the Church. “It follows logically 
and necessarily,” writes Pius XI in 
Christian Education of Youth, “that it 
must not be in opposition to, but in 
accord with, those other two elements 
(the family and the Church) and form 
with them a perfect moral union, con- 
stituting one sanctuary of education, as 
it were, with the family and the Church. 
Otherwise, it is doomed to fail of its pur- 
pose, and to become, instead, an agent 
of destruction.” 

A smattering of religious instruction is 
of very little value, and does not bring 
the educational process into accord with 
the rights of the Church and of the 
Christian family, or make the school a 
fit place for Catholic students. That a 
school may be deemed a Christian 
school, “it is necessary,” writes Pope 
Pius XI, “that all the teaching and the 
whole organization of the school, and its 
teachers, syllabus and textbooks in 
every branch, be regulated by the 
Christian spirit, under the direction and 
maternal supervision of the Church, so 
that religion may be in very truth the 
foundation and crown of the youth’s 
entire training; and this in every grade 
of school, not only in the elementary but 
in the intermediate and the higher in- 
stitutions of learning as well.” 

Many years previously, in 1897, Pope 
Leo XIII in the encylical, Muilitantis 
Ecclesiae, had written: “It is neces- 
sary not only that religious instruction 
be given to the young at certain fixed 
other subject 


times, but also 


taught be permeated with Christian 


every 
piety. If this is wanting, if this sacred 
atmosphere does not pervade and warm 
the hearts of masters and scholars alike, 
little good can be expected from any 
kind of learning, and considerable harm 
will often be the consequence.” 
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“THESE LITTLE ONES” 
AND THE SECULARISTS 


Again, writing of the chief duties of 
citizens, this great Pope reminded par- 
ents that they hold from nature their 
right of training the children to whom 
they have given birth, with the obliga- 
tion super-added of shaping and direct- 
ing the education of their little ones to 
the end for which God vouchsafed the 
privilege of transmitting the gift of life. 
“Tt is, then, incumbent on parents to 
strain every nerve to ward off such an 
outrage, and to strive manfully to have 
and to hold exclusive authority to direct 
the education of their offspring, as is fit- 
ting, in a Christian manner; and first 
and foremost, to keep them away from 
schools where there is risk of their 
drinking in the poison of impiety.” 
The divine Master himself taught us 
through His own memorable words the 
importance of the first years and the 
period of youth in training and forming 
the young: “Suffer the little children 
and forbid them not to come to me, for 
the kingdom of heaven is for such” 
(Matt. 19:14). Shortly before these 
words He had warned His hearers: 
“Woe to him that shall scandalize one 
of these little ones that believe in me” 
(Matt. 18:6). 

The primary and original right of 
parents in the field of education makes 
it mandatory that the civil law respect 
this right. In the words of Pius XI, 
“Laws or other regulations concerning 
schools that disregard the rights of par- 
ents guaranteed to them by the natural 
law, or that by threat and violence nul- 
lify those rights, contradict the natural 
law and are utterly and essentially im- 
moral.” 

There are many in high places in edu- 
cation today who do not accept the phi- 
losophy of education that is expounded 
in the above paragraphs taken from the 
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writings of the popes. They are protag- 
onists for schools without religion; they 
are proud to class themselves as secu- 
larists and they have no belief in the 
supernatural. Webster defines a secu- 
larist as “one who rejects every form of 
religious faith and worship, and under- 
takes to live accordingly; also, one who 
believes that education and other civil 
matters should be without religious ele- 
ment.” Some years ago the late Bishop 
Michael Ready of Columbus, in an 
official document, defined secularism as 
the failure to center human life in God. 
The Christian teacher does not hold 
with the secularist, has unshakable 
faith in God, and seeks to follow His 
word as given to us in revelation and 
through the infallible teaching author- 
ity of His Church. 


SECULARISM A FAILURE— 
THE HARD WAY 


Pope Pius XII in his address to the 
Catholic Association of School Teachers 
in 1946 tells Christian that 
the clear results of these last decades 
have proved to be unfavorable to the 


teachers 


school without religion, which is, in fact, 
This 


type of school, according to the experi- 


or comes to be, anti-religious. 


ences of the past century, of the present, 
too, has produced some bitter fruits, and 
therefore has failed in its true purpose; 
on the hand, for 
thousand years Christian education has 


other almost two 
gloriously overcome all the trials. 

In another paragraph of this address, 
which the pope entitled Task of the 
Teacher, Pius XII asks, “Is it not sig- 
uifieant that precisely 
among some who do not 


today, even 
profess our 
faith, the vast majority of parents who 
have been able to express freely their 
will have asked for a Christian educa- 
tion and Christian schools for their chil- 


dren?” He advises parents to let the 
child grow in the pure atmosphere of a 
Christian family and give him a school 
which, by mutual co-operation between 
the family and the Church, would work 
for the sound formation of youth. 
Though the future is hidden as in an 
inscrutable mist, the future is within 
their control because in their hands are 
fashioned those who shall dominate and 
mold future generations. 


REVERENCE FOR THE CHILD 


Under this proper control, the chil- 
dren of today will succeed in forming 
and mastering a new society for the 
greatest good of the human family. 
“No action patterned on that of the 
family home has a more lasting effect on 
the soul of young people than the school. 
Here is the importance of your task, 
even if, perchance, it should be accom- 
plished in a poor church lost in a moun- 
tain village.” Later in the document 
Pius XII speaks directly to the teachers 
present: ‘May God govern the move- 
ments of your own minds and hearts; 
God who is the infallible discerner of 
your thoughts and affections, which 
must all be turned toward the acquisi- 
tion of goodness and the moral virtues 
in order that you may become your- 
selves the molders of young souls.” 

The popes have never disdained to 
quote from the scholars of antiquity 
when they utter wisdom. Thus Pope 
Pius XII, speaking of the mission of the 
school, gives us a piece of wisdom from 
the writings of Juvenal, Roman poet 
“We owe the utmost 
reverence to the child.” Again, he re- 
minds the Union of Italian Teachers of 
the words of “What public 
office can we exercise greater or better 
than the teaching and the instruction of 
youth?” 


and satirist: 


Cicero: 








Qu ESTIONS Answ ERED 


By CECIL L. PARRES, C.M., J.C.D. 


Father Parres, 
and Moral 


Theology at 
Seminary, San Antonio, Texas, has been 
editor of this department since June, 1957. 


Professor of Canon Law 
Assumption 








Absolution before Conditional 
Baptism: Subsequent Obligation 


Question: In receiving a convert 
into the Church, the priest, after re- 
ceiving the Profession of Faith and 
Abjuration, proceeded to hear the con- 
fession of the convert and imparted 
conditional sacramental absolution; 
then he administered conditional 
baptism. Realizing afterwards that 
the conditional baptism should have 
come before the conditional sacramental 
absolution, he wonders if the convert 
must repeat the confession and receive 
absolution again. 

DUBITANS 

Answer: I presume that the convert 
had been doubtfully 
viously, so that the sins committed be- 
tween the previous doubtful baptism 


baptized _ pre- 


and the convert’s reception into the 
Chureh would constitute doubtful 
matter for the sacrament of penance. 
If the first baptism was actually valid, 
these sins would be matter for con- 
fession. If the first baptism was in- 
valid, the second baptism administered 
conditionally would be valid, and all 
sins committed before this conditional 
baptism in the Church are remitted 
through the reception of the sacrament 
of baptism. 

In the proper procedure, conditional 
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sacramental absolution should follow 
conditional baptism.! The actual dee- 
laration of sins could be made before 
the conditional baptism, that is, to the 
same priest who, after the conditional 
baptism, will impart conditional sacra- 
mental absolution, the penitent making 
& summary declaration of sins already 
known to the priest by reason of the 
previous confession. 

Given the post-factum situation de- 
scribed in the question, in which condi- 
tional sacramental absolution preceded 
the conditional baptism, I am asked 
whether the convert must repeat the 
confession and receive absolution again. 
The answer must be in the negative; in 
fact, repetition would not even be ad- 
visable. Actually the sacramental ab- 
solution, whether imparted before or 
after the conditional baptism, will have 
to be conditional because the matter 
is doubtful, that is, it is not certain that 
the sins confessed are post-baptismal 
sins. Only on the supposition that the 
first baptism was valid can they be re- 
mitted through the sacrament of pen- 
ance. The conditional baptism of the 


‘Cf. Instruction of Holy Office, July 20, 
1959: Council of Baltimore II, n. 242 and 
Appendix VII; Council of Baltimore III, 1. 
122. 
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The Conn Classic is positioned behind the 
main altar of Sacred Heart, where it serves 
both the church area and Our Lady Chapel. 


Sacred Heart Church on the campus of Notre 
Dame University at South Bend, Indiana 
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“ finest Conn Organ, is installed in 
. the famed Sacred Heart Church on 
. the campus of Notre Dame Uni- 
: versity at South Bend, Indiana. 
~ This beautiful old church has been 
; the center of campus religious 
: activities for almost ninety years. 
A Conn Organ was selected be- 
] cause it best met all the require- 


ments of tone, size and price. 
With its many ‘‘big organ’’ 
qualities and its widely varied tonal 











- | Why did Notre Dame choose a Conn Organ? 


resources, the Conn is the ideal 
auxiliary organ for Sacred Heart 
Church. It serves all the functions 
in Our Lady Chapel. And its glor- 
ious tone is often heard accom- 
panying the Notre Dame choirs. 
The magnificent tone of the 
Conn comes closest of all to the 
deep, rich tones of a mighty pipe 
organ—always the standard of 
excellence. ‘‘Full organ’’ on the 
Conn is grandly eloquent, not just 
loud, because basically, there is a 
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separate tone source for every note 

There is a Conn Organ to mee 
every requirement. If you are con 
sidering the purchase of an orgat 
for your church or chapel, talk t« 
your Conn Organ dealer. He wil 
be glad to discuss your particula 
requirements. And he can arrange 
monthly payments that are sur 
prisingly low. If you prefer to writs 
for more information, here is ou 
address: Conn Organ Corporation 
Elkhart, Indiana. 
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convert does not change the situation 
in this respect. It is true that after the 
conditional baptism the convert is now 
certainly a capable subject for receiving 
the sacrament of penance, because it 
is now certain that he is baptized, 
whereas earlier this capacity was doubt- 
ful; however, the sins confessed still 
remain doubtful matter. If the second 
baptism was valid, the sins were re- 
mitted through the reception of the 
sacrament of baptism. If the first 
baptism was valid, the second condi- 
tional baptism had no effect, and the 
sins were remitted through the recep- 
tion of the sacrament of penance. 
Whether absolution was imparted be- 
fore or after the conditional baptism, 
the probability of its validity, suppos- 
ing no sins were committed after the 
conditional baptism, corresponds _pre- 
cisely to the probability of the validity 
of the first baptism. 

The conclusion is that the sins in 
question, supposing at least attrition, 
were certainly remitted either through 
the sacrament of Baptism, administered 
conditionally, or through the sacrament 
of Penance, administered conditionally. 
The confession should not be repeated. 


Domicile after Elopement 


Question: I have a difficulty which 
concerns the proper pastor of the bride, 
or better, the domicile of the bride. 

Among our Mexican Catholics here 
in the Southwest, elopements are fre- 
quent. For the most part they intend 
to force the issue of marriage from the 
side of the parents. The Mexican way 
of thinking is that, once a girl has 
eloped with a boy and spent the night 
with him, she has become the “prop- 
erty” of the boy. She does not belong 
to her parents any more; in fact, the 
parents refuse to take her back unless 
she insists on it. Our young people 
know this, and so they force the parents 
many times to agree to their marriage 
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through elopement. The point I bring 
forward here is not the freedom of the 
parties (they have freely schemed the 
elopement), but rather the question of 
the domicile of the bride. Through 
this elopement the bride makes herself 
the “property” of the boy and follows 
him to his home. Her intention is to 
stay with him and not return to her 
family. From that first night she has 
cut herself off from her own family and 
is taken into the family of the boy. 
That is the way the Mexican people 
here look at it. 

Applying this way of thinking and 
the intention of the future bride to 
Canons 92 and 1097, regarding the 
acquisition of a domicile and the proper 
pastor for marriage, does not this girl 
through the elopement (no civil mar- 
riage is attempted) and the taking up 
of residence with the boy and his family 
acquire a domicile in the town of the 
boy, and does not the pastor of the boy 
become the pastor of the girl also? 

Even if the girl is a minor and the 
parents disapproved of her elopement, 
nevertheless once she has eloped they 
consider her the responsibility of the 
parents of the boy. 

In such a case may I consider the girl 
a resident of my town and parish and 
myself as her proper pastor, since the 
Mexican people look at it this way, in- 
cluding the girl and her parents? If 
the girl’s family lives in another diocese, 
may I arrange for the marriage without 
the curial testimonial letter of the other 
diocese and without the “nihil obstat” 
of my diocese. Of course, the proper 
investigations are to be made and free- 
dom established. In short, am I right 
in adapting myself to the Mexican way 
of thinking and considering that the 
girl has established a domicile in my 
parish? 

SOUTH WESTERNER 


Answer: A summary presentation 
of pertinent portions of a few canons 
will be necessary to the discussion of 
the case presented. 


Canon 92, §1. A parochial domi- 
cile is acquired by residence in & 
parish and either the intention of re- 
maining there perpetually, unless 
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some future contingency calls for a 
change in intention, or actual resi- 
dence for ten years. 

Canon 92, §2. A parochial quasi- 
domicile is acquired by residence in 
a parish and either the intention of 
remaining there for at least the 
greater part of a year, unless some 
future contingency should eall for a 
change in intention, or by actual 
residence for the greater part of a 
year. 

Canon 93, §1. A minor necessarily 
has the domicile of the one to whose 
authority he is subject. 
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Canon 93, §2. A minor who has 
passed the age of infancy can acquire 
his own quasi-domicile. 

Canon 1097, $1. For lawful assist- 
ance at marriage the pastor must 
have assurance that one of the parties 
has a domicile, quasi-domicile, or a 
month’s residence in his parish, or, in 
the case of a vagus, actual residence 
in his parish. 


Canon 1097, §2. As a rule, mar- 
riage is to be celebrated before the 
pastor of the bride, unless a justify- 
ing cause excuses. 


In addition to the above canons the 
following norms of the Instruction of 
the Sacred Congregation of Sacraments, 
June 29, 1941, are mentioned. 


When the pastors (of the parties) 
belong to different dioceses, the trans- 
mission of the documents (the in- 
vestigation of the party and other 
documents) is to be made through 
the chancery of the Episcopal curia 
of the groom’s diocese to the pastor 
of the bride; when the bride’s pastor, 
as is customary, assists at the mar- 
riage, the Episcopal curia of the 
groom will issue testimonial letters 
concerning the groom’s freedom to 
marry. If the groom’s pastor is to 
assist at the marriage, the order is 
reversed. 

The Sacred Congregation expresses 
a strong desire that the pastor, before 
proceeding to assist at a marriage, 
obtain from his own curia a permis- 
sion known as a “nihil obstat”’; if the 
pastors of the parties belong to dif- 
ferent dioceses, the Congregation 
commands the obtaining of the “nthil 
obstat.” 


I should not consider the case of 4 
girl moving into a parish for the sole 
purpose of contracting marriage in the 
near future one in which a domicile or 
quasi-domicile is established. A domi- 
cile or quasi-domicile is not acquired by 
the very fact of residence coupled with 
the intention of marriage. The inten- 
tion of remaining would be conditioned 
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on a future event, namely, the marriage. 
Such a condition attached to the inten- 
tion would mean in effect that the in- 
tention of a permanent residence or of 
a residence for the greater part of a 
year will not be effective until the mar- 
riage has taken place. There is not 
simply an intention to remain perma- 
nently or for the greater part of a year 
unless some future turn of events should 
‘all for a change of intention; rather 
the intention to remain is based on a 
future event which has not yet occurred. 

While it may not depend on a sus- 
condition, the intention to 
quasi-domicile 


pensive 
acquire a domicile or 
does not preclude the possibility of a 
change of mind in the future. For in- 
stance, a girl taking up residence at a 
school in September may foresee that, 
if she should fail at the semester, she 
would leave and return home; yet her 
intention to remain for the school year 
is not conditioned on her passing at the 
semester; rather her failure is foreseen 
as something which may occasion a 
change in her intention. 


In the case of the Mexican elope. 
ment, the problem is found in separating 
the intention of remaining in the parish 
of the boy from dependence on the 
future marriage. I think that it js 
actually independent of the future mar- 
riage and exists because of the elope- 
ment which has taken place. The girl’s 
intention of remaining with the boy and 
his family is much the same as the in- 
tention of a woman who has attempted 
civil marriage and is living with the 
man in an invalid union. When the 
parties come to have the union vali- 
dated, we do not say that the bride’s 
intention of residence in our parish is 
conditioned on the future convalidation 
of the marriage. 
the attempted marriage, an event which 
has taken place. 

The conclusion may be a little more 
difficult to arrive at in the elopement 
case; however, I consider it the logical 
conclusion to make. Actually the girl’s 
intention is simply to take up her resi- 
dence in another place as part of the 
boy’s family and to remain there. And 


It exists because of 
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QUESTIONS ANSWERED 


this intention is not conditioned on the 
future marriage, but is made because 
of the elopement which has occurred. 
To understand, as our correspondent 
points out, one must accommodate his 
thinking to the Mexican way of think- 
ing and understand the peculiar form 
of elopement described. 

With the above in mind, I should say 
that the girl acquires a new domicile 
when she takes up her residence with 
the boy’s family, if she is twenty-one. 
If she is not twenty-one, she acquires a 
quasi-domicile separate from her pa- 
rental domicile. In either supposition 
the boy’s pastor is also her proper pastor 

I might also mention 
month’s residence, inde- 


for marriage. 
that after a 
pendent of the consideration of the 
acquisition of domicile or quasi-domi- 
cile, the pastor of residence would be a 
proper pastor for the purpose of mar- 
riage. 

In conclusion, I think that the pastor 
can make the investigation of the bride’s 
freedom to marry, together with that 
the 


ease of two parties for whom he is the 


of the groom and proceed as in 


proper pastor for marriage, even though 
the eloped bride’s family may live in 
another parish and another diocese. 
From the general law of the Church, 
the the 
former diocese of the bride is required 
nor the “nihil obstat” 


curia. Of course, proof of freedom ac- 


neither curial testimony of 


from his own 
cording to law will have to be made 
according to the demands of the indi- 
vidual ease. Finally, the pastor will 
be advised to follow the diocesan di- 
rections regarding the “nihil obstat.” 
It may be that it is demanded in other 
tases than the one in which it is of 
obligation by reason of the Instruction 
of the Sacred Congregation of Sacra- 


ments, or even for all marriages. 
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Who Killed Christ? 


THE TRIAL oF Jesus. By Josef Blinzler 
(The Newman Press, Westminster, 


tant extent; 5) not at all. 
Blinzler proceeds to indicate and evalu- 
ate the sources which are at his disposal 


Then Dr. 


te 


Md., 1959), pp. xi + 312. $4.75. in his effort to reconstruct the events TI 
Josef Blinzler, born in Upper Fran- which led to the death of Jesus. ™ 
conia, Germany, in 1910, was ordained The reconstruction of Jesus’ trial be- W 
in 1935 and the following year obtained gins with a critical account of His 
his doctorate in theology. During arrest. In this context the author also of 
World War II he was stationed at a discusses the date of the Last Supper iss 
church in Hilgertshausen near Dachau. and declares that “one who carefully bi 
After the war, in 1947, he taught New examines all the pros and cons will tec 
Testament at the University of Munich. reach the conclusion that the traditional on 
In 1949 he became Professor of New chronology of the passion is decidely ; 
Testament Studies at the Philosophico- more justified” (p. 79). The next rm 
Theological Academy at Passau, and in chapter, “The Preliminary Examina- - 
1958 he was elected rector of this Acad- tion” before Annas, shows that “the of 
emy. Accused can expect little justice, not to CA 
This English translation of The Trial speak of mercy, from His judges” (p. 
of Jesus, admirably prepared by Isabel 86). Chapter Five, “The Proceedings y 
O 


before the Sanhedrin,” ends with the 
decision of the Sanhedrin to hand Jesus 
over to the Roman procurator—natu- 
rally with a well-formulated charge, 
framed ad hoc. With the same metiec- 
ulous care and objectivity the author 


and Florence McHugh, is based on the 
second edition of Der Prozess Jesu, pub- 
lished by Pustet of Regensburg in 1955. 
The present English edition, moreover, 
has been supplemented throughout with 
comments on, and particulars of, the 
literature on the subject which has examines the cases of all those who in 
appeared since the publication of the one way or another were confronted 
with Jesus in His last hours. 
Whenever special questions of ex- 


German edition. 

The author first introduces us to the 
problem: If Jesus was pronounced 
guilty and executed without 
really guilty, who was responsible for 
this? Were the Jews as well as the Ro- large number of separate excursuses and 
mans involved in killing Jesus, and, if in footnotes. Such a separate treat- 
so, how far were they involved? Five ment gives the book an unique com- 
groups of opinions can be distinguished, pleteness which is more than satisfae- 
according to the degree to which they 
hold the Jews were involved in the book easier reading for the non-expert. 
tragedy of Good Friday: 1) exclusively; At last the author pronounces his vel- 
2) predominantly; 3) to the same de- dict. The main responsibility rests on CA 
gree as the Romans; 4) to an unimpor- the Jewish side. The Jews who i- 


egetical and historical nature requires 
a more thorough examination, the au- 
thor deals with them in an unusually 


being 


tory even for the expert, yet makes the 
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this consisted of 


the members of the Sanhedrin: 


curred guilt two 
groups: 
the crowd which demonstrated against 
The Roman procurator shares 
with the Jews the responsibility for the 


death of Jesus. Hence, the death of 


Jesus. 


Jesus on Golgotha, historically viewed, 


was not the inevitable result of certain 
tragic circumstances, but a_ judicial 
murder.. As for anti-semitism, that 
feeling of dislike and enmity toward 
‘the descendants of those who incurred 
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guilt through what happened on 
Golgotha, Blinzler can only find the 
qualification “unehristian, anti-Chris- 
tian.” He 
“The son shall not bear the iniquity of 
the father” (Ezech. 18, 20). and espe- 
cially Christ’s prayer on the cross (Luke 
23,34). With regard to the demand by 
the Jewry of today for a revision of the 


recalls Ezechiel’s words: 


trial of Jesus, he answers absolutely 
that “there is no point in it.” 

It is not surprising that Blinzler’s 
work has received highest praise not 
only from Catholies, but also from Prot- 
estants and Jews, not only from ex- 
egetes, but also from jurists and histor- 
ians. No one who wishes to study the 
trial of Jesus, whether from an exegeti- 
eal, or historical and scientifie point of 
view, can do without it. 


FIpELIS Buck, S.J, 


See How They Love 

SOME SCHOOLS OF CATHOLIC SPIRITUAL- 
ity. Edited by Jean Gautier (Des- 
clee Company, New York, 1959), pp. 

375. $4.75. 

Under the intriguing title, Some 
Schools of Catholic Spirituality, Jean 
Gautier, Director of the Seminary of 
Saint-Sulpice, has given us a sympo- 
sium of eight chapters written respee- 
tively by experts on the spiritual life. 
A very translation of this 
French work is now produced by Kath- 
ryn Sullivan, R.S.C.J. 

At first the title of the 
seem strange, and one may be inclined 
different 


readable 


book may 


to ask whether there are 
schools of spirituality, for does not all 
truly spiritual life consist simply in the 
definition given by the editor in his 
“the knowledge of the way 
and the effective use of the means that 
lead to perfection”? But then he aptly 
explains: “As a result, a common Cath- 
olic teaching has gradually taken shape. 
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Although certain points are still a sub- 
ject of controversy, and marked diver- 
gencies are to be observed in matters 
of detail or on arbitrary points, and 
spirituality may take many forms ac- 
cording to the systems adopted by the 
different schools, there is always basic 
agreement on what is essential and 
vital, as this book The 
author exemplifies this by a bouquet of 
flowers taken from the same garden 
which may be arranged in many dif- 
ferent And 
Académie Francaise, in a brief intro- 
“Catholic spirituality 
is based on the Gospels and Christian 


testifies.” 


ways. Daniel-Rops, of 


duction, writes: 


dogmas, therefore it is essentially one. 
Experts, however, describe it in differ- 
ent ways depending on the emphasis 
they place on one principle rather than 
another, no one method rather than an- 
other. Saint Benedict makes the lit- 
urgy central in his spirituality, Saint 
Francis of Assisi poverty, Saint Igna- 
tius obedience, Berulle and his disciples 
the concept of adoration, Saint Francis 
of Sales love, ete. Thus, in the course 
of century have been formed what are 
known as schools of spirituality.” 

The following “schools” of spiritual- 
ity are described and explained in this 
work: Benedictine, by 
Jacques Winandy, Abbé de Clervaux; 
Valentin Breton, 
0.F.M.; Dominican, by Pie Regamey, 
O.P.; Carmelite, by Paul-Marie de la 
Croix, O.C.D.; “Imitation of Christ,” 
by Pierre Pourrat, P.S.S.; Ignatian, by 
Pinard de la Boullaye, S.J.; Salesian, by 
Msgr. Francis Vincent; Oratorian, by 


interesting 


Franciscan, by 


Jean Gautier, P.S.S. 

It would be beside the purpose of a 
review to attempt even a summary of 
the spirit and method of each of these 
schools; in fact, such an attempt would 


necessitate writing a rather lengthy 
article. However, although I shall not 
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essay a summary of each and shall 
varefully eschew making any unaccept- 
able comparisons among the various 
“star differeth from star in 
glory,” I may be pardoned for singling 
out certain features that, in the opinion 
of this reviewer, are of particular inter- 
est or have, as it were, a special appeal. 

We are all familiar, since our semi- 
nary days, with the discussion between 
Thomists and Scotists as to whether 
God the Son would have become in- 
varnate if Adam had not sinned, or, to 
express the controversy theologically, 
“whether Redemption was the deter- 
mining motive of the Incarnation.” 
Whichever view one holds, he must ad- 
mit that Father Valentin Breton, 
O.F.M., gives a beautiful, scholarly ex- 
position of Franciscan _ spirituality 
based on the “absolute priority of the 
predestination of Christ Jesus.” “From 
this absolute priority ;” he writes, “from 
His universal primacy over all crea- 


schools, for 


tures; from the subordination of all 
other destinies to His own; from the 
necessity of His mediation flow conse- 
quences that limit, determine and goy- 
ern all Franciscan spirituality.” 

After the Scriptures, the Imitation of 
Christ is probably the best known book 
in the Catholic world. It was fitting, 
then, that a chapter should be devoted 
to a study of its spirituality. This 
chapter, written by Pierre Pourrat, 
P.S.S., is a masterpiece, and alone 
makes the book well worth reading. 
It will surely intensify the appreciation 
which every devout soul has for this 
“elixir and epitome of the Gospel.” 

But the chapter which appeals most 
forcibly to this reviewer (chaq’un a 
son gout) is that which treats of the 
spirituality of St. Francis of Sales and 
is ably and attractively written by 
Msgr. Francis Vincent. 

The illustrious dogmatic theologian, 
Cardinal John Baptist Franzelin, 8.J., 
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praised St. Francis of Sales for writing 
beautifully of predestination, the 
knotty problem that has vexed theo- 
logians and even tortured certain tim- 
orous souls down through the centuries. 
But how simply and sweetly the great 
Doctor of the Church, Francis of 
Sales, dispatches this problem in his 
Treatise on the Love of God! 

‘God,” he writes, “first of all willed 
with a true will, even after the sin of 
Adam, that all men be saved . . . that 
is to say, He willed the salvation of all 
those who wished to contribute their 
consent to the graces and favors He was 
to prepare, offer, and distribute to them 
with this intent. Now among these 
favors He wished vocation to have first 
And to those who He 
foresaw answer the call, He 
wished to supply the sacred movements 
and to those who would 
correspond, He planned to give holy 
charity; and to those who possessed 
charity He intended to give help needed 
to persevere; and to those who were to 
make good use of these gifts, He re- 
solved to give the gift of final persever- 
ance and the glorious happiness of His 


place. 
would 


of penance; 


eternal love.” 
In the light of this beautiful explana- 
tion Father Faber wrote: 


If our love were but more simple, 
We should take him at His word, 


And our lives would be all sunshine 
In the sweetness of the Lord. 


Teresa of the Child Jesus de- 
“We can never have too much 
who is so 


And St. 
clared: 
confidence in the good God, 
powerful and so merciful.” 

Love, simplicity, and 
moderation shine through the pages of 
the graceful writings of the saintly 
Bishop of Geneva. His “school of 
spirituality” is, I think, the 
attractive of all the systems described in 


confidence, 


most 
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the excellent book which I am review- 
ing. Yet, I must remember the adage: 
De gustibus non est disputandum. 

It is refreshing to notice that special 
mention is made in this work of the 
“Little Way” of St. Teresa of the Child 
Jesus, and it is hoped that this way of 
spirituality will receive fuller treat- 
ment in future editions. It is likewise 
refreshing to find in the chapter on Ig- 
natian spirituality a page on devotion 
to the Sacred Heart. I earnestly hope 
that in the next edition a full chapter 
will be devoted to this heaven-sent de- 
votion which Our Lord declared He re- 
vealed ‘as a last effort of His love to 
reclaim wayward men,” and which He 
promised would, if practiced, make 
tepid souls fervent and lead fervent 
souls to the heights of perfection. 

Micuaek. D. Forrest, M.8.C. 
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The concluding paragraph of this ad- 
dendum to the Twentieth Century En- 
cyclopedia of Catholicism pinpoints the 
author’s thesis, that God ordains wor- 
ship as a social action to unite men in 
the bonds of closest love and to be the 
pathway to Eternity: “Worship of 
Christ crucified is indeed to the believer 
the wisdom of God. It alone leads us 
directly to the Kingdom of God, to the 
contemplation of his mystery and of 
his attributes.” 

The comment printed on the dust 
cover—that by worship alone can man 
know God—may indeed have been the 
contention of Father Philippe. But he 
develops his thought, which the dust 
cover does not, to explain in what sense 
this is true. Too, he gives us a ready 
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and intelligent definition of his term 
“religious worship.” He envisions it for 
what it actually is: “a voluntary act 
by which the creature freely and de- 
liberately recognizes all the rights of 
God the Creator over it.’’ Because sac- 
rifice is the ultimate desideratum of the 
act of worship, the author quite natur- 
ally ascends to the perfect sacrifice of 
Christ crucified by the strong ladder of 
the Old Testament sacrifices. Six of 
these are: those of Abel, Noah, Isaac, 
and Elias; that of the Passover and that 
of the Machabees. He points out that 
these six sacrifices, “while perfect in 
themselves,” merely prefigure the sacri- 
fice of the Cross which is the sacrifice of 
the Universal Church. 

While little 
ploughed by the readership of The Wor- 
ship of God, it remains a well-rounded 
appreciation of the mystery of divine 
worship and of the ethos of sacrifice. 
The little book is something more than 
just that, too. It is Volume 16 of the 
Twentieth Century Encyclopedia of 
Catholicism, under Section II, “The 
Basic Truths.” We might add that Vol- 
ume 16 is the twenty-sixth volume of 
the Encyclopedia in order of publica- 
tion. The General Editor, of course, is 
Henri Daniel-Rops. 

Pau. R. Rust, O.M.LI. 
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formation to inquiring non-Catholies, 
but to supply ready answers for Catho- 
lies seeking better understanding. 

For an intelligent comprehension of 
the fifty-two chapters of this work, no 
great reading background is necessary, 
One can begin with the first question 
of any chapter, persuaded it will be 
clear. In Chapter 41, “Other Christs,” 
to cite an example, the opening question 
is “What is Holy Orders?” The answer 
to it, and to the following thirteen ques- 
tions, is so simply and clearly given 
that one easily understands this sacra- 
ment. Unlike so many other cate- 
chetical books arranged in the Socratic 
form, the questions here are not long, 
except those in Chapters 51 and 52 
dealing with the Church. Father 
Walsh’s approach, similar to that of the 
Question Box, Radio Replies, and 1,000 
Questions and Answers on Catholicism, 
is practical and convenient for all types 
of enquirers. 

Rarely is there need for a_ bibliog- 
raphy in books of this type, but Father 
Walsh supplies here a valuable list. 
With the exception of Edwin F. Healy’s 
Moral Guidance, published in 1942, all 
sources appeared after 1948. The 
eighteen-page index is handy, thorough, 
and well arranged. Footnotes are occa- 
sional, and Biblical references are un- 
obstrusively given. 

To have included every puzzling 
question about religion in This Is 
Catholicism would have made the book 
entirely too long. One may think, how- 
ever, that the regulations on the Eucha- 
ristic fast should have been given under 
“Communion” or “Fasts.” 

For its intended readers this book will 
be most helpful; it is too advanced and 
extended for initial instructions to con- 
verts. 


FERDINAND J. Warp, C.M. 
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DITORIAL * 


The Shoemaker and His Last 


y rote the author of “Science and Sex Ethics” in a recent Saturday 
Evening Post: “If now, after long experience as an investigator of sex and repro- 
duction, I assume the role of a moralist....” Even a casual reading of the article 
will show why it is devoutly to be wished that Dr. George W. Corner, a renowned 
embryologist turned ethicist, had remained with the embryos. It would be droll, 
if it weren't tragic, to observe with what naiveté some men, competent in other 
fields, imagine that this competency equips them to pontificate in the field of 
morality. 

The baneful influence of this article, read in millions of American homes, must 
be incalculable. Merely because the author happens to be an eminent biologist, 
countless thousands will give a hushed and docile attention to his pronunciamentos, 
thereby drawing a foul example from a fair name. 

He writes: “. . . the application of biological science to human reproduction 
raises large questions of right and wrong, not all of which can be settled by ethical 
principles developed in a prescientific age.” The rest of the article indicates 
clearly enough that the author is actually convinced that prescientific (i.e., Chris- 
tian) ethical principles compose an outworn moral code worth little in an age 
liberated from the shackles of superstition by the Savior Science. 

Employing the premise that commitment to “a dogmatic code” precludes a 
healthy view of sex, Dr. Corner deduces some expected dogmas. Among them: 
disaster to mankind can be avoided only through contraception; abortion for 
reasons of convenience (as well as for therapeutic indications ) is morally accept- 
able; physicians, teachers and parents have come to understand that masturbation 
is a natural outlet for nascent erotic impulses; extramarital intercourse is, in many 
instances, quite proper. 

Surely it is a sad commentary on today’s American journalistic standards that 
such an affront to common decency is circulated in a national family magazine. 
But the article does serve some purposes. It is a dreary illustration of the ease 
with which humanism turns into a conspiracy against humanity. It starkly reveals 
that the American liberal mind has largely severed itself from that concept of 
man’s dignity which is the last hope of Western society. It represents a form of 
intellectual treason productive of moral anarchy if carried out 
in act. 

Finally—alas and in short—it proves that the sycophants 
of an inflated scientism, while enjoying all the advantages of 
a Christian tradition, are nothing loath to attack the ultimate 
bases of that heritage in order to compel morality to swing 
incense before the throne of technology. 


AIDAN M. CARR, O.F.M.Conv. 
Associate Editor 
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